OCTOBER 2024

Official Newsletter of the Navy Seabee Foundation

Chief Petty Officer Pinning
CMC Shawn Conley, Naval
Construction Group ONE (NCG 1) is
pinned to Chief Petty Officer by his
grandfather, BUCS Terry Conley.
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NMCB 11 participates in Northern Viking 2024

Story by Chief Petty Officer Elizabeth
Reisen, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa/
U.S. Sixth Fleet

Photos by Utilitiesman 2nd Class Joshua
Oun, NMCB 11

Builder 2nd Class Slava Kritzer joins U.S.
Sailors and Marines for U.S.-led Exercise
Northern Viking 2024 (NV24) in Keflavik,
Iceland, from Aug. 26 to Sept. 3, 2024.

As a resident of Gulfport, Mississippi,
Kritzer is a U.S. Navy Seabee assigned to
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
(NMCB) 1) where he does construction
project estimating that helps identify the
supplies, materials, and tools needed for
different work projects. His skills were
used during airfield damage repair
training and a fence repair on Keflavik Air
Base.

While supporting NV24, Kritzer was part of
exercise activities with servicemembers
from Denmark, France, Iceland, Norway,
and Poland as well as components of
Standing NATO Maritime Group One and
Allied Maritime Command.

“I like working with other [military]
branches. I've never worked with several
different countries this closely where we
are eating in the same galley and slept in
the same area,” said Kritzer. “I've learned a
fair on how the Marines do [airfield
damage repair] and how they respond to
different scenarios with airfields or air
bases.”

NV24 will strengthen interoperability
among NATO Allies through a variety of
contingency situations including
humanitarian crisis response caused by a
simulated volcanic eruption and other
training opportunities to further enhance
safety and sustainment operations,

expeditionary and construction
capabilities, medical responses, and
search and rescue, as well as

humanitarian assistance.

Through NV24, the U.S,, Iceland and Allied
nations are better prepared to execute in
a multi-domain command and control of
joint and coalition forces in the defense of
Iceland and the Sea Lines of
Communication in the Greenland, Iceland,
United Kingdom (GIUK) gap, a vital
shipping hub for commerce between
North America and Europe.

Participation in multinational exercises
such as NV24 enhances professional
relationships and improves overall
coordination for the U.S. with Allied
militaries during times of crisis. It also
allows U.S. servicemembers the ability
to experience new cultures and visit a
foreign country.

During NV24, Kritzer enjoyed seeing the
country and was happy to try an
Icelandic hot dog which is popular with
a blend of different locally sourced
meats and spices. “It was pretty good,”
he said. “I enjoyed seeing Iceland.. I'm
excited to see Rekjavik.”

Northern Viking is a biennial exercise
that has been held since 1982 and is
based on the provisions of the 1951
Defense Agreement between Iceland
and the United States.

U.S. European Command directed and
U.S. Naval Forces Europe-led, NV24 is a
U.S. Sixth Fleet planned and executed
Joint and Coalition live exercise. U.S.
Sixth Fleet, headquartered in Naples,
Italy, conducts a full spectrum of joint
and naval operations, often in concert
with Allies, in order to advance security
and stability in Europe and Africa.
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NMCB 11 Northern Viking 2024 Seabee Spotlights

EOCN Coalton West from Comanche, OK

Equipment Operator Constructionman Coalton West is a native of
Comanche, Oklahoma, West is a graduate of Comanche High School
and parents and other family still reside in the area.

West is currently a US. Navy Seabee assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 where he operates and maintains
heavy, construction equipment. These skills were used during NV24 to
operate excavators in order to support airfield damage repair training
on Keflavik Air Base.

While supporting NV24, West was part of exercise activities with
servicemembers fromm Denmark, France, Iceland, Norway, and Poland
as well as components of Standing NATO Maritime Group One and
Allied Maritime Command.

“I volunteered for [Northern Viking] because at the beginning of
deployment they said ‘who wants to go to Iceland’ so | raised my
hand,” said West. “The mission was very important, so | really stuck
with it. It was really an honor to come out here and work with the
Polish and the Marines.”

“I wasn't expecting to go fromm 100 degree weather to 45 degree
weather that quick but honestly [coming to Iceland] was a very
exciting thing,” said West. “l didn't think | would ever be in Iceland but
here | am...I really liked it; | would come back.”

BUCN Connor Hatfield from Saugerties, NY

Builder Constructionman Connor Hatfield is a native of
Saugerties, New York, Hatfield is a graduate of Saugerties High
School and parents and other family still reside in the area.

Hatfield is currently a U.S. Navy Seabee assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 where his duties include
masonry, concrete, roofing, and general construction. These
skills were used during NV24 for airfield damage repair training
on Keflavik Air Base.

While supporting NV24, Hatfield was part of exercise activities
with servicemembers fromn Denmark, France, Iceland, Norway,
and Poland as well as components of Standing NATO Maritime
Group One and Allied Maritime Command.

“| definitely learned how to do concrete better and working with
the Marines was really cool. That's the first time I've ever done
that,” said Hatfield.

While in Iceland, Hatfield hopes to explore the Golden Circle, a
drive that takes visitors to some of the most popular places near
Reykjavik. “I'd like to go hiking and would like to see waterfalls,”
said Hatfield.
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NMCB 11 Northern Viking 2024 Seabee Spotlights

BU3 Hania Germannguyen from San Diego, CA

Builder 3rd Class Hania Germannguyen is a native of San Diego,
California, Germannguyen is a graduate of Grossmont High School and
mother still resides in the area.

Germannguyen is currently a US. Navy Seabee assigned to Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 where he assists with
construction jobs that deal with concrete, masonry, carpentry and
roofing. While in Iceland, Germannguyen completed airfield damage
training by helping his unit repair damaged concrete on Keflavik Air
Base.

“To participate in a really big exercise...especially with the history that it
has, it feels great to be a part of it,” said Germannguyen. “When it
comes to working with the Marines and their construction, we are very
connected and aligned with our ways of work and when it comes to
repairing craters [in concrete] and such, we're very much on the same

page.”

While in Iceland, Germannguyen mentioned his love for the outdoors
and seeing nature in action.

“This is my first time being in Iceland, seeing how beautiful it is for
landscape and the people out here are great despite the cold,” said
Germann “I'm an outdoorsy person. To basically see a volcano erupting
in the distance, | never thought | would see that in person.”

BU3 Noah Sago from Gulfport, MS

Builder 3rd Class Noah Sago is a native of Gulfport, Mississippi,
Sago also has parents in the area and is a U.S. Navy Seabee
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11. His
duties as a builder include working with concrete, house
framing, masonry, and brick work. These skills were used at

NV24 to help set up Alaskan tents for

lodging exercise

participants and complete airfield damage repair (ADR) training

on Keflavik Air Base.

While supporting NV24, Sago was part of exercise activities with
servicemembers fromm Denmark, France, Iceland, Norway, and
Poland as well as components of Standing NATO Maritime
Group One and Allied Maritime Command.

“I've learned a lot more about ADR and how to set up those
tents. I've never set them up before,” said Sago. “It was a great
group of people to work with and we got a lot done quick

without rework.”

While in Iceland, Sago said he was looking forward to eating
some Icelandic food and seeing a waterfall. “It's a really nice
country. We're going out tomorrow to see more of the cities and
everything, so | can't wait to do that,” said Sago.
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NMCB 11 Northern Viking 2024 Seabee Spotlights

BU1 Justin Emerson from Tyler, TX

Builder 1st Class Justin Emerson is a native of Tyler, Texas,
Emerson is a graduate of John Tyler High School and his parents
and other family still reside in the area.

Currently, Emerson is a U.S. Navy Seabee assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 11 where he oversees various duties in
general construction. His support to NV24 included work as a
project supervisor for setting up lodging tents, completing airfield
damage repair training and fixing a fence on Keflavik Air Base.

While at NV24, Emerson was part of several exercise activities with
servicemembers from Denmark, France, Iceland, Norway, and
Poland as well as components of Standing NATO Maritime Group
One and Allied Maritime Command.

“I've never seen this many countries work together in such a small
area,” said Emerson. “I've been a part of exercises with multiple
countries but never have they worked this closely with each
other.”

While in Iceland, Emerson said he enjoyed a game of golf and was
looking forward to seeing Reykjavik.

“It's the best golf course I've ever been on,” said Emerson about
finding a place to golf in Iceland. “The biggest thing | looked
forward to was the golfing. | want to golf in every country | go to.”

SW3 Chase lorio from Hamilton, NJ

Steelworker 3rd Class Chase lorio is a native of Hamilton, New Jersey,
lorio is a graduate of Steinert High School with parents and many other
relatives still residing in the area.

lorio is currently a US. Navy Seabee assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 11 where he completes construction
duties such as wielding, grinding metal and handling rebar. lorio’s skills
were needed at NV24 to help clear out crater damage and cut rebar
into dowels during airfield damage repair training on Keflavik Air Base.

While supporting NV24, lorio was part of exercise activities with
servicemembers fromm Denmark, France, Iceland, Norway, and Poland as
well as components of Standing NATO Maritime Group One and Allied
Maritime Command.

“What | got out of Northern Viking was the teamwork. We couldn’t have
done this without everyone working together,” said lorio about the
construction projects he supported. “If we had one person missing, |
don't think we would have gotten the job done.”

While in Iceland, lorio enjoyed seeing the landscape and learning more
about the culture.

“I really enjoyed just driving down the road and seeing all the towns and
cities and seeing all of the culture, also going out to eat and seeing what
they food is like,” said lorio.
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U.S. Marines and Navy Seabees Collaborate on Engineering
Civic Action Program Projects in Ghana

Courtesy Story
U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Europe and
Africa

ACCRA, GHANA - In a remarkable
demonstration of U.S. Navy and Marine
Corps integration and commitment to
humanitarian aid, Commander David
Duprey, chaplain with Task Force 61/2,
visited Accra, Ghana, from July 27-30,
2024. The purpose of his visit was to
observe and support the ongoing efforts
of Marines from the Hershel Woody
Williams (HWW) Marine Detachment
(MARDET) Engineer Platoon, who have
been working alongside Navy Seabees to
make significant contributions to the local
community and enhance the operational
capabilities at Ghana's Naval Training
Command (NAVTRAC).

The HWW MARDET is conducting
operations in the AFRICOM area of
operations to train with and build
relations with partner nations. The
MARDET Engineer Platoon, composed of
18 Marines, joined forces with 22 Navy
Seabees, marking the second iteration of
HWW MARDET working in support of
Naval Mobile Construction Battalions
(NMCBs) in Ghana. This collaboration
continues the legacy started by the 2023
HWW MARDET, working Navy Seabees,
who played a crucial role in pouring
concrete footers for a boat storage facility
and renovating a local school. This year,
the HWW MARDET and the NMCB Seabee
detail are focused on completing a 100-
foot by 100-foot concrete parking apron to
serve as boat storage, constructing a new
school in a local village, and executing
smaller Officer in Charge Discretionary
Projects (OICD) aimed at both base
support and humanitarian outreach.

The construction work at this site began in
August 2022 with NMCB-11, and has seen
successive deployments by NMCB-],
NMCB-133, and currently, NMCB-11, who
will pass the baton back to NMCB-1in late
August 2024.

The Seabees and Marines have made a
profound impact on both the base and
the surrounding community. Their efforts
extend beyond construction, as they
actively engage with local schools,
participate in sports days, and interact

with teachers, donating school supplies
and sports equipment. These actions,
though secondary to their primary
mission, play a crucial role in
strengthening relationships between the
U.S. military and the local population,
fostering goodwill and mutual respect.

The Special Boat Squadron (SBS) of Ghana
has also formed a close bond with the U.S.
personnel, engaging in construction work
with  them as well as and other
collaborative activities, further enhancing
the camaraderie between the two forces.
The HWW MARDET has brought
invaluable assets to these projects,
including direct labor, a broad scope of
crew size, diverse knowledge and skill sets,
and expertise in horizontal and vertical
construction. Their involvement ensures
continuity as NMCB-11 transitions to
NMCB-1, setting a strong example of
Seabee and Marine integration that could
serve as a model for future collaborations.

The deployment to Ghana has not been
without its challenges long. Weather
conditions, logistical hurdles, and the
remote location of the construction sites
have tested the resolve and adaptability of

U.S. Marines with the Hershel “Woody” Williams (HWW) Marine Detachment, and Sailors
with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 11, pose for a photo in front of a constructed
boat storage facility in Accra, Ghana, in July 2024. The HWW Marine Detachment, while
under the command and control of Task Force 61/2, is conducting operations in U.S.
Marine Forces Africa area of operations to support partner nations. Task Force 61/2 aligns
deployed maritime forces under the Naval Amphibious Force commander; deployed
amphibious ready groups, Marine Expeditionary Units, Fleet Anti-terrorism Security Team
Company, Europe, and reconnaissance and counter-reconnaissance forces. Task Force
61/2 is deployed in the U.S. Naval Forces Europe area of operations, employed by U.S. 6th

the Marines and Seabees. The distance

from Accra, coupled with the need to self-
batch concrete due to the inaccessibility
of factory-produced materials, has
necessitated innovative solutions and
hours of labor. Despite these difficulties,
the team has persevered, refining their
processes and overcoming obstacles
through teamwork and determination.

Lt. j.g. Tanner Dotson, Officer in Charge
(OIC) of Command Task Element (CTE)
68.2.1.6 Detail Ghana, praised his team’s
efforts, stating, “We are at the best
location to execute what the Seabees do
best: construction for humanitarian and
military support in an austere
environment. The positive effect that we
have on the community and country is
present as we have seen with our
interactions with the Ghana Navy and
school teachers every day. Additionally,
having Marines from the Hershel Woody
Williams to help support our mission is
not a common opportunity we receive as
Seabees. | believe both the Marines and
Sailors have grown and gained valuable
experiences that they will carry with them
for the rest of their careers."

Continued on next page.

Fleet to defend U.S., Allied and partner interests. (Courtesy photo)
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Continued from previous page.

The ongoing construction of the new
school, which will provide local children
with access to education for years to
come, stands as a testament to the
enduring impact of this deployment. The
Marines, led by 1Ist Lt. Sheryar, the Shaikh
Engineer Platoon Commander, have
shown exceptional dedication and work
ethic, contributing significantly to the
success of the mission. "We appreciate the
opportunity we have been given to
showcase Navy and Marine Corps
integration in its best form,” said Shaikh.
“Having tangible effects to these
engineering projects for the local
communities and Ghanaian Navy is a
mission that the Marines will remember
for the rest of their lives."

As the deployment draws to a close, the
Marines and Seabees can look back with
pride on their achievements. They have
not only built infrastructure, but also
forged lasting relationships with the local
community and their Ghanaian
counterparts. Their efforts have
underscored the importance of
collaboration, adaptability, and the
enduring spirit of service that defines the
U.S. military. This deployment has not only
impacted the lives of those they have
helped, but has also left a lasting
impression on the Marines and Sailors
themselves, reminding them of the value
of their work and the importance of
building a better future for all.

U.S. Marines with the
Hershel “Woody”
Williams (HWW)
Marine Detachment,
and Sailors with Naval
Mobile Construction
Battalion 11, lay
foundation for a three-
room schoolhouse
project in Accra, Ghana

U.S. Navy Cmdr. David
Duprey (center), a
chaplain with Task
Force 61/2, U.S. Marine
Corps Lance Cpl.
Sergio Garcia (left) with
the Hershel “Woody”
Williams (HWW)
Marine Detachment,
and U.S. Navy Petty
Officer 2nd Class (right)
with Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion
1, tie rebar for a three-
room schoolhouse
project in Accra, Ghana

U.S. Marines with the Hershel “Woody” Williams (HWW) Marine U.S. Navy Cmdr. David Duprey, a chaplain with Task Force 61/2,

Detachment, and Sailors with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Marines with the Hershel “Woody” Williams (HWW) Marine

11, construct a boat storage facility in Accra, Ghana. Detachment, and Sailors with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
11, pose for a photo after tying rebar for a three-room schoolhouse
project in Accra, Ghana



OCTOBER 2024

|BEE-NEWS | 9

North Kingstown, Rl designated World War Il heritage city.

What it means: Only eight cities across the U.S. earned the distinction this year.

By Jonny Williams
Providence Journal

NORTH KINGSTOWN - The U.S. National
Park Service has designated North
Kingstown as an American World War Il
Heritage City for its contributions to the
war efforts.

Started in 2019 by the National Park
Service, the American World War |l
Heritage Cities Program recognizes cities,
towns and local municipalities “who
stepped into the workforce and
volunteered to support America's war
effort during World War IlI,” according to
an agency news release.

“The Town of North Kingstown was
quickly and forever transformed by its
accommodation of the war demands of
WWII. We are humbled to be selected as
Rhode Island’s only American World War
Il Heritage City by the U.S. National Park
Service for significant contributions to our
nation’s history,” said A. Ralph Mollis,
North Kingstown's town manager in a
statement.

North Kingstown's war contributions
include the building of Quonset Point, a
naval air station, in 1941. The station served
as a training place for pilots and the site
where the “Quonset hut,” an all-purpose
lightweight building easily shipped and
assembled, was created.

*More details about the Seabee Museum and Memorial Park are coming in the

print issue of the Bee News so stay tuned!

Cars stream out of the Navy base’s main gate as the 4,000 civilian workers
head home from Quonset in this photo from 1956. The Providence Journal, File

The Navy also opened a construction
center in North Kingstown in 1942, which
became the home of the Atlantic Fleet's
Construction Battalions, according to the
National Park Service. That same year
Camp Endicott at Davisville also became
the training facility for construction
battalions, whose personnel became
known as “Seabees.”

“Rhode Island may be small, but
communities across the state made a big
impact during World War 11.On the home
front and across the sea, North
Kingstown'’s unique contributions to the
war effort stood out. The birthplace of the
Seabees, cradle of the Quonset Hut, and
so much more, | am pleased that North
Kingstown is being recognized on the
national stage for playing a critical role
throughout the course of World War IlI,”
said U.S. Sen. Jack Reed in a statement.

North Kingstown was one of eight cities in
the U.S. recognized by the National Park
Service this year. Only one city per state
can earn the distinction.
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Centurian Seabee and a legacy of service

This is a two-part story that is continued
in the quarterly printed Bee News, which
shares the story behind MM3C Antonio
Fonseca’s WWII diary timeline here.

A Legacy of Strength and Hope

Today, Tony stands as a beacon of
strength and hope. His journey through
the Pacific, marked by danger and
bravery, shaped not only his life but the
lives of countless others. Reflecting on his
service, he humbly remarked, “I consider
myself lucky. | came home and built a
family.”

As friends and family raise their glasses in
a heartfelt toast during his birthday
celebration on October 19th, they will
honor not just Tony's incredible life but
the spirit of resilience and camaraderie
that defines the Seabees.

“Here's to you, Tony!" they will cheer,
celebrating a legacy that continues to
inspire.

Tony Fonseca's story is one of courage,
camaraderie, and unwavering spirit—a
reminder that heroes come in many
forms, and their legacies endure through
generations. As he looks ahead to the
next chapter, surrounded by loved ones,
he embodies the very essence of living
life to the fullest. Happy 100th Birthday,
Tony! Here's to many more stories yet to
be told! Tony's birthday

** DETAILED TIMELINE from Antonio
Fonseca's diary **

8/13/1943 Reported to 383 Madison
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. at 7:45 AM.
Joined the US Navy Seabees. Was given a
rate of Fireman 1st Class based on
recommendation.

8/31/1943 Date of enlistment into the US
Navy CB's.

9/7/1943 Arrived at Camp Peary,
Williamsburg, Virginia for Boot Camp
training.

10/12/1943 Arrived at Camp Endicott,
Davisville, R. I. for advanced training.

11/30/1943 Arrived at Camp Thomas,
Davisville, R. 1.

12/24/1943 Was Transferred to CD 2190
17th Regiment.

1/2/1944 Boarded the ship SS Cape Bon in
New York City, N. Y. We're in a convoy, the
SS Cape Bon being the Mother Ship.

1/23/1944 Went through the Panama
Canal.

1/23/1944 Passed the Equator.

2/9/1944 Passed the International Date
Line.

2171944 Anchored at Milne Bay, New
Guinea.

2/23/1944 Boarded the ship USS Bootes
(AK99).

2/24/1944 Moved out today.

3/11944 Docked at Brisbane, Australia.
Went to Camp Seabee.

3/2/1944 Boarded the USS Bootes (AK99)
again and Moved out.

3/6/1944 Docked at Cairn, Australia.

3/8/1944 Went on liberty without
permission because we were told that we
were moving out tomorrow morning and
this was my only chance to see Australia.

3/11/1944 Anchored at Milne Bay, New
Guinea.

3/13/1944 Boarded the USS Bootes (AK99)
again.

3/13/1944 They split CD 2190 into three
sections. I'm in section one. Boarded the
SS Zoella Lykes with full pack and gear.

3141944 Pulled up Anchor and left in the
morning.

3/15/1944 Dropped anchor at Buna, New
Guinea. Lifted anchor in the afternoon
and started moving in a convoy

3/16/1944 Docked at Langemak Bay, New
Guinea.

3/17/1944 There was a Japanese air raid
today. Boarded the ship Frederich
Billings that's taking us to the Admiralty
Islands.

3/19/1944 We were issued 20 rounds of
ammunition. Started to load the ship SS
Frederick Billings (could be Lykes instead

of Billings) There was a Japanese air raid
today. No one was hurt or killed but a
piece of shrapnel did go over my head.

3/20/1944 Boarded the ship, Going to the
Admiralty Islands.

3/21/1944 We're eating with the Merchant
Marines and sleeping aboard the ship.
They have good chow.

3/28/1944 Moved out today on way to Los
Negros, Admiralty Islands.

3/30/1944 Landed on Los Negros,
Admiralty Islands. Was assigned to the
46th NCB.

4/51944 Went souvenir hunting. Saw a
shiny Japanese Mortar shell which |
didn't pick up. A few days later [4/11/1944]
the fellow that bunked next to me went
there picked it up and blew himself up [it
was booby trapped]. His grave is marked.

4/11944 The fellow that bunked next to
me went souvenir hunting and picked up
the mortar that | previously saw and blew
him up.

4[271944 Heard some noise in the
bushes while on guard duty at night.
Went in a few feet on the trail and
stopped just before a tree lying across
the trail. The following morning they
went to investigate and found a booby
trap on the other side of the fallen tree.

5/12/1944 Took Platoon pictures today.
[See photo 069].

5/20/1944 Went on Malaria control duty.

5/24/1944 Started to build a dock in
Manus Island, Admiralty Islands

7/2/1944 Started working on asmall T
dock across the bay.

7/13/1944 Worked on a Finger Pier that
they are building on a little Island about

10 miles away.

7/29/1944 The dock was secured today.
Started working for transportation today.

10/2/1944 Started stevedoring today
10/16/1944 Started doing cement work.

Continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

11/10/1944 The USS Mount Hood
ammunition ship blew up in the harbor.
They don't know whether it was enemy
action or human error.

11/M/1944 Was on detail to unload USS
Mount Hood’'s [ammunition ship] sister
ship. While unloading the ammunitions
one guy was throwing the small bombs
to the next fellow instead of handing
them to him. I let him know and told him
to be careful. His reply to me was “what
do you care I'm closer to it than you are”.

11/16/1944 Went into the hospital today for
nine days. Don't know why. Could have
been malaria.

11/26/1944 Continued doing cement work.

1/24/1945 The Commander made a
speech today that we were going home.

1/31/1945 Boarded the ship US General R. I.
L. Houzie. Stopped at Manus Island,
Admiralty Islands to pick up more
personnel.

2/1/945 Pulled up anchor. We're on our
way home.

2/2/1945 Passed the Equator.

2/8/1945 Passed the International Date
Line.

2/11/1945 Docked at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
2/13/1945 Pulled out of Pearl Harbor.
2/18/1945 Went under the Golden Gate
Bridge San Francisco Cal. Docked at Pier
9 San Francisco, Cal. Got off the ship and
went to Camp Parks, Shoemaker, Cal.

2/21/1945 Went home on a 30 day leave.

3/29/1945 Reported to Pier 93 at New York
City, N. Y.

4/3/1945 Arrived at Camp Parks,
Shoemaker Cal.

4/4/1945 Went into the Hospital because
of malaria.

4/16/1945 Got out of the hospital.

5/16/1945 Moved to the Embarkation
Point in Treasure Island, Cal.

5/17/1945 Went to the sick bay. Came
down with malaria again.

5/18/1945 Went into the hospital.

5/29/1945 Was discharged from the
hospital.

8/4/1945 Was transferred to the CP 237
yesterday. Going to Saint Louis Obispo,
Cal.

8/7/1945 Arrived at Saint Louis Obispo, Cal.

we are going to build a pontoon dock in
Avila, Cal. Its 25 miles away from Saint
Louis Obispo.

8/14/1945 The sirens started blowing in

town. The folks said that the war was over.

Four of us took off and went into Mac's
bar for a drink to celebrate. The bar closed
ten minutes later.

9/2/1945 Two Admirals, three Generals,
British Field Marshall etc. to look the
Pontoon Dock over.They brought in an
LST. Two 35 ton Tanks and four Trucks
were loaded and unloaded in 15 minutes. |
guess the Pontoon Dock passed the test.

9/5/1945 Started to take the Pontoon
Dock apart. This was real good duty.

9/13/1945 Left Saint Louis Obispo to go
back to Camp Parks, Shoemaker, Cal.
Arrived at 9:00PM.

9/17/1945 Had a physical today and was
found fit for overseas duty.

9/19/1945 Went to Fleet City to guard
German POW.

9/25/1945 Bought a model A Ford.
10/8/1945 Working as MPO for CP 208.

10/18/1945 Working as MPO and MAA
taking care of 112 men.

11/8/1945 Went to Treasure Island, Cal.

11/1/1945 Moved aboard the USS Usage
[LSV].We're headed for Shangai, China.

11/18/1945 Passed the International Date
Line.

11/22/1945 Gun crew sank a loose floating
mine.

11/27/1945 Moved up the Yangtze River in
Shangai, China. Docked at Shangai.

11/28/1945 Went aboard an LOM that took
us to the USS MacCofin [APA 199].
Boarded the ship. We're headed to
Tsingtao, China.

12/11945 Arrived at Tsingtao, China.

12/2/1945 Boarded the USS Towner [AKA
199]. It's a cargo ship. It's headed for
Guam and then to Guadalcanal.

12/6/1945 We saw land and were told that
it was Okinawa Island, Japan. We missed
a floating mine by about 5 feet. Thanks to
the radar we missed it. The lookouts that
were on duty were not on the ball and
they were court marshaled.

12/10/1945 Arrived at Guam and tied to a
buoy.

12/11/1945 Boarded an LCT and went
ashore then unto a truck that took us to
the 23rd NCB.

12/13/1945 | was assigned to Company C,
Hut C-3.

12/15/1945 | was assigned to the Electric
Shop.

1/10/1946 Went to Electric School at the
35th Regiment.

2/9/1946 Went on Reefer Watch.

2/15/1946 Finished building a boat that |
made from two extra fuel airplane tanks. |
called it the USS Seabees.

2/16/1946 Tried out the boat toady. It
seems like someone put a holein it
during the night so it sank.

3/14/1946 Boarded an LCT that took us to
the USS Wakefield. Boarded the ship.
Was assigned to compartment B6. This
ship used to be the former ocean liner
“Manhattan”, its carrying 7,000
passengers going home for discharges.

3/19/1946 Passed the International Date
Line.

The above entry is the last entry entered
in the Diary.

4/4/1946 Was Honorably Discharged.

Continued on next page.
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Summary of Tony Fonseca's service
during WWII:

Enlisted in the US Navy Seabees 8/31/1943
and was discharged on 4/4/1946
That's 2 years, 7 months and 4 days.

Had four close calls: 3/19/1944, 4/5/1944,
4/271944 and 12/6/1945.

Three bouts with malaria in the hospital:
11/16/1944, 4/4/1945 and 5/17/1945.

Allin all I consider myself very lucky.

Antonio Fonseca’s service during WWiIl
inspired his grandson, Craig, to carry on
his legacy of service, which he shares
here.

| began my Navy journey in 1994 in
Brooklyn, New York, where | was
processed. It was a morning I'll never
forget—dark and early, with my family
saying goodbye and wishing me luck.
They encouraged me to be strong and to
show them what a Fonseca can do! At the
time, | enlisted as an undesignated
recruit, which meant | had no A school
lined up. Looking back, it seems foolish
not to have chosen one, especially since |
scored quite high on the ASVAB test.

In October 1994, | was sent to Boot Camp
in Great Lakes, Michigan. It was cold! | was
there until January, when | learned about
my first duty station with USNMCB 4
(United States Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion 4), homeported in Port
Hueneme, California.

OCTOBER 2024

Over the next four years, | alternated
between our homeport and 7-month
deployments to Camp Moscrip, Puerto
Rico, and Camp Shields, Okinawa, Japan.
As an undesignated sailor, | was fortunate
to receive extensive on-the-job training as
an Engineering Aide (EA), a role |
thoroughly enjoyed. During our annual
Field Exercises (FEXs) in the California
mountains, | was assigned to a mortar
team, where | often plotted coordinates
on a topographic map based on
information relayed by a stealthy forward
observer across enemy lines.

| was proud to receive several medals
during my service, including the Battle E,
Good Conduct, Overseas Deployment,
Humanitarian, and Expert with both the
rifle and pistol.

Serving in the United States Navy
Seabees was an incredibly rewarding
experience. The national pride, cultural
exposure, and the friendships | formed—
many of which endure to this day—are
things | wouldn't trade for the world.

u
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NMCB 133 getting things done.

NMCB 133's Runnin’ Roos are working
diligently to conduct all needed
maintenance on our civil engineer support
equipment. Keeping our equipment well
maintained allows us to be able to support
the fleet and Navy Expeditionary Combat
Command efficiently while conducting
our construction projects.
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

01 October 1985: Cornmand status of UCT's upgraded to Commanding Officer.

02 October 1799: The United States' first navy yard was established at Washington, DC.

02 October 2010: CAPT Paula C. Brown promoted to RDML, becoming the second female CEC flag officer and first female Deputy Commander
of the First Naval Construction Division.

02 October 2007: Seabees from Sigonella, Sicily, completed their first project working with a representative of the newly formed
Maritime Civil Affairs Group rehabilitating a local high school in Brazzaville, Republic of the Congo. The rehabilitation of the school,
which supports 1,500 students, is directly tied to Naval Forces Europe’s efforts to develop maritime security and safety in the region.

03 October 1942: The first decorated Seabee hero was Seaman Second Class Lawrence C. “Bucky” Meyer of the 6th NCB. While
working as a truck driver on Henderson Field, Meyer took cover in a Marine machine gun pit during an enemy strafing attack on the
airstrip. Manning the machine gun, he fired at the lead Japanese Zero and shot it down. For his exploit he was awarded the Silver Star
Medal. Unfortunately, the medal had to be awarded posthumously, because 13 days later Meyer was killed in action when Japanese
dive bombers attacked and destroyed the gasoline barge on which he was working.

03 October 1964: NMCB 7 inaugurated the first fully computerized programming of a Seabee construction project when that
battalion’s workload at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba was planned and programmed by computer. This method of planning was to become
a useful tool in preparing for subsequent construction projects.

04 October 1969: At 2330, GMG2 P.W. Larremore was killed in action about 5 miles southeast of Da Nang in Binh Ky Hamlet, RVN.

12 October 1970: CNO authorized establishment of “an underwater facility construction capability” within Naval Construction Force
for purposes of engineering, construction, and repair of underwater facilities; unofficial names of UCT 1and UCT 2.

13 October 1942: CMM Henry L. Thompson of the 6th NCB was the first Seabee killed in action. He died during a Japanese Naval
bombardment of Henderson Field on Guadalcanal. Thompson and five other Seabees were huddled in a deep dugout to avoid the
huge 14-inch armor-piercing naval shells that the Japanese naval task force was hurling into the Seabee camp area. One shell landed
directly in the hole. The concussion collapsed the sides of the hole, burying the six men. Two Seabees, bravely disregarding their own
safety, dug the six men out of the dirt-filled hole. Though the other five men survived, Thompson was found dead, sitting upright in
the bottom of the dugout. It was believed that he died from the concussion as much as from suffocation. The two men who dug out
the men, SFlc H.L. Osborn and SFl1c D.L. Gillis, received the Silver Star for their actions.

16 October 1967: A critical need developed in the fall of 1967 for an air and helicopter station in Quang Tri Province in the Republic of
Vietnam. The station was needed to counteract a threatened monsoon offensive by North Vietnamese soldiers. The Naval
Construction Force responded to the threat by forming a construction battalion made up of Seabee detachments representing nine
different naval mobile construction battalions working in Southeast Asia. Work proceeded on the airstrip despite the hindrance of
heavy rains and occasional mortar fire. The field was officially opened on October 16, 1967.

17 October 2004: Construction Electrician 3rd Class John J. Petty I, NMCB 4 was wounded bringing electricity into tents and
buildings under construction in Camp Fallujah, Irag, when an RPG (rocket-propelled grenade) struck the area. CE3 Petty fulfilled his

01 OCT 2024 0001L J—?ﬂ J/La,g-u,

Disclaimer: There is much more Seabee history each month than the two pages captured here and the goal is to share a little from each era.
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

active duty requirement in June 2005, and waited more than six years for his medal due to miscommmunication about the criteria for the Purple
Heart. However, a CAT scan performed by the Veterans Administration revealed a piece of shrapnel from the attack still stuck in his head. Armed
with this information, U.S. Rep. Steve Austria, R-Beavercreek, a congressman from Petty's home state of Ohio, convinced the military to review
the case once again. Petty received his long-awaited medal from

Rep. Austria in March 20T1.

19 October 2011 Chief Builder (SCW) Raymond J. Border of West Lafayette, OH was killed by improvised explosive device in Afghanistan while
assessing a road in Paktika Province. Chief Border had volunteered for an individual augmentee tour back to Afghanistan after deploying there
with NMCB 74 the prior year.

23 October 1967 The first Civil Engineer Corps officer to be killed in Vietnam was Lieutenant Joseph J. Rhodes, CEC, USN, a member of Mobile
Construction Battalion 121. Lieutenant Rhodes was riding in a jeep that struck a land mine and he died from multiple shrapnel wounds. Two other
occupants of the jeep, SWC Gordon J. Dibble and BUR3 Jon R. Morbay, were also killed. A Seabee camp at Quang Tri, Vietnam was later dedicated
in his memory. A plaque bearing the inscription “Camp Rhodes Dedicated in Honor of Lt Joseph John Rhodes, Killed in Action October 23,1967"
was unveiled by Rear Admiral A.C. Husband, then Chief of Civil Engineers.

23 October 2005: Seabees assigned to NMCB 74 offloaded equipment and supplies from a Russian cargo plane in Islamabad, Pakistan. The
United States was participating in a multi-national assistance and support effort led by the Pakistani Government to bring aid to the victims of the
devastating earthquake that struck the region on October 8th, 2005.

24 October 1942: Armorers of the 34th Naval Construction Battalion worked to keep their weapons in first-class condition at all times on a Pacific
island during World War Il. The African American 34th Naval Construction Battalion was commissioned by Rear Admiral Lewis B. Combs at Camp
Allen, Norfolk, VA. The 34th NCB was the first African American Seabee battalion in the Navy.

24 October 1944: Tank mounted flame throwers became an outstanding weapon for routing Japanese soldiers out of caves and pillboxes during
the Second World War. A composite group was set up to assist the Army’'s Chemical Warfare personnel in developing this weapon. Included in
the group was an officer and 25 Seabees from the 117th NCB. After several demonstrations, the flame throwing tank proved to be generally
satisfactory except for one technical detail which the tankmen said was a distinct disadvantage. The Seabees set to work on a design for a
functional modification of the weapon. Not only did the Seabee design eliminate the objectional feature of the prior models, but it greatly
reduced the number of moving parts. At its first demonstration on October 24,1944, the new weapon was given enthusiastic approval by
tankmen and chemical warfare officers. In addition to building these flame thrower tanks, Seabees also instructed tankmen how to operate
them. The Seabee instructors assisted in making experts out of Army and Marine tankmen before the tanks went into action in such places at Iwo
Jima, Okinawa, and Peleliu.

25 October 2006: Just two months into an Irag deployment, Construction Electrician 2nd Class Charles V. “Chuck” Komppa, a Navy Reservist with
the Fort Lewis, Washington based NMCB 18, was killed in action while serving in Irag's western Al Anbar Province. Komppa was serving with the
battalion’s Detachment 0618, based out of Billings, Montana.

30 October 1966: Personnel of NMCB 7 assembled to pay tribute to one of their own. In a brief ceremony, the battalion camp at Phu Bai was
dedicated in memory of a lost shipmate, Stanley Claus Campbell, SEW3. On 25 August 1966, Campbell gave his life on the defensive perimeter of
the camp which now bore his name.

01 OCT 2024 0001L \l 77[ J/La,g-u,
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Cleveland WWII veteran shares his secret to longevity after celebrating 100th birthday

By Maura Zurick, cleveland.com

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Just days after
reaching the remarkable milestone of 100
years, Bill DeCapite -- a Cleveland native
and World War Il veteran -- celebrated his
centennial in grand fashion.

He enjoyed a special outing to a Cleveland
Guardians game, followed by a series of
celebratory events with family and friends.

DeCapite says he remains active, but was
surprised by reaching this milestone.

“I can't believe it,” he told cleveland.com. “I
feel so good. I'm still active. | still volunteer
at the Cleveland Public Theatre.”

Born on Aug. 24, 1924, DeCapite grew up
in one of Cleveland's Slavic
neighborhoods, alongside his eight sisters.

He served three years in the Navy as part
of the 107th Naval Construction Battalion
(Seabees), with postings at Tinian Island
and other Pacific locations.

He was married to his beloved wife, Rose,
for nearly 72 years until her passing in
2020. Together, they raised two daughters,
Jilland Fran.

A lifelong fan of Cleveland baseball,
DeCapite was surrounded by 56 loved
ones at the Guardians game Friday (Aug.
30).

The celebration took a heartwarming turn
when the Guardians’ entertainment crew,
the Strikers, entered the stands to honor
him.

In a touching tribute, they rallied the
crowd to join in singing “Happy Birthday”
to the centenarian.

Before the post-game fireworks began,
DeCapite was also featured on the
stadium’s big screen, further adding to
the festive atmosphere.

“Dad has always been an Indians fan,”
shared his daughter, Fran DeCapite, 71, of
Mayfield.

“I remember that he taught me to score
the games. We'd watch the games at
home, as well as going to see them at the
stadium.

“Dad and | would play catch at home. It
was always fun, since Dad always had
commentary: ‘lt's a pop fly. ‘Oh, she
caught it.”

Bill's deep love for Cleveland sports is
matched only by the passion he and Rose
shared for volunteer work and bicycling,
Fran said.

“If they could bicycle there, they did,” she
said. “We have a picture of Mom on her
bike from 1983 holding up a sign which
says, 10,000 miles.

“They would cycle from hotel to hotel on
trips to different states. They also shipped
their bikes to Alaska in order to see the
sights on their bikes.”

The DeCapites continued to ride well into
their 90s, until Bill generously gifted his
bike to a child.

“One day, Dad saw two kids going down
the street,” Fran said. “One riding a bike
and the other running next to him.

“He asked the boy if he wanted a bike. He
said, ‘Yes', so Dad gave him his bike.”

The DeCapites’ commitment to service
was evident in the thousands of hours
they dedicated to organizations across
Northeast Ohio, including the Cleveland
Public Theatre, where Bill continues to
volunteer.

Fran said the list of places her parents
volunteered is “extensive,” and includes
more than 40 years at Playhouse Square,

the Cleveland Film Festival, Severance
Hall, the Cleveland Institute of Music
Piano Competition, the WVIZ auction,
Cain Park, Dobama Theater, Tri C Jazz Fest
and the Cleveland Air Show.

“Dad and Mom have always loved helping
others and volunteering,” Fran said.

“My aunt would say, ‘When you call Bill for
help, he's there practically before you can
hang up the phone.”

For Bill, this spirit of service is the secret to
his longevity, with the centenarian noting
that he believes “volunteering helped me.”

“When you ask him about what keeps him
young, he will say volunteering,” Fran said.

“When you ask him what he likes best
about volunteering, he will say the
people.”

In addition to their volunteer work and
love of cycling, the DeCapites enjoyed
playing bocce and traveling, Vvisiting
numerous states and at least 95 countries.

“Mom and Dad built a bocce court in their
back yard and, with the neighbors, formed
‘The Bocce Group, with whom they
played bocce every Thursday for decades,”
she said.

“It made for a really close neighborhood.
They not only played every Thursday, they
had the Bocce Banquet and Bocce Trips
every year, as well.”

Continued on next page.
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Bill credits his longevity not only to volunteering, but
also to having fun.

“We always had fun growing up -- we always sang and
danced and enjoyed sports,” he said.

Family members from across the country came to
Northeast Ohio to celebrate Bill's 100th birthday with a
weekend of festivities that included the Cleveland
Guardians game on Friday, a party at the VFW in Solon
on Saturday and a picnic on Sunday, according to his
nephew Ed Sorace, 75, of Kentucky.

Ed, who planned the outing to the Guardians game,
describes his uncle as a “great guy” and a “hero.”

He says their family is very tight-knit, holding reunions
every few years and always staying in touch.

“Uncle Bill is an all-around great guy,” Ed said. “He's
obviously a hero in World War Il, and he survived COVID
and multiple surgeries.

“He's still sharp as a tack and has a great sense of
humor.

“We have cousins traveling in fromm Washington State,
California, Florida, Arizona and South Carolina to
celebrate Uncle Bill and be with him.”

Bill DeCapite, a Cleveland native and World War Il veteran,
turned 100 in August and celebrated with dozens of loved ones
at the Guardians game on Aug. 30. Ed Sorace

O

O
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NMCB 4 Seabees assemble a rock breaker and conduct CPX

ABOVE: Sailors assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 and Naval Construction Group (NCG) 1, and a civilian
employee assigned to NCG 1, use a crane to assemble a mobile rock breaker on August 19, 2024, at Naval Base Ventura County, Port
Hueneme, California. The rock breaker plant will allow Naval Construction Forces to process on site materials for use in applications such
as airfield and port damage repair. BELOW: Sailors assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 construct tent decks
during a Command Post Exercise (CPX) on August 24, 2024, at Naval Base Ventura County, Port Hueneme, California. CPX trains and

evaluates the battalion’s commmand and control capabilities. (U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist st Class Dakota
Rayburn)
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NMCB 5 Seabee Dets in action

Seabees assigned to NMCB-5 lay
cement at a forward deployed
project onboard Diego Garcia,
British Indian Ocean Territory

NMCB 5 Our Seabees in Federal States of Micronesia are
committed to fostering a long-lasting relationship with our
partner nation. From projects such as building the Sapwalap
Elementary School science building, to cleaning up the
streets by picking up trash around Pohnpei, NMCBS5 is
dedicated to showing we are here to take care of our friends.
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Nonprofit in the Spotlight

In supporting Seabees, our “Non-Profit in the Spotlight” page highlights
additional resources available for Bees.

EMPOWERING VETERANS
THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE
OUR MISSION

At The Mission Continues, we're on
a mission to connect veterans with
under-resourced communities.
Our programs deploy veteran
volunteers to work alongside
nonprofit partners and community
leaders to improve educational
resources, tackle food insecurity,
foster neighborhood identity, and
more.

OUR VISION

The Mission Continues’' vision is for
all veterans with a desire to
continue their service to be part of
a movement to transform
communities.

OUR CORE VALUES

“Service to others” is more than a
value—it's in our DNA. It drives
everything we do and is evident
across our mission, our leadership
programs and our work on the

ground. To sustain our
commitment and focus while
balancing the difficult yet

rewarding work, we are guided by
our core values. We use our core
values to make decisions, to hold
ourselves accountable and to drive
desired behavior. They are non-
negotiable, interdependent and
equally weighted in importance to
support our becoming the best

possible servant leaders for each
other, veterans, and our
communities.

WE VALUE COLLABORATION

We believe that initiating
opportunities to partner and
collaborate with others, power
sharing, and pitching in to help
each other are all necessary to
achieve our mission. We

acknowledge that everyone has an
important role in addressing and
leading through complex issues.

WE PRACTICE COMPASSION
We are genuinely concerned and

curious about the challenges that
others face and we take action to

address them with care and
humility. We are committed to
actively listening without

judgment and to treating everyone
with respect, dignity, and empathy.

WHAT GUIDES OUR WORK

WE PRIORITIZE INCLUSIVENESS

We need everyone to bring their
whole self to the mission because
our unique differences make us
more effective leaders and agents
of change. We seek, elevate and
honor the inputs of different
voices, opinions and viewpoints
knowing they will lead to more
successful decisions and
outcomes.

WE ACT WITH INTEGRITY

We live up to our promises, give
credit where credit is due, and
strive to do what's right even
when no one is looking. We take
responsibility for our actions and
their consequences and are not
afraid of conflict or dissent, so
long as it's done in a respectful
manner.

WE GROW THROUGH LEARNING

We pursue learning, innovation,
and reflection that challenges all
of us to consistently improve so
that we achieve lasting impact
together. We own our personal
and professional development and
clear the path for people to reach
their highest potential.

For more detailed information, or
how you can support these services,
please visit:
https;//www.missioncontinues.org/

CONNECTEDNESS
85% felt more connected
with other veterans
79% believe they are able
to achieve goals they set
for themselves
78% felt a sense of
community with The
Mission Continues

89% felt they have the
ability to make a
difference in their

87% believed they were
pursuing a meaningful

PERSONAL GROWTH
85% felt a greater sense COMMUNITY
of purpose IMPACT

community

mission

50 Service Platoons
nationwide
749 service projects
in 2023
10,235 volunteer
activations in 2023

WE WANT TO HELP YOU
CONTINUE YOUR MISSION
Whether you're looking to

continue your post-
military leadership skills, or
you're looking to get more
involved with your local
community, we have
options for everyone.
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REUNIONS & EVENTS

CCTOBER

1

2

OktoBEEfest Boston, MA

Tuesday, Oct )

OktoBEEfest Norfolk, WA

Wednesday, Oct 2

OktoBEEfest Guam

Thursday, Oct 3

Morthern lllinois
Thiursday, Oct3

Ventura, CA
Thiursdey, Oct3

OktoBEEfest Rota, Spain
Saturday, Oct 5

VIRGINIA BEACH SEABEE GOLF
Thiursday, Oct 10 - VA Beach MU Golf Club

OktoBEEfest Jacksonville, FL

Thairgday, Oct 10

San Diego, CA
Thursday, Oct 10

CEMU 302 Reunion

Gt 10-12 - Branson, MO

OktoBEEfest Morth Carolina
Friday, Oct 1l

OktoBEEfest Sioux Falls, SD

Fridan, Ot

20-24

NMCB-14 Assn. Reunion
Saturday, Dot 12 - NAS Jacksonille

OktoBEEfast Lubbock, TX

Saturday, Octi2

OktoBEEfest Phoenix, A7
Tuesday, Oct 15

OktoBEEfest Bahrain,
Thursday, Oct 17

OktoBEEfest Philadelphia, PA
Thursday, Oct 17

OktoBEEfest Denver, CO
Friday, Oct 18

Salt Lake City

Fricay, Oct 18

OktoBEEfest Christianburg, VA
Saturday, Oct &

OktoBEEfest Harrisonburg, WA
Saturday, Dot 19

OktoBEEfest Cleveland, OH
Taturday, QL2

OktoBEEfest San Antonio, TX
Saturday, Oct

OktoBEEfest Oahu, HI

Saturday, OcL 19

MCE 1-9-10 REUNION
Dok 2024 - Wareack, B

24 OktoBEEfest Georgetown, KY
Thursday, Oet 24
OktoBEEfest Gulfport, MS
Thursday, Oct 24
OktoBEEfest China Lake, CA
Thursday, Oct 24

25 OktoBEEfest Maples, Italy
Saturday, OcL26

26 OktoBEEfest Boise, IDy
Saturday, Dot 26

26 OktoBEEfest Port Orchard, WA
Saturday, Oct 26

F7-30 EAST COAST ALL SEABEE REUMICON
Qe 27-30 - Prgeon Forge, TH

26 OktoBEEfest Washington, D.C.
Tuesday, Dot

NOVEMBER

710 NMCE 4 Raunion
How 71 = Las Vegas, N

mn Veteran's Day

Seabee Memonial Wreath Laying
Monday, Mow Tl - Arlimgton, WA

“If you never did. you should.
These are fun and fun is good.”

-Cr. Seuss

Ofacebook

linkedin

Tnstagnam

For more details about these events, go to www.seabee.org/events
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Not sure if you qualify to be a Navy Seabee Foundation Plank Owner? Email us at info@seabee.org

Seabee Celebration Award Winners

(A two-page article will be included in the quarterly printed Bee News. Stay tuned!)

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who made the 2024 Seabee Celebration a great success!
Held at the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme, CA, this year's event was unforgettable,
and we couldn’t have done it without the support of our incredible sponsors and attendees.

A special thank you to our major sponsors:
Planate Management Group Involve Blue Trident ESPN = Jacobs Engineering

And a heartfelt congratulations to our award winners:
_ 2024 Can Do Award - WSP
_ 2024 RADM Ben Montoya Award - EQCM Clyde Marion, USN (Ret.)
_ 2024 Fighting Seabee Award - EO1(SCW/EXW/AW) Raymond Tam (NMCB 4)
_ 2024 Everyday Hero Award - CM1(SCW/EXW) Christopher Thorp (NSU)
_ Distinguished Scholar Award - Brad A. Butrym, Class of 2008, Virginia Tech

Here's to celebrating the spirit and achievements of the Seabees and looking forward to many
more memorable events in the future!
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