
N AV Y  S E A B E E  F O U N DAT I O N  •  S U M M E R  2 0 2 4BEE•NEWS1

Celebrating
Underwater 

Construction
UCT 50 Years Strong!

PAGE 13

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E : 

Seabee Force 
Redesign:

Hurtling Back 
to the Future

PAGE 4

SUMMER 2024

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION	 seabee.org

BEE NEWSBEE BEE NEWSNEWS

50TH ANNIVERSARY
SEABEE MEMORIAL COINS 

SEABEE FOUNDATION 
PLANK OWNER

7NCR BATTALIONS 
NAME CHANGE

2024 OKTOBEEFEST & 
SEABEE CELEBRATION 

https://www.seabee.org


N AV Y  S E A B E E  F O U N DAT I O N  •  S U M M E R  2 0 2 4BEE•NEWS2

I hope that everyone had 
a chance to celebrate the 
Seabee birthday this year at 
one of the many balls or with 
a small group of friends.  
As Chairman of NSF, I am 
proud of the great team 
we have on our Board of 
Directors and our Staff and 
am excited about what the 
future holds.  We had our 
first board meeting in March 
as the new organization, 
and our team is energized 
to support Seabees and 
their families and champion 
our proud history.  

This year the board 
approved just over $600K 
in scholarship funding for 
children and grandchildren 
of Seabees.  Even with 
this increased level of 
scholarship funding, we 
won’t be able to fund all 
highly qualified applicants 
and will continue to look for 
ways to raise funds for the 
unmet need.  We will also 
be funding improvements 
to the Entryway and Grand 

Hall at the museum in Port 
Hueneme in support of their 
exhibit master plan.  We’ll 
also install a permanent 
donor wall recognizing the 
many generous donors who 
supported the construction 
of the museum. 

If you haven’t checked out 
our new website, please 
do at the following link:  
www.seabee.org.  You’ll 
find important information 
about our upcoming events 
and other events such as 
reunions and balls.  We 
also have other information 
such as locations of Seabee 
Memorials and Monuments 
and a Final Salute page to 
honor recently departed 
Seabees.

I’m looking forward to 
our annual OktoBEEfests 
around the country this 
fall, which bring Seabees, 
family, and friends together 
for some fun, camaraderie, 
and sea-stories.  Last year 
we had OktoBEEfests in 21 

locations and our goal this 
year is “24 (or more) in 2024”.  
We’ll also hold our annual 
Seabee Celebration in Port 
Hueneme on September 
14th to recognize and 
honor several Seabees and 
supporters.  

We’ve got a great 
organization and an 
important mission that the 
Board, Staff, and I are excited 
and passionate about.  
We look forward to new 
opportunities to support 
Seabees and their families 
and we hope to see you at 
some of our events this year.  
Lastly, I would like to thank 
all of you (our sponsors, 
donors, and supporters) for 
your continuing support to 
NSF and your generosity 
to help us support Seabees 
and their families.  

It’s an honor to continue to 
serve our extended Seabee 
family.  Ooh-rah!

~Kevin

KEVIN R. SLATES, RADM, 
CEC, USN (RET)

NSF CHAIRMAN OF 
THE BOARD

Gulfport, Mississippi (May 4, 2024) - Dan Miller, NSF Executive Director, 
and Heather Deviney, NSF Marketing & Development Coordinator 
represented the Navy Seabee Foundation at Gulfport Seabee Day 

We’ve just completed our fifth month as the Navy Seabee 
Foundation. The merger process was long and detailed, but 
the outcome has been well worth it! The support we have 
received from the Seabee and CEC community has been 
overwhelming. Now that the paperwork is all done and the 
many reports filed, it’s time to look forward!

2024 will be an exciting year. There are so many events planned 
by the Navy Seabee Foundation that I can’t list them all, but 
you can find them at www.seabee.org. 

I encourage you to visit the US Navy Seabee Museum in Port 
Hueneme, CA. The Seabee story is told using many important 
artifacts from history. It’s a family friendly museum with 
activates for kids and best of all it’s free!  

We support all Seabees, the Civil Engineer Corps, and their 
families.  We preserve their legacy and promote their future.
Stay tuned as your Navy Seabee Foundation looks to the future!

			   Dan Miller
			   NSF Executive Director

http://www.seabee.org
http://www.seabee.org
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During World War II, “island 
hopping” was key to Allied 
victory in the Pacific theatre. 
This allowed Allied forces 
to bypass heavily fortified 
Japanese-occupied islands 
and instead capture more 
lightly defended locations 
that could support the 
next military advance. A 
cornerstone of the island-
hopping strategy was the 
Naval Construction Force—
more commonly known as 
the Seabees—which would 
convert these sparsely 
occupied atolls and islands 
into formidable naval bases 
and airfields. These advance 
bases, such as Espiritu Santo 
(resupply and ship repair), 

Tinian (launch point for the 
mainland Japan strategic 
bombing campaign), and 
Saipan (seaplane base, 
hospital) were the logistics 
backbone of the Pacific war.

In addition to their history of 
building critical infrastructure 
for naval campaigns, the 
Seabees have a unique 
relationship with the Marine 
Corps. When the Seabee 
battalions were first formed, 
initial military training was 
conducted by a Marine 
cadre, and unit organization 
mirrored the Marine Corps 
structure—using squads, 
platoons, companies, 
battalions, and regiments 
instead of work centers, 
divisions, and departments as 
seen in the Navy. 
The bond between the 

Seabees and the Marine 
Corps extended deeper than 
training and organization 
when the 133rd Naval 
Construction Battalion joined 
the 4th Marine Division 
in the initial amphibious 
assault on Iwo Jima, during 
which the Seabees suffered 
328 casualties, including 42 
killed in action. This bond 
continued throughout the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars, 
in which Seabees deployed 
and bled alongside Marines. 
Today, a Seabee task force 
doctrinally forms the naval 
construction element of 
the Marine air-ground task 
force. This was demonstrated 
during Operation Enduring 
Freedom, when the 25th 
Naval Construction Regiment 
and subordinate battalions 
built and maintained the 

Marine Corps’ main operating 
base, Camp Leatherneck, 
and other combat outposts 
for the duration of their 
involvement in Afghanistan. 
With the Navy’s focus on 
competing with China and 
the Marine Corps’ Pacific 
focus in Force Design 2030, 
the Seabees are returning to 
their Pacific island-hopping 
roots. 

Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion: Core of the Naval 
Construction Force
Discussions among Seabees, 
old and young, usually 
start: “Who did you serve 
with?”—meaning “In which 
naval mobile construction 
battalion (NMCB) did you 
spend most of your career?” 
Most Seabees join one of 
six active (three in Port 
Hueneme, California, and 
three in Gulfport, Mississippi) 
or five reserve NMCBs early 
in their careers. They learn 
the basic tactical, technical, 
and planning skills to earn 
their primary warfare device, 
the Seabee Combat Warfare 
pin—more commonly known 
as the “bug.”

While NMCBs train to build 
and fight as a cohesive 
single formation, they 
also train and deploy in 
company-size and airlift-
capable “air detachments” 
or smaller platoon-sized 
detachments. There is no 
overarching equipment list 
for these flexible engineering 
detachments. Chiefs and 
officers are trained to quickly 

THE 
SEABEES 

HURTLING 
BACK 

TO THE 
FUTURE

The Navy’s 
construction force 

is ready to build 
and repair the 

infrastructure that 
will be critical to

 the next fight.

Written By: 
Lieutenant  Jeong Soo Kim

CEC, USN
                       

U . S .  N A V A L  I N S T I T U T E  S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E :  S E A B E E  F O R C E  R E D E S I G N

Seabees unload cargo onto the beaches of Iwo Jima in February 1945. Seabees 
have a unique relationship with Marines, a bond that was strengthened when 
the 133rd Naval Construction Battalion joined the 4th Marine Division in 
the initial amphibious assault on the island.  
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mission plan and build task-
tailored teams of personnel 
and equipment, sourced 
from the parent NMCB, 
to accomplish a variety 
of engineering tasks. The 
primary strength of an NMCB 
is flexibility, as battalions 
regularly deploy more than 
ten detachments to different 
continents and countries 
as part of peacetime and 
combat deployments.

The Naval Construction Force 
is adapting to support the 
Navy’s focus on China and the 
Marine Corps’ Force Design 
2030. Since 2019, each NMCB 
has tailored the advanced 
and integrated phases of 
its fleet readiness training 
plan cycle to practice and 
test operational concepts 
that deploy the battalion’s 
engineering capabilities to 
remote islands. These efforts 
culminated in February 2023 
when Director, Expeditionary 
Warfare, published OpNavInst 

3501.115G: “Required Operational 
Capabilities and Projected 
Operational Environment 
for the Naval Construction 
Force,” outlining how the Naval 
Construction Force and NMCBs 
will reorganize and adapt to the 
maritime battlespace.

Previously, an NMCB certified 
as a battalion and companies 

were organized by ratings 
and general technical roles. 
When given a specific task, 
a battalion was expected to 
build ad hoc detachments 
drawn from multiple 
companies to accomplish the 
mission. However, OpNavInst 
3501.115G instructs battalions to 
reorganize to support specific 
fleet objectives by maintaining 

permanent certified 
deployable companies 
around specific missions, 
such as airfield construction, 
waterfront construction, and 
advanced base construction, 
with some trained to build and 
operate 150-bed expeditionary 
medical facilities. The NMCB 
headquarters element would 
serve as an O-5–level battle 

staff that exercises command 
and control over other Naval 
Construction Force and joint 
force engineering units. 
The NMCBs will be tasked 
to repair and construct the 
most forward positioned vital 
infrastructure where Navy and 
Marine Corps units are based 
in competition and conflict.

Furthermore, while all active 
and reserve battalions today 
are organized as NMCBs, the 
Naval Construction Force’s 
new required operational 
abilities/projected operational 
environment instructions 
call for reorganizing the 
Reserve NMCBs into naval 
construction battalions. 
Active-duty NMCBs focus 
on expeditionary airfield, 
waterfront, and advanced 
base construction while 
being capable of intratheater 
movement via aircraft and 
amphibious vessels. Reserve 
naval construction battalions 
will include companies 
primarily focused on mineral 
production (producing 
aggregates for road, port, and 
airfield construction because 
they are not available 
on Pacific Islands), road 
construction, and general 
construction, including 
forward operating bases and 

(Continued on Page 6)

The Naval Construction Force is adapting 
to support the Navy’s focus on China and 

the Marine Corps’ Force Design 2030.

Seabees complete a road construction 
project on Tinian. The Naval 

Construction Force contributes 
significantly to the fight by building 

infrastructure. U.S. Navy (Tyler Baldino)

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 5
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intermediate staging bases. 
These naval construction 
battalions are designed to 
focus on the large land-based 
engineering projects to build 
out advanced naval bases 
and intermediate staging 
bases that support intense 
naval operations.

The Underwater 
Construction Team: Unique, 
Mission Critical Specialists
Seabee divers started as small 
attachments to battalions 
conducting waterfront 
construction or dredging 
operations during World 
War II. Interestingly, naval 
combat demolition units, the 
predecessors to Navy SEALs, 
originally were trained as 
Seabee divers and performed 
amphibious demolition and 
combat engineer tasks. After 
World War II, units conducting 
demolition and amphibious 
combat engineering missions 
formed independent 
underwater demolition teams, 
which grew into today’s Naval 
Special Warfare community.

Divers remained attached 
to NMCBs until the two 
contemporary underwater 
construction teams (UCTs) 
were formed as independent 
commands in 1974 because 
of a growing need for trained 
divers who could build and 
repair underwater structures. 
For the first few decades 
of their existence, Seabee 
divers focused on waterfront 
construction on far-flung 
naval installations across the 
globe. Emblematic of the early 
UCTs and they work they did 
is Petty Officer Second Class 

Robert Stethem (namesake 
of the USS Stethem [DDG-
63]), who was killed during 
a Hezbollah hijacking while 
returning from a waterfront 
construction mission in 
Souda Bay, Crete, in 1985.

UCTs have received renewed 
attention and focus as 
the Naval Construction 

Force shifted its focus from 
supporting operations in the 
Middle East to competing 
with China in the western 
Pacific. Each UCT is growing 
from approximately 
75 Seabees, organized 
around three 12-person 
deployable construction 
dive detachments and a 

nondeployable headquarters 
element, to more than 200 
built around four 18-person 
dive detachments and an 
O-5–level battle staff and 
headquarters element capable 
of conducting command 
and control over other Naval 
Construction Force and joint 
force engineering units. There 
are even plans to stand up a 

third UCT or add more dive 
detachments to each UCT, 
contingent on growing the 
Seabee dive school pipeline. 
Because a potential kinetic 
conflict in the Pacific would 
involve building additional and 
redundant naval bases with 
ports and anchorages, UCTs’ 
mission is a fleet necessity.

Seabees in Action: 
Cooperation, Competition, 
and Conflict
The Seabee motto, “We Build, 
We Fight,” implies that their 
primary role exists within 
the kinetic phase of military 
operations. However, Seabees 
also deploy extensively in 
support of peacetime fleet 
objectives.

Cooperation
While Seabees are trained in 
both tactical and technical 
skills, their construction 
skills make them ideal 
for building persistent 
international partnerships 
and cooperation. Seabee 
battalions deploy and sustain 
detachments on small 
Pacific-island nations such 
as Palau and Micronesia, 
where they maintain an 
enduring presence. In most 
cases, Seabees stay for three 
to five years. In the case 
of Civic Action Team (CAT) 
Palau, Seabees have had 
a continuous presence for 
more than 50 years. 

Detachments work closely 
with U.S. embassies to 
positively shape the 
population’s opinion of 
the United States. While 
China has used its large-
scale loan-based Belt and 
Road Initiative and casino-
centric tourism to direct 
investment and influence in 
these Pacific island nations, 
the Seabees have driven 
grant-based infrastructure 
projects that are smaller 
but invested directly in the 
community. While the rest of 
the Navy and Marine Corps 
primarily build military-to-
military relationships during 
joint exercises, Seabees are 

(BACK TO THE FUTURE  
continued from Page 5)

A diver with Underwater Construction Team 2 (UCT 2) performs 
underwater cutting operations. UCTs provide construction, maintenance, 
and repair of underwater and waterfront facilities in support of the Pacific 
Fleet. U.S. Navy (Arthurgwain L. Marquez)

While Seabees strive to prevent 
conflict by excelling in the cooperative 

and competitive phases of military 
operations, they stand ready and able 

to go into harm’s way
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on the ground for years, 
interacting with local people, 
governments, and militaries, 
and proving that the U.S. Navy 
cares and is a force for good.

Competition
In the more overt competition 
phase of military operations, 
Seabees also contribute 
significantly by building 
physical infrastructure that 
enables fleet maneuver and 
building up partner-nation 
naval forces. For example, 
during 2022–23, Seabees 
established Camp Tinian, an 
expeditionary camp on the 
island of Tinian that provides 
room to disperse U.S. joint 
forces in Guam and supports 
airfield improvements at 
Tinian International Airport. 
In the South Pacific, Seabees 
are supporting the Papua 
New Guinea Defense Forces 

by building out training, 
medical, and port facilities 
at Lombrum Naval Base on 
Manus Island.

Besides constructing new 
expeditionary camps and 
building the capabilities of 
partner naval forces, Seabees 
maintain existing naval 
infrastructure critical to fleet 
operations. For example, 
in Sasebo in 2023, Seabee 
divers conducted emergency 
repairs to fueling piers, which 
suffered significant wear and 
tear during 80 years of use by 
the Imperial Japanese Navy, 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force, and U.S. Navy. They 
also surveyed existing and 
potential naval bases and 
informed the Seventh Fleet 
commander’s staff on the 
strategic laydown for future 
platforms.

Conflict
While Seabees strive to 
prevent conflict by excelling 
in the cooperative and 
competitive phases of 
military operations, they 
stand ready and able to go 
into harm’s way and provide 
the fleet commander with 
critical infrastructure within 
the adversary’s tactical 
weapons engagement zone. 
Seabee units train and stand 
ready to enable a decisive 
naval victory in the western 
Pacific in the following ways:

In support of Marine littoral 
regiments and their deployed 
expeditionary advanced 
bases (EABs), a waterfront 
construction company 
could be reinforced with a 
Seabee dive detachment 
and Marine heavy equipment 
section to repair and improve 
a neglected harbor. This 
could mean the difference 
between only being able to 
airlift supplies and shoulder-
mounted missiles in ten-
ton increments via V-22 
Osprey, to being able to use 
amphibiously lift to move 
antiship missiles and air-
defense platforms, which 
may weigh hundreds of 
tons. An EAB supported by a 
reinforced Seabee waterfront 
construction company could 
transition from point-defense 
to area air defense and even 
over-the-horizon maritime 
strike. 

• An NMCB headquarters 
with a subordinate airfield 
construction company and 
advanced base construction 

company could provide in-
depth perimeter defense 
of the air base and build 
prefabricated structures 
to create expeditionary 
refueling and rearming 
points for F-35Bs. Battalion-
sized task forces also could 
disperse and stockpile repair 
materials, quickly recovering 
an alternate airfield’s 
operational capability after 
a missile barrage. Such 
elements would force the 
adversary into an operational 
dilemma, having to decide 
between expending costly 
precision munitions against 
a resilient airfield or giving 
the fleet commander a “free” 
node from which they could 
launch strikes.

• Slightly behind the contact 
layer, a UCT headquarters 
element could deploy to an 
empty atoll and be tasked 
to turn it into an anchorage 
at which expeditionary ship 
rearm and repair operations 
will be conducted. Two 
attached dive detachments 
could survey, blast channels, 
and install buoys, while the 
UCT’s operations officer—who 
holds a contracting officer 
warrant—directs a commercial 
engineering firm to dredge 
and lay tetrapods to build a safe 
haven in which damaged and 
depleted ships could anchor. 

• An advanced base 
construction company 
specializing in expeditionary 
medical facility construction 
could build a 150-bed surgery-

A Navy utilitiesman assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 133 
CAT Palau, assisted by a Palauan participating in the Apprentice Training 
Program, installs a water catchment system at an elementary school. Seabees 
like those in CAT Palau—where they have had a continuous presence for 
more than 50 years—are on the ground, interacting with local people, 
governments, and militaries and building international relationships and 
cooperation.  U.S. Navy (Benjamin A. Lewis) 
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capable field hospital to treat 
casualties from intense fleet 
action.

Naval combat sorties in the 
western Pacific inevitably 
will strain installations, even 
those east of Guam. Islands 
farther east, such as Wake, 
may turn from sleepy Air 
Force refueling outposts 
into major intermediate 
staging bases, where sea- 
and airlifted military supplies 
will be transferred to tactical 
aircraft and vessels. A reserve 
naval construction regiment 
and subordinate battalions 
drawing personnel from the 
commercial construction 
sector could be best suited to 
efficiently transform a sleepy 
outpost into a major logistics 
hub. Combined with other 
Naval Expeditionary Combat 
Command units, such as 
Navy expeditionary logistics 
regiments, a reserve naval 
construction regiment could 
build a hub through which 

decisive amounts of “beans, 
bullets, bandages” would flow.

Born to Build and Fight
Seabees were born to “Build 
and Fight” in the Pacific 
during World War II and 
never stopped their service 
to the fleet and the Marine 
Corps. As national security 
priorities have evolved, the 
Seabees played their part 
in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. As the Navy and 
the Marine Corps refocus their 
efforts in the western Pacific, 
the Seabees have again 
honed their capabilities and 
refurbished their doctrine to 
support the fleet where most 
needed. Whether the Navy 
deters and competes or fights 
a decisive naval campaign in 
the western Pacific, Seabees 
will build and repair the 
critical infrastructure that 
enables fleet maneuver.

Reprinted with Permission.
Copyright © 2024, Proceedings, 
U.S. Naval Institute, Annapolis, MD 
(410) 268-6110 / www.usni.org

(BACK TO THE FUTURE  
continued from Page 7)

50 YEARS AGO, 13 April 1974 -- CAPT Thomas 
J. Mitchell, CEC, USN, Commander of the 30th Naval 
Construction Regiment, CDR Leland R. Dobler, CEC, 
USN, Commanding Officer of NMCB 133, and LT Charles 
H. Jeffries, Detachment Officer-in-Charge, were gunned 
down by unidentified terrorists in the jungle near Naval 
Base Subic Bay while inspecting a Seabee project.  

CAPT Thomas J. Mitchell, CEC,
USN, Commander of the 30th
Naval Construction Regiment

CDR Leland R. Dobler, CEC, USN,
Commanding Officer of Naval

Mobile Construction Battalion 133

LT Charles H. Jeffries, CEC, USN,
Officer in Charge of Detachment

WALLABY, NMCB 133

Never Forgotten

seabee.org/bricks

http://www.usni.org
https://www.seabee.org/event
https://seabeehf.org/support/membership-brick-purchase/#bricks
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Story by PSC Kitara Byerly, USNR
 
March 2024 marked a historic month 
for the SEVENTH Naval Construction 
Regiment (7NCR) and its attached 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalions 
14 and 27, (NMCB-14, NMCB-27). 
Both Battalions conducted official 
Change of Command Ceremonies 
with concurrent Battalion re-naming 
ceremonies. These Seabee Battalions 
will be renamed as Naval Construction 
Battalions, (NCB-14 and NCB-27), 
which harkens back to the World War 
Two naming conventions. 
 
A force redesign order for greater 
deployability, mobilization, and 
warfighting readiness, has been 
issued, Captain Lester Ortiz, CEC, USN, 
Commodore of 7NCR, presided over 
the momentous change. 

The force redesign follows the larger 
strategic plans of the Navy for faster 
maneuverability and optimization 
over a variety of geographical areas, 
including a look back to our structure 
during WWII and the littoral combat 
of the War in the Pacific.
 
Rear Admiral, David Duttlinger, CEC, 
USN, Deputy for Naval Construction 
Forces, NECC, was the honored guest 
speaker and officiant at the Change 

of Command and name change 
ceremonies, as well as 82nd Annual 
Gulf Coast Seabee Ball celebrating the 
birthday of the Seabees, March 5th, 
1942. 
  
Regarding the updates in the 
force redesign plan of the Naval 
Construction Force, Rear Adm. 
Duttlinger paraphrased the great 
father of the US Navy, John Paul Jones, 
“I wish to have no part in any (Naval 
Construction Battalion) that doesn’t 
build well, fight strong and move fast, 
for I intend to go in harm’s way.” 
 
Commodore Ortiz addressed the 
Regiment and Battalions, “In today’s 
warfighting environment it is 
imperative that we stay flexible, ready 

and lethal. We will be looking for all 
hands on deck during this transition to 
support this change. We have a greater 
utilization of our Reservists Civilian 
Subject Matter Expertise to hone the 
Seabees Operational Support! Since 
May 5th, 1943 the SEVENTH Naval 
Construction Regiment has been and 
will continue to be our motto, Ready 
and Able!” 

Historic SEVENTH Naval Construction Regiment’s 
Battalions Name Change Back to WWII Foundations

“In today’s warfighting 
environment it is 

imperative that we stay 
flexible, ready and lethal.”

 - Captain Lester Ortiz, CEC, USN, 
Commodore of 7NCR

Get Tickets

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 9

SATURDAY, SEP 14, 2024 • 5-8 PM

JOIN US AT THE

FEATURING

SEABEE AWARDSSEABEE AWARDS

www.seabee.com      

SeabeeSeabee
CelebrationCelebration

U.S. NAVYU.S. NAVY  
SEABEE MUSEUMSEABEE MUSEUM

PRESENTED BY THE NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION

PLUS, FOOD & DRINKS • TOUR THE MUSEUM!
ATTIRE: BUSINESS CASUAL / COLLARED SHIRTS

TICKETS: $100 PER PERSON
(ACTIVE DUTY PRICE: $25 ENLISTED / $50 OFFICER) 

TICKET PURCHASE SUPPORTS THE NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION 

https://secure.givelively.org/event/seabee-memorial-scholarship-association-inc/seabee-celebration/2024-seabee-celebration
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Navy Seabee Foundation kicks off its 
First Golf Tournament of 2024 in Gulfport

The Broaddus Companies

First Command

GULF COAST GOLF SPONSORS

The first Navy Seabee Foundation Golf Tournament of 2024 
kicked off on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. There are still a few more 
tournaments scheduled this year. More details at seabee.org! View 
more Gulfport Seabee Golf Pictures at: https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBoFZf

https://www.seabee.org/event
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBoFZf
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In Naval tradition, a “plank owner” is a prestigious title given to the 
original crew members of a newly commissioned ship. As the Navy 
Seabee Foundation embarks on its journey in 2024, we are excited 
to offer you the unique opportunity to become an NSF Plank Owner.

Who Qualifies as an NSF Plank Owner?
To be recognized as a Navy Seabee Foundation Plank Owner, you 
must meet one of the following criteria:

•	 Seabee Historical Foundation (SHF) Life Member: If you were a 
life member of SHF. You are already a plank owner!•	 Lifetime Giving: Your total lifetime donations of $1,000 or more 
to the SHF and/or the Seabee Memorial Scholarship Association.•	 2024 Contributions: By the end of 2024, your total lifetime giving 
must be at least $1,000 to the NSF, including past contributions to 
SHF, SMSA, NSF, or any combination of these.

As a token of our appreciation and in keeping with the tradition, all 
Navy Seabee Foundation Plank Owners will receive a special digital 
commemorative certificate. 

Join us in celebrating this new chapter and secure your place as a 
founding Plank Owner of the Navy Seabee Foundation! 

Become a 
Navy Seabee 
Foundation 

Plank Owner!

Congratulations to the Class of 
2024! We join them in thanking all 
the donors who have made their 
scholarships possible these past four 
years. As these students begin their 
careers, we are excited to welcome 
the Class of 2028. The Scholarship 
Selection Committee is currently 
reviewing over 330 freshmen 
applications. Fifty scholarships 
will be awarded to students who 
demonstrated character and 
leadership, participated in activities 
at their schools and in their 
communities, conveyed the influence 
their Seabee sponsor has had on their 
educational journey, and has shown a 
need for financial assistance. We look 
forward to announcing the recipients 
later this summer. 

Our goal has been to increase the 
number of scholarships we award by 
2025. We are pleased to be awarding/
renewing 200 scholarships for the 
2024-2025 academic year. Students 
will receive $1,000 to $5,500 for a total 
of $600,500. Be sure to check out our 
social media sites throughout the 
year to see what amazing things our 
students are up to.

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 11

seabee.org

https://www.seabee.org
https://www.seabee.org
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The Family Readiness 
Group (FRG) supports 
Seabee Battalion families 
during deployments, 
but fundraising is costly 
and time-consuming, 
affecting family 
commitments. To address 
this, the Navy Seabee 
Foundation (NSF) offers 
grants to FRGs, crucial 
for organizing activities. 
Over the past few months, 
NSF granted additional 
funds to Seabee battalion 
families in Gulfport, MS, 
and Port Hueneme, CA. Pictured are representatives from 
NMCB 3 in Port Hueneme, California.

Navy Seabee Foundation 
Continues to Support 
Seabee Family Groups

GULFPORT, MS (May 4, 2024) Navy Seabee Foundation 
Chairman, RADM Kevin Slates,  CEC, USN (Ret) presents CUCS 
Anthony Thibodeaux , NMCB ONE’s Operations Chief , with the 
Lewis B Combs Award. The award, named after the assistant 
to the chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks under Adm. Ben 
Moreell during World War II, recognizes the individual who 
has made the most outstanding contribution in continuing 
the legacy of the Seabees, the Civil Engineer Corps and Naval 
Facilities Engineering Systems Command traditions and 
accomplishments. Congratulations CUCS Thibodeaux!

Lewis B. Combs Award

Seabee Film Friday! The 
Navy Seabee Foundation 
donations have enabled the 
U.S. Navy Seabee Museum 
to send some of their film 
collection to be digitized. 
Check out the collection  and 
follow   on YouTube to be the 
first to see the latest film.

@SeabeeMuseum

www.seabee.org/coinswww.seabee.org/careers

https://www.seabee.org/coins
https://www.seabee.org
https://seabeehf.org/careers/
https://www.seabee.org
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Seabee Divers Celebrate 
50th Anniversary

From May 17-19, 2024, 
over 250 members of the 
Underwater Construction 
Team and Seabee Diver 
community converged on 
Port Hueneme, and Ventura, 
CA to celebrate their reunion 
and the 50th anniversary of 

the Underwater Construction 
Teams (UCTs).

The weekend featured a 
rededication of the Seabee 
Diver Exhibit at the U.S. 
Navy Seabee Museum. The 
ceremony included three 

guest speakers, Rear Admiral 
Peter W. Marshall, Civil 
Engineer Corps, U.S. Navy 
(Retired); CBCM Brian Strantz
U.S. Navy, UCT Force Master 
Diver; Rear Admiral Dean 
A. VanderLey, Commander, 
Naval Facilities Engineering 
Systems Command and Chief 
of Civil Engineers who spoke 
on the origins, history, and 
future of the Underwater 
Construction Teams and 
provided insights into the 
enhancements and upgrades 
to the exhibit. The highlight 
of the program was a unique 
“ribbon cutting” ceremony, 
where UCT-1 and UCT-2 plank 
owners cut a surface supplied 
dive umbilical, symbolizing 
the enduring legacy of 
Seabee Divers.

Following the rededication, 
an Open House at Underwater 
Construction Team TWO 
gave attendees a glimpse 
into the current operations 
and advancements within 
the team.

The day concluded with a Gala 
Dinner at the Marriott River 
Ridge. The dinner keynote 
speaker was Captain Robert 
J. Westberg, Jr. Civil Engineer 

Corps, U.S. Navy (Retired) with 
a highlight being CDR James 
N. Watts, the commanding 
officer of the USS Stethem 
(DDG 63). In a moving tribute, 
CDR Watts named the divers 
in attendance who were held 
Prisoners of War in 1985, during 
the incident where SW2 
Robert Stethem was killed, as 
honorary plankowners of the 
USS Stethem. This poignant 
moment underscored the 
bravery and sacrifice of the 
divers.

For more information, visit 
w w w. s e a b e e d i v e r s . o r g . 
The Seabee Divers extend 
their heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who attended 
and made this celebration 
truly unforgettable. Here’s to 
the next 50 years of Seabee 
Divers!

Seabee Museum
UCT Exhibit Updates

JAKE RELOCATION

REMOTE OPERATED
VEHICLE

SIDE SCAN SONAR
TOW FISH

COCHRAN DIVE
COMPTUER

UNDERWATER CABLE
TRACKER
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Want to see
More Photos? 

Check out the digital 
June edition of the
BEE NEWS EXTRA 

available at 
seabee.org

Captain Robert J. Westberg, Jr. Civil 
Engineer Corps, U.S. Navy (Retired) delivers 
the keynote address during Saturday 
evening’s Gala Dinner.

CDR James Watts, Commanding Officer of the USS Stethem presents honorary plankowner 
plaques to CWO3 Tony Watson (Ret.) (pictured), CUCM Ken Bowen (Ret.) (pictured), EQCM 
Jeff Ingalls (Ret.), LT Stu Dahl (Ret.), and CEC Clint Suggs (Ret.) who were Prisoners of War 
along with SW2 Robert Stethem when he was tragically killed in 1985.  

UCT Plankowners George Sparks, Mark Steffy 
(in back), Chuck Ossont, Tom Melugin, and Gary 
Sniffin cut a surface supplied umbilical during the 
“Ribbon” cutting ceremony for the rededication of 
the recently redesigned UCT Exhibit at the Seabee 
Museum.

seabee.org

http://www.seabeedivers.org
http://seabee.org
https://www.seabee.org/news-publications
https://www.seabee.org
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Norfolk, VA - Wednesday, Oct 2 
Ventura, CA - Thursday, Oct 3
Rota, Spain -Saturday, Oct 5

Lubbock, TX - Saturday, Oct 12 
Jacksonville, FL - Thursday, Oct 17
Salt Lake City, UT - Thursday, Oct 17
Cleveland, OH - Saturday, Oct 19

San Antonio, TX - Saturday, Oct 19
Gulfport, MS - Thursday, Oct 24

Houston, TX - TBD
Oahu, HI - TBD

Guam - TBD

Boston, MA  - TBD
Denver, CO - TBD

Georgetown, KY - TBD
Chicago, IL - TBD

North Carolina - TBD
Pennsylvania  - TBD
Phoenix, AZ  - TBD

Philadelphia, PA  - TBD
Port Orchard, WA  - TBD

Roanaoke,  VA - TBD
San Diego, CA - TBD

Washington, D.C. - TBD

Join the Navy Seabee Foundation in partnership with the 
Navy Seabee Veterans of America (NSVA)  in celebrating 
OktoBEEfest events worldwide this October! These 
gatherings unite active-duty, reserve and retired Navy 
Seabees, Civil Engineer Corps officers, with friends 
and families for a memorable blend of camaraderie 
and networking. Your sponsorship presents a unique 
opportunity to connect with the expansive Seabee 
community. Sponsor one location or sponsor all locations!

WWW.SEABEE.ORG

Email 
INFO@SEABEE.ORG 

for more info!

2024 SPONSORSHIP
Connect with the Seabee Community...
Sponsor OktoBEEfest!

Scan code 
for more info.

ALL-EVENT TITLE SPONSOR.................$10,000 
•	 Logo on souvenir beverage glasses given out at most locations*
•	 Largest logo and recognition on event website, all social media ads, 

associated print material, and all signage at ALL events*
•	 Complimentary Tickets for ALL OktoBEEfest events
•	 Verbal recognition and opportunity to speak at ALL events
•	 Opportunity to hand out branded materials at ALL events

ALL-EVENT PRESENTING SPONSOR..... $5,000 
•	 Logo and recognition on event website, all social media ads, associated 

print material, and signage at ALL events*
•	 Complimentary Tickets and verbal recognition at events
•	 Opportunity to hand out branded materials at ALL events

GOLD SPONSOR........................................... $2,500
•	 Logo recognition on local website event page & social media*
•	 Verbal recognition at your local event
•	 Logo on local event banner and associated print material*
•	 Up to 20 complimentary tickets to your local event
•	 Opportunity to hand out branded materials at your local event

SILVER SPONSOR.......................................... $1,000 
•	 Logo recognition on local website event page & social media*
•	 Verbal recognition at your local event
•	 Logo on local event banner and associated print material*
•	 Up to 10 complimentary tickets to the event

BRONZE SPONSOR...........................................$500
•	 Name recognition on local website event page, event banner & flyer*
•	 Verbal recognition during remarks
•	 Up to 5 complimentary tickets to the event

SEABEE SPONSOR (Small Business or Individual)................ $100
•	 Name recognition on local event banner*
•	 Up to 2 complimentary tickets to the event

The following packages are for a sponsorships at the OktoBEEfest location of your choice.
Sponsor a Specific OktoBEEfest Local Event

Sponsor All OktoBEEfest Event Locations!

*NOTE:  Deadlines apply for 
inclusion in signage/print material

Want to host an event in your area? 
Email us at info@seabee.org.

seabee.org

http://www.seabee.org
mailto:info@seabee.org
mailto:info@seabee.org
https://www.seabee.org/oktobeefest
https://www.seabee.org
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JUNE
 
8	 SEABEE FEST
	 Satuday, June 8

10	 D.C. SEABEE 
	 GOLF TOURNAMENT
	 Monday, June 10

17-21 	 BELVOIR NUKES 	
	 & MUSE REUNION
	 June 17-21 - Grants Pass, OR
	

AUGUST
10	 DEPT OF TN 
	 ALL SEABEE PICNIC 
	 Saturday, Aug 10 - Kodak, TN

14-18	 NSVA NATIONAL
	 CONVENTION
	 Aug 14-18 - Pittsburgh, PA

15-17	 WAKE ISLAND
	 REUNION
	 Aug 15-17 - Las Vegas, NV

19	 SAN DIEGO
	 SEABEE GOLF
	 TOURNAMENT
	� Monday, Aug 19 
	 Fairbanks Ranch Country
	 Club, Rancho Santa Fe, CA

SEPTEMBER
2-5	 MCB 7 REUNION
	 Sep 2-5 - Gettysburg, PA
	
14	 SEABEE 
	 CELEBRATION
	 Saturday, Sep 14
	 U.S. Navy Seabee Museum, 
	 Port Hueneme, CA

23-26	 MCB 11 & NMCB 8
	 REUNION
	� Sep 23-26 - Branson, MO

27-29	 NMCB 12 & 121
	 REUNION
	� Sep 27-29 - Westport, MA
	

OCTOBER
2	 OktoBEEfest
	 Norfolk, VA 
	 Wednesday, Oct 2

3	 OktoBEEfest
	 Ventura, CA
	 Thursday, Oct 3

5	 OktoBEEfest
	 Rota, Spain
	 Saturday, Oct 5

10-12	 CBMU 302 Reunion
	 Oct 10-12 - Branson, MO
 
12	 NMCB-14 Assn.
	 Reunion
	 Saturday, Oct 12 
	 NAS Jacksonville 

	 OktoBEEfest
	 Lubbock, TX
	 Saturday, Oct 12

17	 OktoBEEfest
	 Jacksonville, FL
	 & Salt Lake City
	 Thursday, Oct 17

19	 OktoBEEfest
	 Cleveland, OH &
	 San Antonio, TX
	 Saturday, Oct 19

20-24	 MCB 1-9-10
	 REUNION
	 Oct 20-24 - Warwick, RI
24	 OktoBEEfest
	 Gulfport, MS
	 Thursday, Oct 24

26	 OktoBEEfest
	 Port Orchard, WA
	 Saturday, Oct 26

27-30	 EAST COAST 
	 ALL SEABEE REUNION
	 Oct 27-30 - Pigeon Forge, TN

For the complete list of OktoBEEfest 
locations, go to www.OktoBEEfest.org! 
Sponsors and local area hosts wanted.

NOVEMBER

7-10	 NMCB 4 Reunion
	 Nov 7-10  - Las Vegas, NV

11	 Veteran’s Day
	 Seabee Memorial
	 Wreath Laying
	 Monday, Nov 11  - Arlington, VA

For the more details about these reunions 
and other events, go to www.seabee.org.

2024 SEABEE EVENTS

To stay in the know, 
follow us on social media!

@SeabeeFoundation

@NavySeabeeFoundation

SEABEE GOLF 
TOURNAMENTS

OKTOBEEFEST
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ATTIRE: BUSINESS CASUAL / COLLARED SHIRTS

TICKETS: $100 PER PERSON
(ACTIVE DUTY PRICE: $25 ENLISTED / $50 OFFICER) 

TICKET PURCHASE SUPPORTS THE NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION 

seabee.org

http://www.OktoBEEfest.org
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MOVING? Email your new mailing address to info@seabee.org.

BJERKVIK, Norway (April 26, 2024) - A Seabee flag flies over a medium girder bridge constructed by Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB 11) in support of Immediate Response 2024 in Bjerkvik, Nordland County, Norway, April 
26, 2024. DEFENDER is the Dynamic Employment of Forces to Europe for NATO Deterrence and Enhanced Readiness, 
and is a U.S. European Command scheduled, U.S. Army Europe and Africa conducted exercise that consists of Saber 
Strike, Immediate Response, and Swift Response. DEFENDER 24 is linked to NATO’s Steadfast Defender exercise, and 
DoD’s Large Scale Global Exercise, taking place from 28 March to 31 May. DEFENDER 24 is the largest U.S. Army exercise 
in Europe and includes more than 17,000 U.S. and 23,000 multinational service members from more than 20 Allied and 
partner nations, including Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Georgia, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Moldova, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, and the United 
Kingdom. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class James S. Hong)

SEABEE SPOTLIGHT

BEE NEWSBEE BEE NEWSNEWS

Want More News? 
Check out 

bonus content 
in the digital 

BEE NEWS EXTRA 
published electronically 

each month. Go to 
seabee.org 
for more Seabee 
stories and news!

seabee.org
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