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The first CEC Officers killed in WWII

CAMP LEE-STEPHENSON MONUMENT

L] —
Table of conterdm N T IRA QUODDY VILLAGE, EASTPORT, MAINE
Camp Lee-Stephenson is located at Quoddy Village, Eastport, Maine. In
) ] o 1943 the Navy took possession of Quoddy Village from the National Youth
5 First CEC Officers killed in Administration. The camp was built in 1935 by the U. S. Army Corps of
WWwil Engineers to house workers for the world’s largest tidal dam project, the
Passamaquoddy Dam. In 1944, at U. S. Naval Construction Training Center
Camp Lee-Stephenson, over a thousand Seabees stood in formation
during a ceremony for the new memorial to the base namesakes; Lt Irwin

3-4 Port Hueneme Seabee Fest % .
W. Lee and Lt. (jg) George W. Stephenson of the 24th Naval Construction
Battalion.

5 NMCB 4 & NMCB 5 Recertify Lee and Stephenson were killed in a Japanese air raid on July 2, 1943, at

Crane Rendova Island in the Solomons along with 23 enlisted men of the 24th
Battalion. They were the first Civil Engineer Corps officers to die in
combat while leading their men in the U. S. Navy's newest branch, the

6 NMCB 25 & NMCB 11 Seabees, that was established in 1942. Most of the thirty streets at Camp
Lee-Stephenson were named for enlisted Seabees that also died with Lee
and Stephenson on Rendova. The other streets were named for Seabees

killed elsewhere in the war.
NMCB 11 & Seabee

710 Celebration

The Navy honored Lt's. Lee and Stephenson by having a 12-ton cement
monument constructed with a large bronze plaque attached to the front
of it. When the base closed in 1946 the plagque was removed and placed
1 NMCB 14 in the Seabee Museum at Port Hueneme, California. The City of Eastport
retained the street names of the enlisted Seabees at Quoddy Village. For
the next 60 years the abandoned moss coated monument that held the
plague that honored Lee and Stephenson sat alone in an empty weed
covered field forgotten by everyone. However, the 60th anniversary of the
memorial to Lee and Stephenson was approaching on September 9, 2004.

NMCB 133, NSF Plank Owner,

12-13 & Golf Tournaments

In January of that year a veterans' group made up of former Seabees that
14-15 This Month in Seabee History served in the 24th Battalion in World War Il and others who served in the
24th Reserve Battalion combined with the city of Eastport, the owner of
the land where the old cement monument stood, NSVA Island X24, a local
Eastport contractor who donated their time to move the monument
stone, as well as many others got the stone moved and cleaned up and
ready for replacement of the bronze plague. As it turned out the bronze
plague was not available so NSVA Island X24 raised the money at their
annual reunion to have a new plaque made like the original as well as a
17 UCT 2 plague for the Seabees for whom the streets at Quoddy Village had been
named. The monument was moved, the new plague affixed, and the
rededication was held. The monument sits across from the Admiral Ben
Morrell Drill Hall at Quoddy Village.
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Ofacebook

linkedin
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tWItter Driving Directions

Travel to the far northeast corner of Maine next to the Canadian border.

. Take US Highway 1 to Maine 190 (Indian Rd.) and turn right. Proceed

@NavySeabeFoundation towards Eastport, Maine and you will come to Quoddy Village. Ask there
on social media! about the Camp Lee-Stephenson monument, and someone will direct you.

Follow
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Port Hueneme Seabee Fest was all the Buzz

Story by Lt.j.g. Drew Verbis
Naval Base Ventura County

The US. Navy Seabee Museum (USNSM)
welcomed more than 750 visitors to its
annual event, Seabee Fest, onboard Naval
Base Ventura County (NBVC), Port Hueneme,
June 8, 2024.

“The museum partnered with the active-duty
Seabee community to bring awareness of
the Seabees,” said Builder Ist Class Thomas
Huber, instructor assigned to Naval
Construction Training Center (NCTC) Port
Hueneme. ‘“It's important for Seabees to
strengthen relationships with the local
publics, driving mission awareness and
recruiting goals.”

Guests were greeted by interactive Seabee

booths and demonstrations explaining
various Seabee rates (general enlisted
occupations), equipment displays,

information tables, and hands-on activities.

“The kids are loving this,” said Utilitiesman
(UT) 1st Class David Hall, assigned to NCTC
Port Hueneme. “They get to visualize what
the Seabees do and they're asking a lot of
great questions.”

Mike Barbusca of El Cajon, Calif, a retired
Builder 1st Class from Construction Battalion
Unit (CBU) 413 agreed with UTI1.

“Kids become pilots because they went to an
air show and became inspired,” said
Barbusca. “It's the same for the Seabee Fest,
one of these kids here today might put on a
uniform and become a Seabee. That is a
meaningful experience.”

The Seabee Fest also
coincided with the grand
opening of a new exhibit

called

“Victory Builders:
The 80th Anniversary of
the Seabees Roles in
Winning WWIL."

This exhibit highlights the Seabees
involvement in many of the major
battles toward the end of WWII, such as
the invasion of Normandy and Marshall
Islands.

"The museum celebrates a culmination
of historical Seabee treasures over the
past eighty-two years, highlighting the
construction and engineering
accomplishments of the Seabees and
the Civil Engineer Corps while
remaining relevant and educational as
possible," said Dr. Lara Godbille, Director
of the USNSM. "One of the things that
makes the Seabee Fest different and
special, is the personal interaction
visitors can have with active-duty
Seabees from all of the rates and many
supporting units onboard Port
Hueneme."

The Naval Construction Force, better
known as the Seabees, was
established in 1942 to meet the Navy's
need for the construction of
advanced bases in combat zones.
They specialize in building roads,
airports, barracks, and ports
anywhere in the world. Their official
logo of a cartoon “Fighting Bee” was
famously designed by Walt Disney
and has become one of the most
recognized military emblems.

“Don't let that logo fool you,” said
Construction Electrician 1st Class
Anthony Nicholson, assigned to Naval
Construction Group (NCQG) 1. “Seabees
are the only expeditionary
construction force in the world. This
means we can deploy to any remote
location, and we defend what we
build; thus, our motto, ‘We Build, We
Fight.”

Nicholson and his shipmates manned
an armory display of modern Seabee
primary and crew served weapons to
include the M2 .50-caliber machine
gun often nicknamed the “ma
deuce,” the M240 machine gun, and
the M4 556mm carbine rifle.

(Continued on next page)


https://www.dvidshub.net/portfolio/1104133/drew-verbis
https://www.dvidshub.net/rss/personnel/1104133
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NBVC
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Continued from page 3

“Many retired service members have asked
about our latest defense capabilities,” added
Nicholson.

Like Mike Abraham of Thousand Oaks, a retired
Engineering Aide (EA) 1st Class fromm CBU 407
who served in Vietnam.

“The EA manual used to describe our rate as the
“brains” of the Seabees,” Abraham stated with a
smile. “For me, the Seabee Fest helps me live, it
brings back a lot of great memories. But it's also
important to teach our younger generations
about the Seabees. This base [Port Hueneme]
used to host Seabee Days, | wished they would
bring that back.”

Spoiler alert, according to Capt. Jason Kranz,
chief staff officer, NBVC, the installation is
working towards returning Seabee Days as a bi-
annual open base event in the near future.

“Connecting the community to our military
mission is part of our national security
responsibility,” said Kranz. “It's important for
NBVC to support our rich Seabee legacy at Port
Hueneme."

Founded in 1942, Naval Construction Battalion
Center Port Hueneme merged with Point Mugu
and San Nicolas Island to become NBVC in
2000. Today it's known as the ‘West Coast Home
of the Seabees,’ supporting NCG-1, Naval
Facilities Engineering and  Expeditionary
Warfare Center, Underwater Construction Team
2, NCTC Port Hueneme, Naval Civil Engineer
Corps Officers School, Navy Cargo Handling
Battalion 14, Naval Mobile Construction
Battalions 3, 4, 5,18 and 25.

“Historically, the Seabees played a major role in
making Ventura County what it is today,” said
Kranz. “It's important for the installation to share
with the community the ongoing role the
Seabees have in supporting the Navy's maritime
strategy.”

And Kranz added, “BZ to the Seabee Museum
for hosting this outstanding Seabee Fest.”

The Seabee Museum, the second oldest U.S.
Navy Museum (in the NHHC system), was
established in 1947 and was recently awarded
accreditation fromm the American Alliance of
Museums, the highest national recognition
afforded the nation’s museums. It is located
outside of the Knott Gate entrance onboard
NBVC, Port Hueneme; base access is not
required, and museum entry and parking is
open to the public at no charge. For more
information about the museum including visitor
information, upcoming education programs
and Seabee Archive online reading room, visit
www.history.navy.mil/seabeemuseum.

Mike Abraham of Thousand Oaks, a
retired Engineering Aide (EA) Ist Class
from CBU 407 who served in Vietnam,
shares ‘sea stories’ during Seabee Fest.
(U.S. Navy photo by Lt.j.g. Drew Verbis)

Builder 1st Class Thomas Huber, assigned
to Naval Construction Training Center
(NCTC) Port Hueneme, provides Seabee
demonstrations during Seabee Fest.

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt.j.g. Drew Verbis)

Utilitiesman (UT) 1st Class David Hall, left,
and Construction Electrician 1st Class
Brogden Hines, right, both assigned to
Naval Construction Training Center
(NCTC) Port Hueneme, provides Seabee
demonstrations during Seabee Fest.

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt.j.g. Drew Verbis)

Builder Chief Lance Aldrich, assigned to
Naval Construction Training Center
(NCTC) Port Hueneme, provides Seabee
demonstrations during Seabee Fest.

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt,j.g. Drew Verbis)

The U.S. Navy Seabee Museum (USNSM)
welcomed more than 750 visitors to its
annual event, Seabee Fest.

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt,j.g. Drew Verbis)

Mike Barbusca of El Cajon, Calif, a retired
Builder 1Ist Class from Construction
Battalion Unit (CBU) 413, shares ‘sea
stories’ during Seabee Fest.

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt,j.g. Drew Verbis)


http://www.history.navy.mil/seabeemuseum
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NMCB 5 and NMCB 4 Seabees Conduct Crane Recertification

Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 and
NMCB 5 recertify a crane on Camp
Shields June 5. (U.S Navy photos by
Mass Communication Specialist

2nd Class Luke Cunningham)




Top right: From left to right, U.S. Navy
Commadore Capt. Doug Whimpey, Navy
Expeditionary Combat Command, ist Naval
Construction Battalion commander, Alvin
Malone, home owner, and U.S. Navy
Commander Matthew Baird Naval
Construction Battalion 25 commanding
officer, cuts a ribbon at the Navajo Nation,
N.M., June 18, 2024. Malone received a new
home built on site as a part of the
Innovative Readiness Training program in
partnership with the Southwest Indian
Foundation. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman
Ist Class Donnell Schroeter)

U.S. Navy Seabees, U.S. Air Force Rapid Engineer Deployable Operational Repair Squadron Engineers (RED HORSE), Alvin Malone,
Arnold Malone, and other attendees, pose for a group photo in front of a new home at the Navajo Nation, N.M., June 18, 2024. The
group photo was taken to celebrate the ribbon cutting of the home as a part of the Innovative Readiness Training program in
partnership with the Southwest Indian Foundation. Originally the home was awarded to Alvin Malone’s father Richard who served
under General Patton in World War Il. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Ist Class Donnell Schroeter)

Can't find parking? Why don't you just add a spot?

Lucky ELEVEN Seabees assigned to our Guam Det repaired

a section of a parking lot by laying down a new slab in place
of the old.
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Seabee volunteers complete community project in Spain

Story by Petty Officer Ist Class James Hong
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 11

ROTA, Spain—A team of U.S. Navy Seabee assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 completed a community
relations project in Rota, Spain, June 7, 2024.

The team, which consisted of three NMCB 11 volunteers, retiled the walls of the Association of People with Disabilities, resulting in a
modernized interior and saving the Association resources and time.

“The construction team showed great professionalism with impeccable work and their great value as people for volunteering their
time for a social cause,” said Antonio Curtido Sanchez, the Association’s president in a letter of gratitude. “We hope that we
continue collaborating in everything that brings us happiness.”

NMCB T1, assigned to 22 Naval Construction Regiment, is forward deployed across the U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa area of
operations, providing civil engineering support for U.S. Sixth Fleet maritime operations to defend U.S., Allied, and partner interests.

NAVSTA Rota provides U.S, NATO and allied forces a strategic hub for operations in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. NAVSTA

Rota is a force multiplier, capable of promptly deploying and supporting combat-ready forces through land, air and sea, enabling
warfighters and their families, sustaining the fleet and fostering the U.S. and Spanish partnership.

BALTOPS24




Drinks are on us (as long as it's water)!

Lucky ELEVEN Seabees supporting BALTOPS24 in Latvia showed Latvian National Guard engineers how to set up a Lightweight Water
Purification System - an essential tool for setting up an expeditionary base. After purifying seawater drawn straight from the Baltic Sea,
the water was tested by medical experts from Navy Environmental Preventive Medicine Unit 2, who gave it a clean bill of health.

NMCB 11 Seabees

Taking "glamping" supporting the

to the next level... Maritime Ashore
Support Team in
Europe set up an

extensive tent camp

to support hundreds

of additional

personnel in Putlos,
Germany, as part of

the BALTOPS24

exercise. Power,
flooring, A/C...you
name it: DET MAST

makes it happen.




Measure, cut, nail, repeat.

Our Lucky ELEVEN Seabees supporting BALTOPS24 in Latvia have been tasked with building a
SWA hut. So we threw some Delta types, lumber and tools into the mix to make it happen.

Stronger Together

Lucky ELEVEN Seabees came together
with U.S. Army Engineers of the 104th
Engineer Company and British Army
Engineers of the 25 (Close Support)
Engineer Group in Romania to support
Resolute Castle 2024!
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NCB 14 completes 2nd Quarter 2024 Annual Training (AT)

FY24 Q2 AT comes to an end, but NCB-14 Seabees have more to do. Clean-up has started from every corner of the operation, from the

water well drilling site near Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center to the Eagle rock crusher at Naval Construction Battalion
Center, Gulfport. Awesome evolution with incredible training, great job 14!
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NMCB 133 conducts training across the country

NMCB 133's Runnin’ Roos are managing multiple projects around the country right now.
One of our waterfront construction companies is conducting their field training exercise
at the Port of Gulfport, while our other waterfront construction company is operating in
Newport, Rhode Island. One of our airfield construction companies is conducting their
command post exercise at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, New Orleans. We also
have Expeditionary Medical Facility team certifying at Camp Pendleton. Conducting
multiple projects and exercises around the country like this allows us to prepare for
deployment and better support the Fleet and Navy Expeditionary Combat Command.

(Photos continued on the next page)
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UNCLASS R

NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

01 July 1849: The Bureau of Yards and Docks was given responsibility for the organization and operation of the entire shore establishment. In
1862, the Bureau relinquished management of Navy yards which became the responsibility of the Bureau of Navigation and on 19 March 1898
the Bureau of Navigation became responsible for the Navy's shore establishment.

01 July 1972: The brig at the Naval Construction Battalion Center, Port Hueneme, CA closed its doors after 26 years of almost uninterrupted
operation dating back to the end of World War II. During the war years there were 11 brigs in the area. Not so many when you consider that the
military population was over 27,000 at the time. With the reduction of operations and personnel at the war's end, correctional facilities were
reduced to one building. Operation of the brig was continuous from 1946 except for a brief 10-month hiatus from October 1949 until August
1950 when the brig was temporarily closed for economic reasons. The brig or correctional center, as it was officially called from 1969 until it
closed, was closed because of the low prisoner population.

01 July 2007: Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit (CBMU) 202 and Sailors attached to the Military Sealift Command (MSC)
hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) finished renovating Puerto Barrios Children’s Hospital in Guatemala. Comfort was on a four-
month humanitarian assistance deployment to Latin America and the Caribbean providing medical treatment to patientsin a
dozen countries.

02 July 1943: LTIG George W. Stephenson and LT Irwin W. Lee of the 24th NCB were killed on Rendova in the Solomons are killed in
action, the first CEC officers to be killed in action in World War Il. (Please see page 2 for more information).

02 July 1966: NMCB 62 commissioned and was the first battalion assigned to the Naval Construction Battalion Center, Gulfport,
Mississippi, after the Center’'s mission was increased “to provide home base facilities for naval Construction Battalions.”

03 July 1965: NMCB 10 completes construction of the 8,000-foot Short Airfield for Tactical Support at Chu Lai, RVN for the Ist Marine
Air Wing.

04 July 1942: Advance Base Depot, Davisville, Rl formally comnmissioned.

04 July 1968: Twelve Seabees reported to Vietnam for duty with Construction Battalion Maintenance Unit 302 two days late. While
bound for Vietnam, their aircraft has been forced down on a small island near Japan by Russian jets. The American crew and
passengers were detained for 48 hours before the United States military chartered aircraft was released by the Russians. The
incident occurred because the Russians claimed the aircraft had violated Soviet air space.

05 July 1942: The 4th NCB arrived at Dutch Harbor, Alaska. This was the first Seabee battalion to arrive in that area. Because of the
variety of construction needs in Alaska, the battalion was employed at three different locations. One detachment of approximately
200 men went to Eider Point; another detachment of approximately 350 men went to Unalaska Village, on Unalaska Island; and the
remaining men were quartered in the Fort Mears Area of Amaknak Island.

09 July 1967: At a dedication ceremony the NMCB 9 campsite was named in honor of UTP2 James O. Miller who was mortally
wounded on 6 February 1967.

10 July 1943: The Seabees introduced their secret weapon on the beaches of Sicily: the famed magic boxes, the steel pontoon
sections which revolutionized the strategy of amphibious warfare. The German and Italian defenders were dug in along the northern

01 JUL 2024 0001L J—?ﬂ J/La,g-u,
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

10 July 1943 (cont.): ..coastline of Sicily where the best beaches were located. There was only one thing wrong with the German strategy. They
had not heard of the new development for joining pontoons to form invasion causeways. Captain John N. Laycock, CEC, USN, developed a
method to join pontoons together by angle iron and bolting pads so that a string of these connected pontoons became a solid structure of
cantilevered integrity. On D-Day, July 10,1943, the Allied armada appeared off the southern coast between Scoglitti and Licata and sent infantry
ashore across long strings of steel pontoons. Other pontoon structures constructed by the Seabees included the rhino ferry and the landing tug.
Each was made by the simple expedient of putting together a couple of dozen pontoons and handing an outboard motor on them.

10 July 1958: When dissident elements in Lebanon threatened to overthrow the government of that country, the United States Sixth Fleet
cruising in the Mediterranean was sent, at the request of the Lebanese government to Beirut to establish and maintain order. Seabees of ACB 2
attached to the Fleet participated in the action with their pontoon causeways when United States Marines were landed on July 10,1958, and again
when the Marines re-embarked several months later. The men of ACB 2 not only participated in the landings, but Beach Salvage Teams of the
battalion were also active in the salvaging of broached boats and swamped vehicles and in the improving of the beaches and roads. The Seabees
in Lebanon also built a road from the beaches to the Beirut Airport.

12 July 2006: Buiilder Ist Class Jerry A. Tharp, NMCB 25, died when an improvised explosive device (IED) detonated at a Seabee project site.

13 July 1967: Naval Construction Training Unit (NCTU) was commissioned at Gulfport, MS. NCTU is now Naval Construction Training Center (NCTC).
NCTU's primary mission in 1967 was training Directly Procured Petty Officers.

13 July 2012: Seabees from NMCB 40 performed its last turnover at Camp Shields, Okinawa, Japan and returned to CONUS from a nine-month
deployment to the U.S. Pacific Command (USPACOM) area of responsibility. While returning for deployment may not be especially newsworthy,
in this case it is. This is the final deployment for NMCB 40; the was disestablished in September.

15 July 1942: The 7th NCB left the Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, California for San Francisco, California. This was the first battalion to stage
through Hueneme.

16 July 1968: The dedication ceremony for Camp Haines was held with RADM J.V. Bartlett, Commander, 3rd Naval Construction Brigade, as guest
speaker. The camp was dedicated in honor of EOC John C. Haines who was killed during NMCB 4's 1967 deployment to Da Nang, RVN.

27 July 1967: NMCB 11 dedicated Dong Ha camp as Camp Barnes in honor of EOCS D.J. Barnes who was fatally wounded during an enemy rocket
attack on Khe Sanh.

27 July 2002: Members of UCT 1 rushed to Somerset, PA to assisted in the rescue of nine coal miners trapped 240 feet underground. The Seabee
divers provided transportable recompression chambers and emergency evacuation hyperbaric stretcher to safeguard the miners once

recovered.

31July 1972: Equipment Operator Constructionman Camella J. Jones formally has her designation changed from Seaman to Constructionman,
thereby becoming the first ever female Seabee at Naval Air Station, Kingsville, Texas.

July 1967: NMCB 8 dedicated Rosemary Point camp, Chu Lai, as Camp Miller in honor of UTP2 James O. Miller who lost his life in an enemy mortar
attack at Tam Ky. NMCB 58 formed its first Seabee Team 5801 under the leadership of LTIG Peter L. Ryan, CEC, USNR.

01 JUL 2024 O001L J—?ﬂ J/La,g-u,
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Explore Seabee History: U.S. Navy Seabee Museum Digitizes
Classic Films

The U.S. Navy Seabee Museum has embarked on an exciting
new project to digitize its extensive collection of historic films,
making them accessible to the public via YouTube. This
initiative, made possible by the generous support of the Navy
Seabee Foundation, aims to preserve and share the rich history
of the Seabees with a wider audience.

The digitized films include a variety of fascinating titles such as
"The Amphibious Construction Battalions" (1952), "The Story of
the Seabees" (1968), "The Organization and Operation of Naval
Construction Battalions: Mobile Construction Battalion" (1952),
"The Battle of Tinian" (1944), and "Seabees in Antarctica" (1958).
These films provide an in-depth look at the pivotal roles
Seabees have played in military history, fromm World War Il thru
the Cold War era.

New films are added to the collection each week, offering fresh
insights and stories from the past. To stay updated and be
among the first to view these historical treasures, follow the
U.S. Navy Seabee Museum'’s YouTube page, @SeabeeMuseum.

This digitization project would not be possible without the
Navy Seabee Foundation’'s dedicated support. Their funding
enables the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum to preserve, protect,
and share the invaluable history of the Seabees, ensuring that
their legacy continues to inspire future generations.

Dive into the past and discover the incredible stories of the
Seabees today by visiting the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum's
YouTube channel.
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UCT 2 participates

in Valiant Shield

Homeported at NBVC Port
Hueneme, Underwater

Construction Team (UCT) Two
participates in operation Valiant

Shield in Malakal Port, Palau
2024
UCT is composed of divers
qualified in both underwater
construction and demolition.
Following Seabee tradition,
teams execute underwater

construction anywhere, anytime,

under any conditions.

Underwater Construction Team TWO is conducting repairs to enhance
the primary commercial port in Palau and extend the lifespan of the
Island Nation’s critical infrastructure. Exercises such as Valiant Shield allow
the Indo-Pacific Command Joint Forces the opportunity to integrate
forces from all branches of service and with our allies to conduct precise,
lethal, and overwhelming multi-axis, multi-domain effects that
demonstrate the strength and versatility of the Joint Force and our
commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Photos from Top Left and clockwise..

Construction Mechanic 1st Class Robert Norton, Construction Electrician
3rd Class Nicholas Bonanno, and Chief Utilitiesman Erik Martin of CTU
75.5.7 (Underwater Construction Team TWO) conduct pre-dive checks
prior to entering the water at Malakal Port, Palau during Exercise Valiant
Shield 2024. (U.S. Navy photo by Engineering Aid 1st Class Vincent Arnuco)

Lieutenant Junior Grade Chris Kelly of CTU 75.5.7 (Underwater
Construction Team TWO) repairs damage to the quay wall at Malakal Port,
Palau during Exercise Valiant Shield 2024. (U.S. Navy courtesy of Chief
Builder Tyler Ault)

Builder 2nd Class Zak Kennedy and Utilitiesmnan 2nd Class Noah Forrider
of CTU 75.5.7 (Underwater Construction Team TWO) repair damage to the
quay wall at Malakal Port, Palau during Exercise Valiant Shield 2024. (U.S.
Navy courtesy of Chief Builder Tyler Ault)

Construction Mechanic 1st Class Robert Norton, Construction Electrician
3rd Class Nicholas Bonanno, and Chief Utilitiesman Erik Martin of CTU
75.5.7 (Underwater Construction Team TWO) conduct pre-dive checks
prior to entering the water at Malakal Port, Palau during Exercise Valiant
Shield 2024. (U.S. Navy photo by Engineering Aid 1st Class Vincent Arnuco)

CTU 75.5.7 (Underwater Construction Team TWO) and CLB-13 personnel
conduct an offload of a C17 aircraft in support of diving and underwater
construction operations at the Malakal Port, Palau during Exercise Valiant
Shield 2024. (U.S. Navy photo by Engineering Aid 1st Class Vincent Arnuco)
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Nonprofit in the Spotlight

In supporting Seabees, our “Non-Profit in the Spotlight” page highlights
additional resources available for Bees.

Empowering Veterans
Through Nature

Our Mission

At Veterans in the Wild, our
mission is empowering veterans

through nature by providing
transformative wilderness
expeditions that promote
healing, resilience, and
community. Through veterans
wilderness trips, we aim to
support veterans in their
transition to civilian life,

fostering physical and mental
well-being, personal growth, and
a sense of belonging. Our
commitment is to honor their
service by offering a sanctuary in

nature where they can
reconnect with themselves,
build lasting camaraderie, and
embrace new challenges in a

supportive and restorative

environment.
Our Team

At Veterans in the Wild, we pride
ourselves on having a dedicated
team of experts who specialize
in guiding veterans wilderness
trips. Our team comprises
seasoned outdoor enthusiasts,
certified wilderness guides, and
mental health professionals, all
united by a common goal: to
support and empower veterans
as they navigate the healing
power of nature.

Veterans in the Wild

With a deep understanding of
the unique challenges faced by
veterans, our experts provide
personalized guidance,
ensuring a safe and enriching

journey. Through tailored
outdoor adventures, we help
veterans reconnect with
themselves, build resilience,
and foster a sense of
community in the serene
embrace of the wilderness.

Our Services

Our organization offers

transformative wilderness trips
for veterans and their families,
fostering personal growth,
resilience, and connection with
nature. Our diverse programs
include:

Veteran Expeditions: Tailored

journeys designed to  help
veterans reconnect with
themselves and each other
through challenging and

rewarding wilderness

experiences.

Wilderness Marriage: Unique
expeditions for veteran couples,
providing an opportunity to
strengthen their bond and
deepen their relationship in the
tranquility of nature.

Student Veteran: Special
programs focused on student
veterans, offering a break from
academic pressures and a
chance to rejuvenate and gain
new perspectives.

Military Expedition: our original
and signature event, designed to
foster resiliency and grit in
active duty service members

In addition to these enriching
experiences, we provide eight

post-expedition coaching
sessions to help participants
integrate the insights and

lessons learned during their time
in the wild into their daily lives.

Looking ahead to 2026, we are
excited to expand our offerings
to include Family Retreats,
creating opportunities for
veterans and their families to
reconnect and build lasting
memories together in the great
outdoors.

A more detailed explanation of each
event and how you can register, or
how you can support these services

Is located here:
https://veteransinthewild.org/
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Morfolk, VA - 10/2
Guam - 10/3
Ventura, CA-10/3
Rotz, Spain - 10/5
Eoston, MA -10/8
San Diego, CA - 10/10
Lucbock. TX -10/12
Jacksonville, FL - 1017
Salt Lake City, UT - 10717
Cleveland, QH - 10/12

San Antonic, TX- 10115 can host an event
Ceoargetown, KY - 10/24 A =COM m ]

Cultport, MS -10/24
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