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OohRahh Seabees!  We are now nine 
months into the history of the Navy 
Seabee Foundation – The One Seabee 
non-profit organization serving Seabees 
and Families of Seabees.  We continue to 
build on the successes of our predecessor 
non-profit organizations (SMSA and SHF) 
in providing education scholarships, 
support for monuments and museums 
to honor the proud heritage of the U.S. 
Navy Seabees, and connecting our 
Seabee community through support 
to Seabee Family Support Groups and 
annual celebration events.  

Our decades-long history of service to 
Seabees and Families has set the context 
for today and our future.  Case in point:

• Since 1972, we’ve provided $8.1 million
in total scholarship awards to over 2,000
students – and this year, we continue
to expand our annual scholarship
support, awarding over $600,000 to
over 200 students (50 per class).

• Back in the early 1970s, we raised
funding to build the Seabee 
Monument in Washington, D.C. – and
this year, we are coordinating funding
and support from the National Park
Service for necessary repairs and
improvements.

• We supported the construction of the
Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme,
CA – and over the last two years,
we’ve provided over $300,000 to fund
exhibits and other improvements to
the Museum.

I encourage everyone to take advantage 
of the Seabee community events across 
the country and the globe.  Our golf 
tournaments have never been more 
successful in bringing Seabees together 
to celebrate our community and support 
NSF initiatives to provide assistance to 
Seabee families.  And this month, we will 
conduct 28 OktoBEEfests all over the 
world, adding Sioux Falls, SD, Phoenix, AZ, 
Philadelphia, PA, Harrisonburg, VA, Boise, 
ID, and Bahrain to the list of celebration 
sites this year.

Regardless of when, where and how long 
you or a loved one of yours served as a 
U.S. Navy Seabee, we are part of a strong 
community of servants to the public 
good.  Take pride in your connection to 
this terrific community and the impact 
we have and will continue to make in the 
future.  OohRahh!

 ~Lou

RDML LOU CARIELLO, 
CEC, USN, (RET)

NSF VICE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD

Connections - This year has been all 
about making connections with the 
Seabee community every day as we 
plan events and share news. Here are 
some examples:

Students - Each year we meet a 
new group of scholarship recipients. 
Through the application process, we 
learn about their goals and dreams. 
As they progress through school, we 
get to see them thrive. 

Old and New Friends - This year the 
Navy Seabee Foundation has hosted 
dozens of events; golf tournaments, 
OktoBEEfests and Seabee Celebration. 
Over 1,500 people have attended one of 
those events. In addition, we now post 
Seabee Ball information and reunions 

on our website for all to see. 

Bee News - We send regular print and 
electronic newsletters to the Seabee 
Community. Do you want to receive the 
Bee news? Update your information 
on our website at www.seabee.org.

New donors - So far this year, there 
have been 400 new individual donors 
to the Foundation. These are Seabees 
and friends of Seabees who made 
their first donation to the Navy Seabee 
Foundation in 2024.

Thank you for your support! I look 
forward to 2025 and all the new 
connections we will make!

 ~Dan

http://www.seabee.org


N AV Y  S E A B E E  F O U N DAT I O N  •  FA L L  2 0 2 4BEE•NEWS3

CONTENTS
BEE NEWSBEE BEE NEWSNEWS

Want More? Check out NSF bonus content 
in our digital BEE NEWS EXTRA published 

electronically each month. Go to seabee.org 
for more Seabee stories and news!

Official Newsletter of the Navy Seabee
Foundation

FEBRUARY 2024 EXTRA

6 February 1964 :  The United States authorized the construction of a $10 mil l ion seawater
desalinization and power plant at Guantanamo. Within hours,  Seabees commenced site
preparation.  The plant went up in record time, and by late July was producing freshwater.
Full  operation was achieved in January 1965.  In reprisal  for the arrest of Cuban f ishermen
who entered Florida coastal  waters,  the Cuban government cut off  the water supply to
the United States Naval base in Guantanamo Bay,  Cuba. This action severed the base’s
last l ink with Cuba on the other side of the boundary fence.  On the same day,  the United
States authorized the construction of a $10 mil l ion seawater desalinization and power
plant at Guantanamo. Within hours,  Seabees commenced site preparation.  The plant
went up in record time, and by late July was producing freshwater.  Full  operation was
achieved in January 1965.  Three f lush-type evaporator units were producing a total  of
2,250,000 gallons of water a day.  Additionally ,  turbine generators produced a total  of
15,000 ki lowatts a day.
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LEGACY

2024 Seabee Celebration
The Navy Seabee Foundation’s Seabee 
Celebration is held annually to recognize 
accomplishments of Seabees, supports 
our heritage and scholars in our 
community. This year’s event was held on 
September 14th at the U.S. Navy Seabee 
Museum in Port Hueneme, CA.

A special thank you to our major sponsors 
who made this event possible:
• Planate Management Group
• Involve

• Blue Trident
• ESPN
• Jacobs Engineering

Congratulations to our award winners: 
WSP, EQCM Clyde Marion, USN (Ret.), 
EO1 Raymond Tam (NMCB 4), M1 (SCW/
EXW) Christopher Thorp (NSU), and Brad 
A. Butrym.

To view more pictures from the event, 
visit: https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBHzVn
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A-School Seabees 
were able to 

attend the Seabee 
Celebration 

thanks to the 
many donors who 
purchased tickets 
for them as part 

of the “Sponsor a 
Seabee” campaign.

RADM Dean VanderLey, Commander, Naval Facilities 
Engineering Systems Command/ Chief of Civil Engineers gave 
welcoming remarks while RADM Kevin Slates, (Ret), Navy 
Seabee Foundation Chairman, emceed the program.Thank You to 

     our Sponsors!

Want to see
More Photos? 

Check out the digital 
October edition of the

BEE NEWS EXTRA 
available at 

seabee.org

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBHzVn


N AV Y  S E A B E E  F O U N DAT I O N  •  FA L L  2 0 2 4BEE•NEWS5H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 5

Can Do Award
WSP

Awarded to a corporation that makes 
a significant contribution to the SMSA 

Scholarship program. 

RADM Ben Montoya Award
EQCM Clyde Marion, 

USN, Ret. 
The Montoya award is named after former 

SHF Chairman RADM Ben Montoya. 
It’s awarded each year to an individual 

or company that makes a significant 
contribution to the Seabee Historical 

Foundation. 

Fighting Seabee Award
EO1(SCW/EXW/AW) 

Raymond Tam 
NMCB 4

Awarded to an enlisted Seabee that has 
made the most outstanding contribution in 
perpetuating the legacy of accomplishments 
and traditions of the Seabees past, present 

and future. 

Everyday Hero Award
M1(SCW/EXW) 

Christopher Thorp
NSU

Awarded to a Seabee that has proven 
performance above and beyond normal 
routine, significant impact in the local 

community - on or off duty. 

Distinguished
Scholar Award
Brad A. Butrym
Class of 2008, 
Virginia Tech

Awarded to a Navy Seabee Foundation 
(formerly SMSA) scholarship recipient who 

distinguishes themselves in their chosen field.(above) Pictured (l-r): Lara Godbille, Navy Seabee Museum Director, 
Kimberly Russo, Navy Seabee Museum Exhibit Specialist, are pictured 

with Seabee Celebration sponsors, Teri and Randy Knott.

(right) Dave Fleisch, Navy Seabee Foundation board member, awards the  
Fighting Seabee Award to EO1 Raymond Tam. 

(below) Brad A. Butrym (middle) was awarded with this year’s 
Distinguished Scholar award presented by NSF Senior Enlisted 

Leader, CMDCM Doug Heiner, USN, (Ret,) and NSF Vice Chair 
    RDML Lou Cariello, CEC, USN, Ret.
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This October 19, 2024, family and 
friends will gather to celebrate a 
momentous occasion: the 100th 
birthday of Antonio “Tony” Fonseca, 
a true American hero. With a lifetime 
of stories etched in his heart, Tony 
reminisced about his extraordinary 
journey as a Navy Seabee during 
World War II, a journey that spanned 
continents and defined his character.

From City Streets to War-Torn Shores

Tony’s adventure began on August 
31, 1943, when he enlisted in the Navy 
Seabees—a unique branch of the 
military known for both building and 
battling. Reporting to 383 Madison 
Avenue in New York City, he was 
just a young man ready to serve his 
country. “I was proud to wear that 
uniform,” Tony recalled, his eyes 
sparkling with nostalgia. “Little did I 
know the challenges and friendships 
that awaited me.”

Boot camp at Camp Peary in 
Virginia laid the groundwork 
for Tony’s military career. “It was 

tough, but we were tough,” he 
said, reflecting on the camaraderie 
that would carry him through the 

war. After further training at Camp 
Endicott in Rhode Island, he was 
ready for action, embarking on a 

convoy aboard the SS Cape Bon.

Facing Danger Head-On

Tony’s journey took him through the 
Panama Canal and across the Pacific, 
arriving in Milne Bay, New Guinea, in 
February 1944. It was here that the 
realities of war hit home. “We faced air 
raids and danger daily,” Tony recalled, 
his tone somber. “But we were there 
to build roads and bases, to support 
our troops. We had a mission.”

Among his vivid memories is a close 
call during a Japanese air raid where 
shrapnel narrowly missed him. “It 
was terrifying, but those moments 
brought us closer together,” he 
reflected. “We became a family.”

From Builders to Celebrators

While the war was filled with 
hardship, there were also moments 
of joy and adventure. Tony chuckled 
as he recalled sneaking off for liberty 
in Australia. “I just had to see the 
sights! It was a once-in-a-lifetime 

CELEBRATING 
A CENTURY: 

The Remarkable 
Journey of WWII 

Pacific Seabee
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Written By: 
Craig Fonseca, 

Grandson of Tony Fonseca

“We faced air raids and 
danger daily...But we were 
there to build roads and 
bases, to support our troops. 
We had a mission.”

- Tony Fonseca
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chance.” His laughter filled the room, 
a testament to the resilience and 
spirit that characterized his service.

As the war came to an end on 
August 14, 1945, the joy was palpable. 
“We heard the sirens and ran to 
celebrate,” Tony said with a grin. 
“The bar closed ten minutes later, 
but what a night it was!”

A Legacy of Strength and Hope

Today, Tony stands as a beacon 
of strength and hope. His journey 
through the Pacific, marked by 
danger and bravery, shaped not 
only his life but the lives of countless 
others. Reflecting on his service, he 
humbly remarked, “I consider myself 
lucky. I came home and built a family.”

Tony Fonseca’s story is one of courage, 
camaraderie, and unwavering spirit 
—a reminder that heroes come 
in many forms, and their legacies 
endure through generations. Tony’s 
incredible life is testamony to the 
spirit of resilience and camaraderie 
that defines the Seabees. 

 Happy 100th Birthday, Tony! Here’s to 
many more stories yet to be told!

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 7

READ  MORE about Tony Fonseca 
and his grandson Craig’s service with 

the Seabees in the October 
BEE NEWS Extra available online at 

www.seabee.org
In early September a group of CEC Vietnam Veterans and their wives gathered for their 
fourth reunion in Arlington, VA.  Most of these Vets served in the OICC RVN, some with 
the Seabees, and other commands.  Chief of Civil Engineers, RADM Dean VanderLey 
spoke to the group at their banquet about the missions the Seabees and CEC are now 
performing worldwide.

http://www.seabee.org
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The Seabee Museum 
and Memorial Park in 
North Kingstown, Rhode 
Island, offers a fascinating 
journey through the 
history of the U.S. Navy 
Seabees, a group known 
for their vital contributions 
during World War II. Set on 
a seven-acre site that was 
once part of a much larger 
military installation, this 
museum is a must-visit 
for history enthusiasts, 
veterans, and families 
alike.

From War Effort 
to Memorial Park

Davisville’s strategic 
location and deep-water 
port made it an ideal 
choice for a naval 

base after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor in December 
1941. As the birthplace of 
the Navy Construction 
Battalions—better known 
as the Seabees—Davisville 
played a critical role in 
training these “builders 
under fire” for their 
missions around the 
world. The first battalion 
of Seabees was deployed 
from Davisville to Bora 
Bora just weeks after the 
base’s establishment in 
January 1942.

The Seabee Museum and 
Memorial Park was created 
after the base’s closure in 
1994. A group of retired 
Seabees from Island X-1 

sought to preserve 
the legacy of 

the Seabees by leasing 
a portion of the former 
base. In 2015, the museum 
opened its doors to the 
public, offering a unique 
and immersive experience 
for visitors.

A Unique Collection 
of History

The museum grounds 
house several significant 
landmarks, including 
the iconic “Fighting Bee” 
statue, which originally 
stood guard at Gate 1 of 
the base. The Fighting 
Bee, with its hammer, 
pipe wrench, and machine 

SEABEE MUSEUM & MEMORIAL PARK: 
A Living Legacy of “Can Do” Spirit

N AV Y  S E A B E E  F O U N DAT I O N  •  FA L L  2 0 2 4BEE•NEWS8
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gun, symbolizes the 
Seabees’ motto, “We 
Build, We Fight.” Also on 
display are a collection of 
Quonset huts—another 
local invention from the 
engineers stationed at 
Quonset Point—that 
served as versatile shelters 
during the war.

One of the most cherished 
landmarks is the “Chapel in 

the Pines,” a humble chapel 
built by Seabees returning 
from Vietnam in 1963. The 
chapel has been lovingly 
restored by volunteers, 
who installed a new roof in 
2017 and recently repaired 
the stained-glass windows 
that bathe the space in 
colorful light. The chapel 
stands as a tribute to the 
faith and resilience of 
the Seabees, serving as 
a place of reflection and 
remembrance.

A National and 
Local Legacy

The museum also plays 
an important role in the 
larger narrative of North 
Kingstown’s contributions 
to World War II. In 
September 2024, North 
Kingstown was named 
Rhode Island’s only 
“American World War II 

Heritage City” by the U.S. 
National Park Service. The 
town’s pivotal role in the 
war effort, including the 
birth of the Seabees and the 
development of Quonset 
Huts, was recognized on 
the national stage. Senator 
Jack Reed praised the 
Seabees’ impact both at 
home and abroad, urging 
visitors to explore the 
museum and celebrate 
North Kingstown’s 350th 
anniversary.

A Labor of Love

The museum is a testament 
to the dedication of the 
Seabee community, their 
families, and volunteers. 
Curator Jack Sprengel, 
the last Seabee to serve 
at Davisville, offers tours 
that bring the history 
of the base to life. The 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization running the 

museum relies heavily 
on donations to preserve 
this important history for 
future generations.

As 2024 comes to a 
close, donations are 
encouraged to support 
ongoing restoration efforts, 
including plans for a new 
exhibit on World War II 
naval pontoons developed 
at Davisville. The museum 
continues to be a living 
memorial to the Seabees’ 
courage, ingenuity, and 
patriotism.

Plan Your Visit

The Seabee Museum 
and Memorial Park is 
located at 21 Iafrate Way, 
North Kingstown, Rhode 
Island. To schedule a visit 
or for more information, 
call 401-294-7233 or visit 
seabeesmuseum.com.

The Seabee Museum & Memorial Park is run entirely by volunteers. They are always seeking 
new volunteers. Contact the museum is you live in the Kingston, RI  area and are interested.

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 9
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WASHINGTON, D.C. SEABEE GOLF TOURNAMENT

SAN DIEGO SEABEE GOLF TOURNAMENT

Join us next year
Monday, June 9, 2025

for Washtingon, D.C. Seabee Golf

Join us next year
Monday, August 11, 2025

for D.C. Seabee Golf

seabee.org

Harry and Zoe Poole FoundationRADM 
Chris Mossey

CAPT Kathy 
Donovan

A L U M N I

D.C. Seabee Golf Sponsors:

seabee.org

San Diego Seabee Golf Sponsors:

Casper Company • Challenger Sheet Metal Inc.
Jacob Management Group • Marathon Construction Corporation

Milwaukee Tool • RORE, Inc. • Savvy Builders 

ASBURY	STEEL
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Because You Served with the 
Seabees,They are Eligible.

Navy Seabee Foundation Scholarships are awarded annually to 
children and grandchildren of military members who have served in a 

Naval Construction Force unit. 

seabee.org

Eligible sponsors are enlisted personnel with a Seabee 
rating, CEC officers, or others who have served or are 

serving in a Naval Construction Force unit. This includes 
members of other service branches assigned to a Seabee 

unit.  Active duty, reserve, retired and honorably discharged 
Seabee children and grandchildren are eligible to apply.

Know a high school senior graduating in 2025? 
Scholarship Applications accepted online 

January 1-April 15, 2025!

Businesses and corporations 
stand to gain both meaningful 
engagement and recognition by 
sponsoring Navy Seabee Foundation 
events and programs such as...

2025 SEABEE GOLF 
TOURNAMENTS
Gulf Coast - April 30
Washington, DC - June 9
San Diego - August 11
Virginia Beach - October 9

SEABEE CELEBRATION 
September - location TBD

OKTOBEEFEST - Held in October. 
Seeking title sponsor to cover all 
28+ events, or local sponsors for 
specific locations. 

NAVY SEABEE MUSEUM - 
fund new museum exhibits 

FUND A SCHOLARSHIP - 
email info@seabee.org

2025 Seabee
Sponsorship
Opportunities

seabee.org

Navy Seabee Foundation recognizes those who 
gave to build the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum

On September 14th, a new donor 
wall was installed at the US Navy 
Museum in Port Hueneme honoring 
the most generous donors during 
that 32-year year history of the CEC/Seabee Historical Foundation. 

Since its incorporation in 1991 through 2023, the CEC/Seabee 
Historical Foundation supported the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum, 
including the funding of the $13 million state-of-the-art US Navy 
Seabee Museum.

The 1500+ names on this wall represent all those who gave $5,000 
or more to the original campaign to build the museum and those 
who gave to the CEC/Seabee Historical Foundation through 
December 31, 2023. 

Help Spread the Word! Navy Seabee Foundation Scholarship Season Opens 1/1/25!

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 11

mailto:info@seabee.org
https://www.seabee.org
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CANCAN    DODO
Career ConnectionCareer Connection

seabee.org

Whether LookingWhether Looking  
for a Job, orfor a Job, or
Looking forLooking for

Employees, WeEmployees, We
Can Connect You.Can Connect You.

Donating appreciated stock may be a great strategy for 
some donors. It allows a donor to make a gift from an asset 
rather than using cash. This may provide a tax advantage 
to the donor. The market is currently high and many stocks 
are at all time high values. 

When you purchase stock and hold it for years it may go 
up significantly in value. This is good for your investment, 
but when you sell the stock, you may be liable for taxes 
on the difference of what you paid and what the stock is 
worth now. If this is the case, donating the stock to a 501c3 
charity may be a good strategy for you. By donating the 
stock at its current value, you may be able to deduct the 
full value without having to pay taxes on the growth. Of 
course, consult your tax advisor or attorney before making 
any large donation to see if it will benefit you and your 
unique situation. 

Donating appreciated stock to the Navy Seabee 
Foundation is easy. Do not sell it yourself, simply have your 
broker transfer it directly to the Navy Seabee Foundation 
brokerage account and we will handle the sale and proved 
you with a letter stating the value of your donation. 

Some donors are also facing a required minimum 
distribution from an IRA. If you are age 72 (73 if you reach 
age 72 after Dec. 31, 2022). IRS rules require you start taking 
required minimum distributions (RMDs) each year from 

your tax-deferred retirement accounts. You can choose to 
donate all or part of that to charity as a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution. A QCD is a direct transfer of funds from your 
IRA, payable directly to a qualified charity, such as the Navy 
Seabee Foundation, as described in the QCD provision in 
the Internal Revenue Code. Amounts distributed as a QCD 
can be counted toward satisfying your RMD for the year, 
up to $105,000. The QCD is excluded from your taxable 
income. This is not the case with a regular withdrawal from 
an IRA, even if you use the money to make a charitable 
contribution later on. If you take a withdrawal, the funds 
would be counted as taxable income even if you later offset 
that income with the charitable contribution deduction.

If you think donating directly from your IRA is a good 
option, please consult your tax advisor to make sure it is 
right for you. 

If you are interested is supporting the Foundation with a 
gift of stock or a gift from your IRA, contact Dan Miller, at 
danmiller@seabee.org or 859-327-1830.

The information in this article is provided as general 
information and is not intended as legal or tax advice. 
For advice and assistance in specific cases, you should 
seek the advice of an attorney or other professional 
adviser.

It’s a Great Time to Donate Appreciated Stock or Directly from An IRA

Here’s Your Sign! The Navy 
Seabee Foundation is proud 
to announce the installation 
of seven new directional signs 
throughout Ventura County, 
making it easier for visitors 
to find their way to the Navy 
Seabee Museum. The museum 
is located in Port Hueneme, 
CA, next to Naval Base Ventura 
County. These signs will ensure a 
smoother and more convenient 
experience for anyone driving 
to the museum, reinforcing the 
Seabee Foundation’s ongoing 
commitment to preserving 
Seabee history through the 
support of the U.S. Navy Seabee 
Museum.

mailto:danmiller@seabee.org
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KIERSTEN ANDINO
Baylor University 

Business and Marketing

JUDAH BALSON
NC State University 

Mechanical Engineering

FRANCES BARRIER 
University of Alabama 

Metallurgical Engineering

MACAYLA BARRY 
University of North Carolina 

Biology

LAUREN BARRY 
University of Massachusettes 

Amherst 
Animal Science

ROBERT BLAIR 
Utah State University 

Engineering

JASON BOSCH 
University of Cincinnati 
Aerospace Engineering

ELIZABETH BRINER 
Ouachita Baptist University 

Biomedical Science

NATHAN BURRIER 
University of Southern 

Indiana 
Cybersecurity

DAVID CAINE 
University of Florida 

Journalism

OLIVIA CAPPELLANO 
University of Connecticut 

Marine Sciences

KAYLEE CAVANH 
Iowa State University 
Agricultural Business

COREY CHARLESTON 
Louisiana State University 

Finance

MIA CHETELAT 
Chapman University 
Writing for Film and 

Television

MAJOR COPELAND 
Lamar University 

Business Administration

CONNOR CORK 
Western Carolina University 

Criminology

BAYLEE DONALDSON 
Flagler College 

Psycology

CADENCE EDWARDS 
Texas Tech University 

Science

SARAH FALLET 
St. Petersburg College 
Veterinary Technology

MARY CATHERINE 
FARLEY 

Wofford College 
Business

AYLA FLOCKTON 
Utica University 
Physical Therapy

NATHAN FRSICH 
Iowa State University 

Engineering

MARINA GILMAN 
Thomas College 

Psychology

ANDREW GUERRE 
Manchester University 

Accounting

HANNAH HARTLEY 
Mississippi State University 

Journalism

KELLAN HAYDEN 
University of Hawaii 

Mathematics

JEFFREY HAYES 
Penn State University 

Kinesiology/Exercise Science

BRIANNE HURLBURT 
St. John Fisher University 

Adolescent Education- 
History

JEWEL HURLEY 
University of Providence 

Exercise Sciences / Athletic 
Training

ELEANORA JANSEN 
Miami University 

Accountancy

SARAH JENSEN 
Florida State University 

Environmental Science and 
Policy

ALYSSA KEY 
University of Nebraska - 

Lincoln 
Psychology

MALLORY LAVIGNE 
Providence College 

Pre-Law

COLIN LYONS 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College 

Business & Managment

MITCHELLE MWAURA 
Mercer University 

Biomedical Engineering

ELIO NILA 
University of Nebraska Omaha 
Neuroscience and Philosophy

ANNE NOLEN 
University of Mary 

Washington 
Psycholgy

CATHERINE OBERLIES 
University of North Texas 

Mechanical & Energy 
Engineering

MACKENZIE O’BRIEN 
Sierra College 

Political Science

AUBREANN OKEEFE 
University of Central Arkansas 

Dietetics

NATHAN OLINGER 
Bowling Green State 

University 
Chemistry

ALEXANDRA OWENS 
Mississippi State University 

Interior Design

GRACE ROWLAND 
University of Cincinnati 

Pre-Physical Therapy

BAILEE SCHEER 
University of Kansas 

Undecided

CARTER SKAGGS 
Wittenberg University 

Nursing

HAYDEN SMITH 
Bowling Green State 

University 
Business Analytics

BROOKLYN TAYLOR 
Georgetown College 

Marine Biology

ELLA TAYLOR 
University of South Florida 

English

NATALIE THOMPSON 
University of Wisconsin - 

Madison 
Animal & Veterinary 

Bioscience

LILLY THOMSON 
Tulane University 

Political Economies, Public 
Policy & Economics

HANNAH TJADEN 
Syracuse University 

Film

MACKENZIE VASBINDER 
Cornell University 

Biomedical Engineering

JANA WALRATH 
Tulane University 
Political Science

CAITLIN WESCOTT 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University 
Computer Science

After an extensive evaluation process, the Navy Seabee Foundation 
awarded 53 scholarships to incoming freshmen in June. They are the 
daughters, sons and grandchildren of Seabees and CEC officers who 
have or are currently serving around the world. 

The class of 2028 hail from twenty-six states and will attend two-year, 
four-year, community or career technical institutions. Their majors 

include accounting, engineering, business and nursing. In addition 
to the freshmen, we have renewed 154 upper class scholarships, 
bringing up to meet our goal of offering over 200 total scholarships 
per year. Through the generosity of our donors, we are pleased to 
award 161 scholarships this year valued at $497,000. Awards range 
from $1,100 to $5,500 and can be applied to tuition, housing, 
textbooks and academic related fees. 

NSF Awards 53 Scholarships to Class of '28

Navy Seabee Foundation scholarship applications for 2025 open January 1. Learn more at seabee.org

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 13
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AFG
Bear Island Brewing

Federal Solutions Company
GM Hill & Company

Integrity Federal Services
Legacy Ale Works

Lions Whistle Publishing
Mike Robb Realtor

Moffat & Nichol
Nomadic Needles

POND & Company
Ronald Vietmeier

RLM Government Services
SAME Philadelphia (inkind)
Tuttle Plumbing & Piping

Bill & Heidi Strang

Thank You, 2024 
OktoBEEfest Sponsors!

Seeking New Locations and Sponsors for OktoBEEfest 2025 events. Email info@seabee.org

View more photos from 
all OktoBEEfest events at:

https://bit.ly/3sEXeHI

TITLE SPONSOR:

PRESENTING SPONSORS:

GOLD SPONSORS:

SILVER SPONSORS:

BRONZE SPONSORS:

VENTURA

NORFOLK

BOSTON

GREAT LAKES

GUAM

https://bit.ly/3sEXeHI
mailto:info@seabee.org
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OCTOBER

1	 OktoBEEfest Boston, MA
	 Tuesday, Oct 1

2	 OktoBEEfest Norfolk, VA 
	 Wednesday, Oct 2

3	 OktoBEEfest Guam
	 Thursday, Oct 3 

	 OktoBEEfest Illinois
	 Thursday, Oct 3

	 OktoBEEfest Ventura, CA
	 Thursday, Oct 3

5	 OktoBEEfest Rota, Spain
	 Saturday, Oct 5

10	 VA BEACH SEABEE GOLF
	� Thursday, Oct 10 - VA 

Beach Ntl Golf Club

10	 OktoBEEfest 
	 Jacksonville, FL 
	 Thursday, Oct 10
	
	 San Diego, CA
	� Thursday, Oct 10

10-12	 CBMU 302 Reunion
	 Oct 10-12 - Branson, MO

 11	 OktoBEEfest NC
	 Friday, Oct 11

11	 OktoBEEfest 
	 Sioux Falls, SD
	 Friday, Oct 11

12	 NMCB-14 Assn. Reunion
	 Saturday, Oct 12 
	 NAS Jacksonville 

	 OktoBEEfest 
	 Lubbock, TX
	 Saturday, Oct 12

13	 U.S. Navy 249th Birthday

15	 OktoBEEfest 
	 Phoenix, AZ
	 Tuesday, Oct 15

17	 OktoBEEfest Bahrain, 
	 Thursday, Oct 17
	
	 OktoBEEfest
	 Philadelphia, PA 
	 Thursday, Oct 17

18	 OktoBEEfest Denver, CO 
	 Friday, Oct 18

	 Salt Lake City
	 Friday, Oct 18

19	 OktoBEEfest
	 Christianburg, VA
	 Saturday, Oct 19

	 OktoBEEfest
	 Harrisonburg, VA
	 Saturday, Oct 19

	 OktoBEEfest Cleveland, OH 
	 Saturday, Oct 19

	 OktoBEEfest 
	 San Antonio, TX
	 Saturday, Oct 19

	 OktoBEEfest Oahu, HI
	 Saturday, Oct 19
20-24	 MCB 1-9-10 REUNION
	 Oct 20-24 - Warwick, RI

24	 OktoBEEfest
	 Georgetown, KY
	 Thursday, Oct 24

	 OktoBEEfest Gulfport, MS 
	 Thursday, Oct 24

	 OktoBEEfest China Lake, CA
	 Thursday, Oct 24

25	 OktoBEEfest Naples, Italy	
	 Saturday, Oct 26 

26	 OktoBEEfest Boise, ID	
	 Saturday, Oct 26

26	 OktoBEEfest 
	 Port Orchard, WA
	 Saturday, Oct 26

27-30	 EAST COAST 
	 ALL SEABEE REUNION
	 Oct 27-30 - Pigeon Forge, TN

26	 OktoBEEfest
	 Washington, D.C.
	 Tuesday, Oct 29

NOVEMBER

7-10	 NMCB 4 Reunion
	 Nov 7-10  - Las Vegas, NV

11	 Veteran’s Day Seabee
	 Memorial Wreath Laying 
	 Monday, Nov 11 - Arlington, VA
	   

2024 SEABEE EVENTS

To stay in the know, 
follow us on social media!

@SeabeeFoundation

@NavySeabeeFoundation

H O N O R  T H E  PA S T .  B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E . BEE•NEWS 15
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MOVING? Email your new mailing address to info@seabee.org.

WOODLAND PARK, Colo. (Aug. 13, 2024) – Seabees, assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 3, work 
with Army soldiers during a Touch a Truck event in support of Colorado Navy week outreach. Navy Week is an outreach 
program organized by the U.S. Navy to connect with communities across the United States. The initiative aims to raise 
awareness about the Navy’s role, its operations, and the importance of maritime security. NMCB-3 is homeported in Port 
Hueneme, California training on high-quality construction, expeditionary logistics, and combat operations to support U.S. 
and partner nations and deter aggression. (U.S. Navy photo by Builder 3rd Class Kymberly Vecellio)

SEABEE SPOTLIGHT

BEE NEWSBEE BEE NEWSNEWS

Want More News? 
Check out 

bonus content 
in the digital 

BEE NEWS EXTRA 
published electronically 

each month. Go to 
seabee.org 
for more Seabee 
stories and news!

mailto:info@seabee.org
https://www.seabee.org



