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Happy 106th Birthday!
Hand Salute, Seabee

The Greatest Generation

Jack Phillips, left, talks
with his father, Carl
Phillips, during the
veteran'’s 106th birthday
party at RiverWoods in
Lewisburg, PA.

LEWISBURG, PA — World
War Il veteran Carl Phillips,
106, recalled his time
stationed in Guam and the
Philippines, about the same
time the Allied invasion
took place on June 6, 1944.

(Excerpts from the Daily Iltem, Sunbury, PA. Photos and captions By Rick Dandes
rdandes@dailyitem.com Jun 5, 2024, Updated Jun 5, 2024)

H. L. Murphy, Williams, Carver, C. Butler

Gerken, Rosen, Christman, Justice, Kottler, Yales, D. D. Smith, Pauplis, M. E. Smith, L. M.
Chapman, Robins, Runyan, O'Brien, Shunk, G. N. Cornell

*Photo from the 115th NCB

i()elzel, Patak, Underwood, Grafton 1943-1945 cruise book, U.S.
Navy Seabee Museum
C. A. Phillips, Kravik, Shumock, Blake, Summers, Ward online research center.
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A Centurian Seabee and his battalion, the 121st NCB

Below are some excerpts and
summations from the 12ist NCB cruise
book for 1943-1945 showcasing the
humility and exploits of the battalion’s
Seabees. Following the excerpts, is a little
of the life of one of the Seabees of this
unique unit that embedded into a Marine
Corps unit for the duration of WWII.
Please visit the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum
online research room to view the cruise
book in its entirety.

FOREWORD

This book probably will do less to
immortalize the Seabees than anything
which has yet been published. This is the
story of ordinary men who did a job while
their country was at war. As soon as the
war was over, the large majority of them
wanted only to go home and forget all
about it. There is no flag waving, no
heroics, no claim to military fame
intended on the following pages. In the
two and one-half years these men were
together, they never learned to call coffee
"mud" nor sugar "sand". This is the story of
the ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIRST
Battalion.

When the time came to chronicle our
history, we realized that before the war we
were unheard of and that after the war we
soon would be forgotten. We discovered
that none of us had attained national
acclaim and that none of us were
supermen. We found that few of our
accomplishments, which seemed so
important to us at the time, ever really
merited public recognition and that in the
final analysis of all the services, our feats
will seem infinitesimal indeed. We found
that we occasionally had been tired and
disgruntled, often homesick and
sometimes scared. Through it all, we
laughed and fought and lived - and died -
just like the ordinary Americans we were.
If the pictorial account which follows
succeeds in bringing a smile, a tear, or a
pleasant memory to this stalwart little
band of civilians in uniform - then our
efforts have been immeasurably
rewarded.

THE EDITORS.

A BATTALION IS BORN

A small, listless group of Seabees,
gathered before the outdoor bulletin
board, waited patiently for the yeoman
to finish. The brisk North Carolina breeze
tugged at the men's clothing and
rippled the typewritten sheet which the
headquarters man was thumb-tacking
into position. As the yeoman turned and
pressed his way through the gathering,
a score of eyes converged on the short,
compendious notice:

ettt

: May 10, 1943

| MEMORANDUM:

|

|

|

o . .

Effective this date, this command will I
henceforth be known as the 12Ist Naval

Construction Battalion redesignated 3rd |

| Battalion, 20th Regiment, 4th Marine |

| Division. |

|

|

|

|

| /s/W.G.Byrne

I Lt. comdr. CEC USNR

|

|

L
The men were silent for several seconds.
Suddenly some raced away to spread the
news through the barracks, others
turned away with a slow smile and still
others stayed to mingle with the group
that was fast snowballing into a buzzing,
excited mob. This was what these men
had waited days and weeks and months
for - to be part of an outfit. No more
drafts, no more replacement groups -
from now on they would live and train
and work together as a unit. And
whether it was a good unit or bad - well,
it would still be their battalion. A lot

depended on their officers of course, but
a lot more depended on the men.

S U IS S U U |

Immediately they began to take new
interest in their bunk-mates and the
fellows with whom they had been
playing pinochle or poker. Friendships
sprang up over dinner and cokes and
bottles of beer. They discovered that the
men in their platoons were out of the
Twenty-first or Nineteenth or Fifty-third
battalions. That some were from the
Seventy-sixth, the Seventy-ninth, the
Forty-ninth and many more. They found
buddies from Oklahoma, New Jersey,

New York, California and Texas; from Utah,
Louisiana, New England; from
Washington, Oregon, Florida - even from
North Carolina itself. The forty-eight were
well represented here. Coined words such
as slopchute, scuttlebutt, chowhound and
earbanger became common-place in
conversations and every man was sure he
was grossly misrated. All agreed, however,
that Hadnot Point, Camp LeJeune, New
River, North Carolina, with its steam-
heated brick barracks, its soda fountains,
bowling alleys, theaters and beer parlors,
its libraries and hospitals, paved streets
and tall trees and green grass - Hadnot
Point must be the most beautiful training
center in the world. They couldn't know
then, of course, that two years later
Hadnot Point would seem even more
desirable - much more.

Some inkling of the type of work in store
for them came when the school and work
assignments were handed out. Men found
themselves attending such things as
pontoon, diving, and refrigeration schools
- classes in malaria control, demolition,
and weapons. Others were dispatched to
build a model camp on the base, make
hinges without metal and construct
buildings without nails.

From May to August, the Seabees and
Marines trained throughout Camp
Lejeune with increasingly difficult phases
to prepare them for what was to come
and on August 4, 1943, the 121st began the
first leg of their western Journey to Camp
Pendleton, Oceanside, California.

The training was almost as different as the
environment. There were ship-to-shore
and desert maneuvers, camouflage
training, swimming and ship evacuation.
After months of additional training,
opinions were voiced that the war might
end before the 121st got a crack at it. Then
in November they sat quietly down and
read about another Marine outfit that had
gone into a place called Tarawa.

In December of 1943 the 12Ist Seabee-
Marines celebrated their first Christmas as
a battalion; an occasion which was slightly
marred by the fact that they were
preparing for another shipboard
maneuver. On January 13, 1944, in the
stillness of early morning, they slipped out
of San Diego harbor.

continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

From here, the cruise book recounts the
journey to “the Real Thing,” traveling 17
long days by sea before reaching land
again, stepping foot on Roi and Namuir,
Marshall Islands, meeting 8,000
Japanese who had been on the islands
for nearly 25 years and were holding
maneuvers the same day that the
Seabees and Marines arrived. The
Seabees and Marines quickly bonded
together as one well-oiled machine and
within 72 hours had taken control of the
islands. The confident victors became
complacent with 9 days of relative quiet
before they were shook back to the
reality of war. The 12Ist had received its
first serious casualties - two dead, many
near death, and several severely
wounded. Other outfits weren't so lucky.
Now it was Hollywood and New York and
Texas that seemed far away - and the
worst was still to come.

On February 15, under previously
received orders, the battalion sailed from
the Marshalls. For many, their sole
possessions consisted of a single pair of
shorts in which they had been sleeping
on the night of the raid. Morale,
unfortunately, was almost as low as
supplies. But fromm somewhere in the
recesses of their minds, most of them
recalled a mental vow they had taken
almost a year ago-through thick and
thin, for better or for worse-it was still
their battalion. Food, clothing, courage
and blood were given where it was
needed. Nine hungry, miserable days
later, they reached Hawaii.

The two and a half months on Maui, in
the Hawaiian Islands, proved to be a
panacea which no mortal doctor could
have administered. Time, the great
healer, did double duty. The battalion
met their rear echelon and recounted
experiences to old friends. There was
liberty again in Paiia, Wailuku, Lahaina
and Kahului. There were beer and steaks
and poker and movies, coconuts,
pineapples, and bananas. It was far from
a holiday, because the 12Ist never
stopped working. They were the
engineers of the 4th Marine Division and
camp Mmaintenance was a big part of the
job. But compared to being on Roi and
Namur or stuck in the bowels of a
transport - Hawaii was truly a paradise.
All too soon, in early May, they once more
received "the word".

The 4th Marines were on the march
again, to write another chapter in their
glorious history. Where? Well, no one
knew exactly. But many had a good idea.
Somewhere out in this vast Pacific was
an island that the United States Army
and Navy planes had been showing a
good deal of interest in lately. An island
called Saipan

June 15, 1944 brought the dawn of a day
long to be remembered in the lives of
those who belonged to the 4th Marine
Division and of course the 12Ist Naval
Construction Battalion, for it was on this
day that the second large invasion of
Japanese territory was to be executed by
these units. The experiences that were
encountered in the Marshalls and the
extra training just undergone had made
us realize that the enemy was no push-
over.

As the first waves neared the beach they
encountered plenty of fire fromm shore.
After the first wave landed the fire
became intense. The following waves of
LVT's were hit with many casualties. By
1230 on "D" day most of the battalion had
landed on the beach in front of the town
of Charan Kanoa. The day was spent in
dodging shells and digging fox-holes.
Many of the men were posted as guards
on enemy wrecked boats and others
guarded the stockade with its growing
population of men, women and children.
That night was one of sleeplessness as
shells were still falling and there was also
a possibility of an attack from the sea.

To boost troop morale just a bit during
the initial fighting, the 27th Army
Division was landed during the night.
Now with the 2nd and 4th Marine
Division and the 27th Army Division the
enemy did have quite a problem on his
hands.

The beach work was progressing at great
speed and supplies were coming in at an
encouraging rate. Our work as beach
party ended on D plus 4 and we headed
for a new assignment of clearing the
Japanese Aslito air field and getting it
ready for operation. Everyone worked
with utmost diligence with what gear
was available. With the help of Japanese
equipment and improvised brooms
made of brush the air field was ready for
planes by nightfall. Great joy went
through the camp when the first plane
landed on the strip. It was a Navy TBF
that landed about 1800 five days after "D”

day. Soon after transports, night fighters
and B-24's landed. This gave us a feeling of
security for the nightly raiders needed to
have something like the P-61 or "Black
Widows" to keep them at a distance.

The work of the battalion was not all air
strip work but included railroad and road
repair, the reconstruction of Japanese
installations that were to be put in
operation. This work was not going on
unnoticed by the enemy for snipers were
firing on our men while they were
working. A roving guard was maintained
at all times. The air alerts were getting to
be a nightly habit and to our joy planes
occasionally would be shot down.

After Saipan was secured, 9 July 1944, the
battalion's major job was to put the
railroad in condition and also to get ready
for the Tinian invasion. Equipment and
supplies had to be procured and gear on
hand to be put in good condition. A pier
was constructed and a road to a hospital
located near the beach. The battalion also
built ramps for LVT's, later referred to as
“doodlebugs,” which played and
important part on the beach of Tinian. A
special detail of picked men were sent to
Tinian to set up these ramps on "J" day
which was the day that Tinian was
invaded. The battalion was alerted on July
24th and moved to the beach above
Charan Kanoa for further instructions. Two
days later the battalion boarded two LCT's
with all equipment and supplies and
headed toward Tinian. It was impossible to
land on Tinian this day and it was
necessary to spend a sleepless, rainy night
and the LCT's. The invasion of Tinian was
not as difficult as that of Saipan and it can
be laid to the fact that the enemy on
Tinian had an opportunity to see at close
range just what the Saipan campaign was
like, The following morning about 0800
landings were made on the beach and the
march to the air field was begun. Our
advance parties had the situation well in
hand and it was nice to get a welcome
from some of our own men. The men
again worked hard to get the strip in
readiness for the first planes. This time we
had brought with us enough brooms and
other equipment and the task of clearing
the field progressed very rapidly. The first
plane to arrive was a P-47 and from then
on planes came in with supplies and
evacuated wounded with the utmost
speed.

Continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

Work on the airfield and roads kept most
of the men busy while others were
making the camp conditions a bit better.
Salvage crews were bringing in supplies
and equipment and that could be used
in further work of the battalion and also
fill in our small stock of supplies.

The shanty town about the
administration building was day by day
getting to be quite a project as men
brought in salvaged material to make
their homes a bit more comfortable. The
food situation grew acute as the ocean
was too rough to unload the necessary
cargo for carrying on the assault. For
more than four weeks “C” rations were all
that could be procured. It was rough for
the men but they all realized the
situation and very few complained.
Surveyors were laying out a new camp
site and It was promised that soon our
regular galley and camp equipment
would arrive with the rear echelon. Living
under combat conditions and also trying
to do a good construction job was more
of a problem than what many of us
expected.

Looking bad over this period it can be
said that the 121st worked as traditional
Seabees during the invasion days and
with the scarcity of equipment and
supplies did a job to be proud of. Living
conditions were crude and the time-
honored  serviceman's privilege of
"griping" was taken full advantage of but
the men stuck to their work, did the job
and emerged with the self-assurance
and pride of a recognized veteran
combat construction crew.

s.:i .i > - - [
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That tour made a lasting impression on
a young Seabee, Shipfitter 3/C Tom
Cooper who served as a Browning
Automatic Rifleman (BAR) providing
security throughout his tour in each of
the locations mentioned above from
January 1943 to February 1946. When the
war was over and he returned home, the
first thing he did was to complete his
senior year at his Brooklyn, N.Y. high
school. Tom continued his schooling in
Washington State, earning his Bachelors

of Arts in Education, his Masters in
Education  Administration and a
Doctorate in Administration

(Educational Facility Planning). He then
began working as a High School
Administrator. After awhile, he moved to
a neighboring school district as Director
of Educational Facilities Planning and
retired in 1980. After retirement, he
consulted throughout the state.

When asked how being a Seabee
impacted his life, he responded, ‘I
cannot tell you how proud am of the
work of our battalion. It seemed as if we
had the necessary skillsets along the
way. We trained as Marines in two very
good camps, Lejeune and Pendelton.
Our older than usual guys kept up so
well with ther training. | believe the

Above: Tom Cooper hitching a ride on
the back of a Jeep on Saipan D+3.

& "Platoon 6,

Marines were our best friends. We were
not sent to the islands as rifle
companies, but we did our beach
engineering well. The Fourth Division.
received a Presidential Unit Citation for
the capturing Saipan and Tinian and the
12ist NCB was included in that award.
Example: On the 4th day (or fifth) we
had the Aslito Airfield cleared. A few days
later the narrow gauge railroad was in
use. | was given a Browning Automatic
Rifle for the Saipan invasion. | was
assigned an ammo carrier, we were a
BAR Team. My BAR Team assistant, Paul
A. Payne, we called him PAP! He was one
of the many “Good old boys” from
Tennessee! What a man he was. | was 19
he probably 29 years. He was the steady
influence that | needed. | was smart
enough to listen! We met joyfully twice
after the war.”

Tom Cooper recently celebrated his
100th birthday with family and friends
over the course of 4 days. He earned
every bit of it. A week following his
birthday, we extended that a 5th day in
celebrating with some local Seabees
over breakfast. It was a rainy day with
many treasured sea stories.

Happy Birthday, Seabee!

The Pacific Northwest Seabees & Friends
Breakfast was extra special in August by
presenting a Navy Seabee Foundation
Certificate of Honor to Tom Cooper in
recognition of his 100th birthday. And of
course, the camaraderie of Seabees is
always top notch!

Shipfitter 3/C Tom Cooper is barely in this
picture to the far right. He was half cut off
in the cruise book photo.
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NMCB 1 Seabees complete mission in Colombia ~ Continuing Promise 2024

Continuing Promise 2024, a U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command-led mission, features multinational coordination, collaboration,
and caring through partner-led events, where U.S. military personnel, civilian mariners, civilian professionals, and volunteers
conduct “diplomacy through good deeds,” which improve local infrastructure, bolster collective capabilities and skills, and facilitate
an environment of collaborative learning. NMCB 1 worked on renovations to Centro de Salud La Candelaria in Cartagena, Colombia.

Photos (L-R): Top: 1. Steel Worker 3rd Class Michael Yatsky (JA). 2, 3. Steel Worker 2nd Class Audrie Tavolazzi. (JA, ML) Middle: 1.
Alex Tejada Nuriez, center, the director of the Department of Health for the Administrative District of Cartagena, joins hands with
members of the Colombian Navy and U.S. Navy Builder 1st Class Gabriel Murga Altan during turnover (ML). 2. Alex Tejada Nufiez,
left, poses for a photo with Construction Electrician 3rd Class Cyera Garrett, center, and Construction Electrician 2nd Class Jose
Cordova Berrios, right (ML). Bottom: 1, 2. Builder 3rd Class Devin Kiger (JA, ML). Photos by: Seaman Jasmin L. Aquino (JA) and
Chief Petty Officer Mark Logico. (ML) and photo credits are marked by their initials at the end of the photo notes..
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Trailblazers in the ranks: Women leading the way

Story by Chief Petty Officer Justinin
Stumberg
22nd Naval Construction Regiment

As the U.S. Navy celebrates Women's
Equality Day, the 22nd Naval Construction
Regiment (NCR) takes pride in
highlighting the exceptional women
within its ranks who are leading the way
in naval construction. These trailblazers
are not only breaking barriers but also
setting new standards for excellence in
the Seabee community, proving that
leadership, skill, and dedication know no
gender.

Profiles in Leadership

Among the distinguished women of the
22nd NCR is Supply Officer Lt. Krista
Yarbrough, from Copperas Cove, TX. With
7 years of service, Lt. Yarbrough has been
at the forefront of numerous critical
missions, including logistical and
contracting support for all 22NCR
subordinate commands including Naval
Mobile Construction Battalions (NMCB) 11,
1, and 133. Her leadership style is defined
by a commitment to mentorship and
empowering the next generation of
Seabees.

"As a woman here, | have to work harder
than the men to prove myself and my
position. All the Seabees care about is if |
can get my job done and move quickly.
This community taught me how to think
on my toes and find creative solutions for
fast moving projects and shifting focuses,”
said Yarbrough. “This tour is a great
practice in agility, and I'm never bored
while working with a top-notch Chiefs
mess while being able to share leadership
perspectives that we can all take on our
next tours and through life.”

Overcoming Challenges and Breaking
Barriers

Equipment Operator 1st Class Edith
Juarez, from Sierra Vista, Calif., has 19 years
in the Navy and has made a significant
impact within 22 NCR. As one of the few
women in her specialty, EO1 Juarez has
not only excelled in her technical duties
but has also taken on the role of
mentoring junior personnel. As the

INn naval construction

Embark Leading Petty Officer, she is
responsible for the personnel movement
of hundreds of Sailors for multiple
deployed battalions.

“As an organization, the Seabees and the
Navy have made huge strides in the right
direction since | joined in 2005," said
Juarez. “Women are built different and
have different requirements, and now that
the Navy is recognizing those needs, it's
attracting more women to the Seabee
career field. Like the recent updated
parental leave policy that extends leave to
12-weeks after a birth, adoption, or
accepted placement of a child for long-
term foster care.”

Paving the Way for the Future

The 22nd NCR also celebrates the
achievements of Lt. Leigh Ann Mehs from
Hatton, N.D.,, Advanced Based
Construction Company 1 company
commander. Mehs is responsible for three
main functional areas including Camp
Mitchell maintenance oversight, Seabee
projects around Rota, and Officer-In-
Charge discrepancy projects that are
helpful to the local community. Her
approach to leadership is rooted in
collaboration and continuous learning,

Lt. Leigh Ann Mehs

EO1 Edith Juarez

gqualities that have earned her the respect
of her peers and subordinates alike.

“The biggest challenge is being receptive
to change and being adaptive. Every tour
can be different whether that's personality
or skillset based,” said Mehs. “You have to
find opportunities for self-improvement
and continuous growth.”

Leading into the Future

As the 22nd NCR continues its mission,
the contributions of these remarkable
women serve as a powerful reminder of
the importance of diversity and inclusion
in the US. Navy. Their leadership,
determination, and success are not just
paving the way for future female Seabees
—they are strengthening the entire Naval
Construction Force and enhancing its
ability to meet the challenges of
tomorrow.

Naval Construction Regiment (NCR) 22
exercises command and control of Naval
Construction Force (NCF) assigned units
and to oversee the operational
employment and logistics support of
deployed NCF units in the U.S. European
Command, U.S. Africa Command, and U.S.
Central Command areas of operation.

Lt. Krista Yarbrough
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NMCB4 completes COMMEX, CPX, and more

NMCB4 Seabees demonstrated their commitment to excellence during a
comprehensive Communications Exercise COMMEX. All units of action
participated, but our NMCB Headquarters took the lead as the main effort for
evaluation.

COMMEX is a training evolution which evaluates a unit's ability to effectively
pass and receive communications. NMCB 4 is implementing a robust
construction skill training plan to prepare for a dynamic mission set throughout
the Indo-Pacific in support of Combatant Commander strategic objectives.

We successfully accomplished the critical task of acquiring, processing,
communicating information, and maintaining status. Our teams gathered vital
intel on the mission, enemy forces, friendly forces, terrain, and weather. They
translated this information into actionable data, ensuring that every piece of
information was retained and disseminated effectively across all channels. This
is one of several unit level training events in preparation for our upcoming field
training exercise.

Our Seabees continue to sharpen their skills, ensuring we're always ready to
build and fight in any environment. Bravo Zulu to everyone involved in this
successful exercise!

Following the COMMEX, NMCB 4 began their Command Post Exercise CPX
which allows our battalion to further test and evaluate our command and
control capabilities for future operations.
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NAVFAC EXWC, CDD Charlie, SRF-JRMC, and CSG-7 conduct
Fleet Mooring Inspections at Fleet Activities Yokosuka

Naval Facilities Engineering and
Expeditionary Warfare Center (NAVFAC
EXWC) conducted underwater
inspections of mooring systems on board
Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Japan, July 15 to
July 25. These Fleet Mooring Inspections
(FMI) were supported by Construction
Dive Detachment (CDD) Charlie, the U.S.
Naval Ship Repair Facility and Japan
Regional Maintenance Center (SRF-JRMC)
Dive Locker, and Commander, Submarine
Group 7 (CSG-7).

To complete the inspections, NAVFAC

EXWC requested Underwater
Construction Team (UCT) Two for
underwater engineering services, to

which CDD Charlie provided diving
supervisors, underwater construction
technician divers, diving life support
systems, and tools and equipment. The
SRF-JRMC Dive Locker assisted in the FMI
by supplying the team with dive boats,
coxswains, and additional divers. A CSG-7
Undersea Medical Officer, Commander
Matthew Keller, accompanied the team in
diving and providing expertise. This is the
first joint-command FMI after the COVID-
19 pandemic; A NAVFAC EXWC Engineer-
In-Charge (EIC) could not be present in
2021.

On the experience, Commander Keller
commented, "l had a great experience
diving with UCT Two and NAVFAC EXWC.
In the world of diving and submarine
medicine, it is important to experience
first-hand the challenges faced by our
ship's husbandry, salvage, and
underwater construction teams. By
operating together, medical can better
communicate and understand common
doctrine and procedures.”

NAVFAC EXWC periodically inspects
moorings worldwide to assess the
capacity and condition of the mooring
systems in accordance with Unified
Facilities Criteria (UFC) 4-150-09. Moorings
on board Fleet Activities Yokosuka are
critical in providing safe mooring
positions for Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force (JMSDF) Towada-class
replenishment ships, Non-Self-Propelled
Open Lighters (YC-class), and Dry Dock
Caissons when not in use. FMlIs,
conducted every three years, allow
engineers to determine if the moorings
are safe for use at their design ratings.

“Partnering between divers from four
different coommands was crucial for the
safe and efficient execution of this project

for Commander, Navy Installations
Command (CNIC) and the SEVENTH
Fleet,” said NAVFAC EXWC Ocean

Engineer and Diving Officer Paulstephen
Chierico, who served as the EIC. “It's
always great when Navy Divers can get
together to complete vital underwater
work together. The mission was a great
success during this deployment of UCT
Two CDD Charlie and provided
sustainment for these fleet moorings for
the next three years.”

For over 75-years, U.S. Naval Ship Repair
Facility and Japan Regional Maintenance
Center (SRF-JRMC) has been the linchpin
of U.S. naval operations in the Indo-Asia-
Pacific region by providing intermediate-
level and depot level repair for the ships
of the US. Navy and the U.S. Seventh
Fleet.
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Story by Petty Officer 1st Class
Andrew Waters
NMCB 133

GULFPORT, Mississippi -  Seabees
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion (NMCB) 133 conducted their
field training exercise (FTX) from July 22,
2024 to July 29, 2024 across multiple
locations in Mississippi, Louisiana and
North Carolina.

This field training exercise saw NMCB 133
split into multiple units of action and
conduct independent construction and
tactics operations with a centralized
headquarters company to practice
command and control over the
subordinate units.

“The assigned missions and adaptive
scenarios do an exceptional job in
preparing battalions  for globally
dispersed operations in competition,
crisis and conflict,” said Cmdr.
Christopher W. Archer, NMCB 133's
commanding officer. “Our units of action
exercised mission command from
locations around the country, conducting
high quality airfield, waterfront and
advanced base construction operations
while adjusting to changes in the threat
environment. Our operational planning
teams knocked every task out of the
park, rapidly working through the naval
planning process to analyze multiple
naval construction missions, develop
courses of action, and ultimately issue

orders for our units to execute. We
completed this evolution having
established a firm foundation to

accomplish all projected future missions.”

Earlier in 2024 the Naval construction
force (NCF) reorganized into units of
action focused on specific types of
construction. This caused significant
changes to how the units of action train
and conduct operations including FTX.

“Operating in a distributed environment
results in the individual companies
having to rely much more on their own
planning and small unit training than we
had to in the past,” said Lt. Cmdr. Heidi
Lawrenz, NMCB 133's operations officer.
“When logistics and reach back support
is limited, the smaller units must take on
more responsibility and mission
command, understanding and executing
commander’s intent and operating with
little to no logistical support.”

SEPTEMBER 2024

NMCB 133 completes field exercise

Both Archer and Lawrenz expressed that
these changes more accurately reflect
how Seabee battalions have been
conducting deployments in recent times
and better prepares them to support task
force commanders in a deployed
environment.

In addition to changes in the battalion’s
structure, the NCF has implemented
changes to the military tactics they
evaluate to more realistically reflect
modern threats.

“Each company faced their own unique
challenges, ranging from unmanned
aerial systems and missile threats to
degraded communications to battling
the rain and heat at Camp Shelby,” said
Lawrenz. “I was extremely impressed
with how motivated everyone was, and

how well each unit came together to
overcome these challenges and meet the
mission.”

Despite all of the changes to this year's
FTX, NMCB 133 was able to overcome the
obstacles in their path and certify for
deployment.

“No matter where our battalion deployed
for this exercise, our Sailors embraced the
challenges, rapidly adjusted to
conditions, and executed high quality
construction to enable fleet maneuver,”
said Archer. “I'm proud of the tactical and
technical training we conducted on and
prior to FTX, and of the training and
guidance we received from Naval
Construction Group 2 before we went to
the field and throughout the exercise - it
was a whole of Seabee effort and we
were well prepared.”
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NSU State Department Seabees in action!

East Asia/Pacific (EAP)

CM2 Lance liames has hit the ground
running working within the EAP region.
From replacing relay boards, verifying,
labeling and cleaning up wiring in
Majuro, Marshal Islands to neutralizing
containers in Manila, Philippines. His
actions were instrumental in ensuring
proper security posture through
corrective  maintenance within the
region.

Keep up the good work CM2!

Southern Europe (SEUR)

CMDCM Michael Bonifer and SEUR
Region Chief UTC Steven Kasten visit CM1
Kilgore and SW1 Shipman in Athens,
Greece during the AOIC and OIC annual
site visits.

Check out their visit to 5th-century BC
landmarks, including the Acropolis, a
hilltop citadel topped with ancient
buildings like the colonnaded Parthenon
temple.

They also visited the Temple of Poseidon,
Theatre of Dionysus, and the Olympic
Theatre!
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“Navy Week” sailors help build homes for families in need

By Bradley Davis
KRDO News

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (KRDO) -
Members of the Navy's Construction
Battalion, the “Seabees,” joined Pikes
Peak Habitat for Humanity to build low-
income housing Friday at the Ridge at
Sand Creek development.

“Finding affordable housing is getting
more and more difficult across our nation,
and Habitat for Humanity has been
working for decades to provide affordable
housing,” said Pikes Peak Habitat for
Humanity construction superintendent
Eric Wells.

When asked about the Navy's help,
“They're fantastic. | would love to have
them again next week, or the following
week, or even next year.”

The Seabees rarely board ships. Instead,
they're combat-trained builders who
build military structures on the coast and
across the world. This week, they built in
Colorado Springs.

"Boats don't really go on mountains or
anywhere near mountains, so it's good to
show the community the Navy is here.
They're present,” said Seabee Builder
Third Class Kymberly Vecellio.

Vecellio has more than a baseline
understanding of Colorado’'s geography.
She's from Colorado Springs, before
moving to graduate from Pueblo West
High School.

She's joined by her Lead Chief Petty
Officer Taylor Reed, who's also from the
Springs. They're both excited to make an
impact in their home community.

"We can come back and show our kids
and whoever, like, ‘Oh, mom helped build
that house when she was in the Navy,”
Vecellio said.

"Out of the 20 years I've been in the Navy,
this is probably one of the best times I've
had at any Navy-related event," Reed said.

It's good timing for Reed, who is retiring
from the Navy this February.

“It's like the cherry on top.”

The Seabees worked on three different
houses Thursday and Friday at the Ridge
at Sand Creek home build. They also
volunteered at Habitat for Humanity's
ReStore, which takes in donated vanities
and building materials leftover from
construction projects. Before that, The
Seabees helped build a cat shelter in
Teller County.
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

01 September 1942: Officers and men of the 6th NCB landed on Guadalcanal in the Solomons. These were the first Seabees to land on any
enemy held island in World War Il and the first to engage the enemy in combat. The 6th Seabees tackled their most important job: repairing
the airstrip then named Henderson Field. It was a never-ending job, for as fast as the builders leveled the strip and put down Marston matting,
the Japanese would send bombers overhead to drop high explosive bomibs on the strip. As the fighting around the island increased, the
Seabees developed a system of repairing the damaged airstrip in minutes. Less than 40 minutes after Japanese bombers swooped down and
strafed the field, the Seabees, waiting with previously-loaded trucks, would dart out on the strip and completely fill in the bomb holes. Many
times the Seabees worked furiously to repair the field while crippled U.S. Marine interceptors circled overhead waiting to land. Several times
while ducking bullets, the Seabees worked on one end of the field making repairs as the Japanese infantry fought with U.S. Marine defenders at
the other end. On several occasions the Seabees fought beside the U.S. Marines in hand-to-hand combat against the Japanese troops.

01 September 1969: The First Reserve Naval Construction Brigade was established under the command of Rear Admiral George
Reider, CEC, USNR.

01 September 2008: Responsibility for security in Anbar Province was transferred from the United States to Iraqgi civilian authorities,
marking the return of the 11th of 18 provinces to provincial Iragi control. Iraqgi forces are now taking the lead in security operations in
Anbar, with American troops moving into an overwatch role. Formerly one of the most dangerous provinces in Iraqg, Anbar has been
transformed and reclaimed by the Iragi people.

02 September 1969: Typhoon Doris severely damaged the Quang Tri Camp of NMCB 74 and various other camps and civilian
communities in the Republic of Vietnam. A quirk of fate some might say, because half of the battalion’s main body was still at home
port in Gulfport, Mississippi when the Gulf coast was hit by Hurricane Camille on August 19, 1969. After Camille, this half joined the
other half already in Vietnam just in time to encounter Typhoon Doris. Thus, nearly half of the Seabees of the battalion suffered
through two severe tropical storms within two weeks, each storm on a different side of the world.

03 September 1967: At Dong Ha, 5 miles south of the DMZ, a combined Viet Cong — NVA rocket attack detonated 20,000 tons of
ammunition and 40,000 gallons of aviation fuel near NMCB 11's camp. The explosions rocked the base for eight hours, and this
represented the largest ammunition disaster in recorded history. Miraculously, no Americans or South Vietnamese were killed.

04 September 2002: Construction Mechanic st Class David Tucker from Bloomington, Ill. drove through Orote Point rock quarry,
Guam to demonstrate how the new Truckzilla Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement (MTVR) cargo/personnel transport can travel
through the tough terrain. The MTVR was designed to replace older, commmercially based cargo trucks used by Seabees. Petty Officer
Tucker was assigned to the Fighting Forty of NMCB 40.

04 September 2004: Steelworker 3rd Class Eric Lyle Knott killed in Fallujah, Irag in an indirect fire attack on the base. Knott was
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. CUCM Marty Yingling, CMC Darren Williams, and SW3 Justin Sasser were injured in the
attack that killed Eric Knott and were also awarded Purple Hearts.

05 September 2012: NMCB 7's commmanding officer, Cmdr. Gordie Meyer, cased the battalion’s colors for the third time in its history
in @ decommissioning ceremony on board the Naval Construction Battalion Center (NCBC) Gulfport, Mississippi.

09 September 1943: Before dawn on this day, initial Allied landings took place at Salerno, Italy. For these landings, the 12-mile beach
was divided into two parts. The north section was invaded by the 46th British Division that landed from tank landing ships with the
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

aid of the 1006th Seabee Causeway Detachment (CBD 1006). The south section was invaded by the American forces that also landed on
causeways laid down by Seabee pontoon crews. The Germans, however, were ready at Salerno. The landing ships carrying the Seabees and their
pontoons took a frightful beating. Many pontoon strings were sent ashore and were blown up on the mined beaches. Allied ships guarding the
beaches were bombed by German guided missiles and dive bombers and torpedoes and shelled by German submarines and patrol craft.
During the first ten days of the battle, the Seabees bivouacked on the Salerno beaches while they unloaded ships, built unloading-slips and
roadways, and cleared traffic, and did it all while under constant fire. The 1006th Detachment suffered 28 percent casualties. LT Carl M. Olson,
CEC, USNR, the Officer in Charge of the 1006th Detachment, and seven of his men were killed in action. The Allies won the battle at Salerno, and
Seabee operations were invaluable in the great victory. LT Olson was the first Civil Engineer Corps officer killed in action.

Tl September 2012: Underwater Construction Team (UCT) 2 conducted an assessment of the chains holding the dock next to the USS Arizona
Memorial on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Sept. T1. This is the first time UCT 2 has been able to dive the memorial,a moment they shared on
the Tith anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.

12 September 1944: Underwater demolition teams, led by Civil Engineer Corps officers and composed of mostly Seabees, began clearing the
approaches to Peleliu for an amphibious assault. Three days later U.S. Marines of the First Division came ashore accompanies by Seabees of the
33rd and 73rd NCBs and CDB 1054. Initially, the CBD 1054 Seabees operated pontoon barges and causeways to assist in the landing of supplies
and vehicles, while the Seabees of the 33rd and 73rd worked on the beach unloading cargo. On 19 September, however, when the airfield was
captures, they began clearing debris from the airstrips. The following day their construction equipment was brought ashore and the Seabees
began making rapid repairs. Only 72 hours later three squadrons of fighter aircraft were able to land and begin operations. On 23 September the
Seabees began constructing a bomber base which, despite land mines and mortar fire, they made operational in seven days.

12 September 1966 The facility containing the two NMCB camps and the 30th NCR headquarters at Red Beach, RVN, was hamed Camp Haskins
in memory of BUL2 Donald Dean Haskins of NMCB 9 who was killed in action on 28 October 1965 when Camp Adenir, Da Nang, RVN, came under
Viet Cong attack.

12 September 1968: An NMCB 1 jeep carrying the Delta Company commander and company chief, LTIG Arthur D. Moscrip, Jr.and BUC W.W.
McGinn, hit a mine while enroute to a job site at 2/1 Marines south of Da Nang, RVN. BUC McGinn was killed instantly and LTJG Moscrip died at
0120 the following morning.

12 September 2012. NMCB 40 was decommissioned after 46 years of active service. The battalion originally “stood up” in Octolber 1942 in support
of our country's efforts in WWIL. In 1945, when the war was over, the battalion was decommissioned. The disestablishment lasted for more than 20
years until the unit was commissioned once again on Feb.1,1966, for Vietnam

13 September 1966. CM3 Marvin G. Shields was awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously for his acts of heroism at the 1965 Battle of Dong Xoai
in the Republic of Vietnam. The medal was presented to his wife, Joan, and his daughter, Barbara, by President Lyndon B.Johnson at the White
House. This Medal of Honor was the first ever awarded to a Seabee.

23 September 2011: ADM Michael Mullen presented Brooke Toner, widow of LTIG Francis L. Toner IV, CEC, USN with her late husband’s Silver Star,
awarded for action against the enemy as Garrison Engineer, Camp Mike Spann Embedded Training Team, Afghanistan. Toner was also

posthumously awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star with Valor.

28 September 2014: NMCB 17, known as the Desert Battalion, decommissioned at Fort Carson, Colorado after seven decades of service.
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NMCB 11 closes out deployment in style

It's School Season! Lucky ELEVEN Seabees and Marines from the 8th Engineer Support Battalion paid a visit to the Larve D/A Primary
School in Dabala, Ghana, to visit the students and donate school supplies.

Smooth Operators! Lots
of moving parts here for
our Cyprus crew as they
continue their work!

Reps and sets, reps and sets... If you dream it, you conduit. Lucky ELEVEN Builders and Electricians here in Rota took advantage of
the nice weather to deliver some hands-on masonry and interior wiring training to junior troops on Camp Mitchell's tech trainer site.

Continued on next page.
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You call, we haul! Lucky
ELEVEN Seabees in our
Guam Det drove U.S. Naval
Hospital Guam's parade
float down Marine Corps
Drive in commemoration
of the 80th Anniversary of
the Liberation of Guam.

Keep it moving! Lucky
ELEVEN Seabees from
both Alfa and Delta
companies have been
putting in work on the
Military ~ Working Dog
project on Naval Station
Rota, Spain.

FIX, FLY, FIGHT!

A team of LUCKY ELEVEN Seabees headed
out to Ramstein Air Base in Germany last
week to take a class on Rapid Airfield
Damage Repair led by the USAF's 435th
Construction and Training Squadron.

WELCOME HOME!
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U.S. Navy Seabee Museum update & Seabee Celebration

Have you visited the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum
lately? The museum was established in 1947 and
is the second oldest museum in the Naval
History and Heritage Command (NHHC) system.

The mission of the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum is
to select, collect, preserve and display historic
material relating to the history of the Naval
Construction Force, better known as the
Seabees, and the U.S. Navy Civil Engineer corps.

It is located at Naval Base Ventura County,
outside the perimeter fence, is easily reached
from Los Angeles and Santa Barbara. Museum
parking is available from Ventura Road without
accessing the base. The museum is on the
corner of Ventura Road and Sunkist Street, near
the Knott Gate entrance. The museum offers
free parking and is available from Ventura Road
without accessing the base. The museum is free
and open to the public.

In June 2024, the museum opened a new
temporary exhibit - Victory Builders: The 80th
Anniversary of the Seabees Role in Winning
WWII. The exhibit highlights major operations
the Seabees participated in during World War Il
including Operations Overlord, Forager, and
Flintlock.

Here's a peek at what you'll see when you take a
trip through Seabee history, explore a WWII
Liberty Ship training diorama, and meet the
challenge of loading cargo on the interactive
U.S.S. Neversail!


www.seabee.org
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Seabee volunteers clean up around the Seabee Musuem

Thank you to the "CAN DO" crew from Center for
Seabees and Facilities Engineering, Civil Engineer Corps
Officers School and NCTC Port Hueneme who
volunteered their time at the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum
to beautify the museum's exterior. Active duty staff,
students and family members pulled weeds, cleaned up
the bricks, trimmed bushes and picked up trash around
the museum grounds. BZ to a job WELL DONE!
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Nonprofit in the Spotlight

In supporting Seabees, our “Non-Profit in the Spotlight” page highlights
additional resources available for Bees.

Utah Veterans Alliance

While there are several veterans’
charities that provide services for
our veterans nationally and
abroad, it is for our Utah heroes
that the Utah Veterans Alliance
was established. It is our goal to
recognize and show our
appreciation to Utah'’s military
community through service and by
raising public awareness to the
needs of our vets.

Helping Hands for Utah's Heroes

The transition from active-duty military
service to the job of rebuilding a life, for a
veteran and his or her family, can be
overwhelming; even more if a soldier
comes home with a combat injury or
illness. Moving away from a combat
mindset is certainly hard enough, but
add to that the changes at home,
financial needs, or finding a job, and the
transition becomes even more difficult.
These are only a few of the initial
adjustments a returning vet must deal
with, and the list goes on. Remember, the
physical wounds and mental suffering
that these men and women have
endured lasts well beyond the battlefield
and we need to understand that
something as simple as the extra
expense of a car repair, or as difficult as
making a home handicap accessible, can
be the one event that brings the best laid
plans tumbling down.

Then there are the military
families awaiting their soldiers
return, or the disabled veteran
who lives on a fixed income,
who can they turn to when the
furnace goes out, or the roof
needs repaired, or the yard is
just too much to handle and
has become overgrown?

These are all things that the
Utah Veterans Alliance can help
with. By providing financial
assistance or organizing a
service project, even by
connecting the veterans or
their families with resources in
the community who can
provide assistance, we want to
help them stay self sufficient
and improve their quality of
life.

These are our heroes and they
deserve our support. These
proud men and women won't
ask for a handout, but with your
support we can offer them a
hand-up

If you would like to join us by
making a donation or request
assistance, or if you would like
to nominate a veteran for a
service project, please click the
link on our webpage and fill out
our contact form.

As part of the Utah Veterans
Alliance, the website shares other

resources available for Utah
residents (and some for any
veteran regardless of state of

residence).
Other resources include:

Crisis Hotline 988 and Press 1 for
veteran services

Veterans, servicemembers, and
their loved ones can receive free,
confidential support 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year
— even if they are not registered
with VA or enrolled in VA health
care. With options if you do not
want to call them, but want to
contact them.

Women Veterans Call Center 1-
855-829-6636

Care Giver Support 1-855-260-
3274

The website has numerous
Housing, Health Care,
Employment Services, other
Veterans Services, Discounts, and
Legal resources listed to support
veterans and families.



https://4rutvets.org
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The Sportsman Division #12, sponsored by the Navy
Seabee Foundation, VVA AVVA chapter 207, the POW
MIA Honor Guard from 207, and the DAV
Massachusetts Chapter 9, as well as the Veterans
Association of Bristol County finished in 5th for season
qualifying for the drive to the cup playoff format.


https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBE7E6
https://www.seabee.org/donate
https://www.seabee.org/donate
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REUNIONS & EVENTS

SEFTEMBER
2-5 MCB 7 REUNION
Sep 246 - Cettysburg, PA
14 SEABEE CELEBRATION

Saturday, Sep 14
L5, Hawy Seabes Museunn, Port Huanerne, CA

CBMU 301 REUNION

Saturday, Sep 14 - Port Huenerne, CA

2326 MCBN&NMCBS8 REUNION

Zep 23-26 - Branson, MO

2722 NMCB 12 &121 REUNION

Sap 2729 - Westport, MA

OCTOBER

1 OktoBEEfest Boston, MA
Tuesday, Oct )

p OktoBEEfest Norfolk, VA
Wednasday, Oct2

3 OktoBEEfest Guam
Thursday, Oct3
Morthern lllinais
Thursday, Oct3
Ventura, CA
Thursday, Oct3

5 OktoBEEfest Rota, Spain
Saturday, Oct 5

10 VIRGINIA BEACH SEABEE GOLF

Thursday, et 10 - VA Beach M Gelf Club

L=

OktoBEEfest Jacksonville, FL
Thiarsday, Oct W)

San Diego, CA

Thursdany, Oet 10

CBMU 302 Reunion
0ot 10-12 - Bramson, MO

OktoBEEfest Morth Carolina
Friday, Qct il

OktoBEEfest Sioux Falls, SD

Fnday, Oct 11

NMCB-14 Assn. Reunion

Saturday, Oct 12 - NAS Jacksonille

OktoBEEfest Lubbock, TX

Saburdiy, Oct 2

OktoBEEfest Phoenix, AZ

Tuesday, Oct 15

OktoBEEfest Bahrain,
Thursday, Oct 7

OktoBEEfest Philadelphia, PA

Thursday, Ot 7

OktoBEEfest Denver, CO

& Salt Lake City

Friday, Oct 18

OktoBEEfest Christianburg, VA

Saturday, Oct &

OktoBEEfest Harrisonburg, VA
Saturday, Oct ¥

OktoBEEfest Cleveland, OH
Saturday, Oct e

9 OktoBEEfest San Antonio, TX
Saturday, Oct 13
OktoBEEfest Oahu, HI
Saturday, Oct 13

20-24 MCEB 1-9-10 REUNION
Ot 2024 - Warwick, RI

24 OktoBEEfest Georgetown, KY
Thursday, Ot 24
OktoBEEfest Gulfport, MS
Thursday, Oct 24

25 OktoBEEfest Naples, Italy
Saturday, Oct 26

26 OktoBEEfest Boise, 1D
Saturday, Ot 26

26 OktoBEEfest Port Orchard, WA
Saturday, Oct 2&

X7-30 EAST COAST ALL SEABEE REUMION
Qe 27-30 - Pugeon Forge, TH

26 OktoBEEfest Washington, D.C.
Tuesday, OctZa

NOVEMBER

7-10 NMCE 4 Reunion
How 7-10 - Las Vegas, NV

n Vateran's Day

Seabee Memorial Wreath Laying
Monday, Mow 1 - Arlington, VA

“It you never did. you should.
These are fun and fun is good.”

-Dr. Seuss

Texas NSVA X-1lIsland San Antonio Seabees
swarm before the National Convention in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania August 2024.

Gfacebook

linkedin

Instagram

For more details about these events, go to www.seabee.org/events



www.facebook.com/NavySeabeeFoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/seabeefoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/navyseabeefoundation?igsh=MWJ5N3d0ZW1rd2RhMw==
https://seabeehf.org/careers/
https://seabeehf.org/careers/
https://www.seabee.org/event
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