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NMCB 3 Seabees hard at work
to get Williams Field ready for
LC-130 operations in Antartica!
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Seabees “Can Do!”
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NMCB 3 Det deploys to Antartica

Detachment Antarctica Seabees are deployed as part of Joint
Task Force — Support Forces Antarctica (JTF-SFA). The United
States has conducted Operation Deep Freeze since 1955 in
support of the investigators and supporting personnel making
up the U.S. Antarctic Program, which carries forward the
nation’s goals of supporting the Antarctic Treaty, fostering
cooperative research with other nations, protecting the
Antarctic environment, and developing measures to ensure only
equitable and wise use of resources.
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US Navy helps construct heliport at Mari

by CyprusMail

Construction works are well underway for
a multi-use heliport at the site of Mari
naval base, reports said on Tuesday.

Taking part in the earthworks and soil
removal is the US Navy's Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 1.

US Navy personnel have been assisting in
the construction of the heliport, which
will reportedly measure 400m by 170m.

Photographs published by the website
Defence Visual Information Distribution
Service show trucks, excavators and other
heavy machinery operating at the site.

Daily Politis said the heliport comes
under a defence cooperation agreement
signed between Cyprus and the United
States.

Mari is the National Guard's only naval
base.

The heliport is designed for use primarily
by military helicopters, but also by other
types of airborne means - transport
aircraft, and search and rescue.

Workers broke ground at Mari in the
summer of 2023. According to Politis, in
August of that year US Ambassador to
Cyprus Julie Fisher visited the site along
with then defence minister Michalis
Giorgallas.

Mari is the National Guard's only naval
base.

The heliport is designed for use primarily
by military helicopters, but also by other
types of airborne means - transport
aircraft, and search and rescue.

Workers broke ground at Mari in the
summer of 2023. According to Politis, in
August of that year US Ambassador to
Cyprus Julie Fisher visited the site along
with then defence minister Michalis
Giorgallas.

In @ post on social media at the time,
Fisher said the project is part of joint
Cypriot-American operations promoting
security and stability in the eastern
Mediterranean. The heliport would
expand capacity for evacuating civilians
from war zones in the region.

A source told Politis that construction of
the heliport is unrelated — at least directly
— with the project to expand the naval
base.

The facilities at Mari naval base are set to
be expanded both on land and at sea.
These works are expected to commence
sometime next year, and would last for
up to a year-and-a-half.

The estimated expansion of Mari would
cost around €200 million.

On its completion, the naval base will be
able to provide facilities to the war navies
of foreign countries.

The National Guard possesses an offshore
patrol vessel, the Alasia, which currently
cannot dock at Mari as the facilities there
are inadequate. It therefore has to dock
at the port of Limassol.

The ship had been gifted to Cyprus by the
Sultan of Oman in 2017.
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A Legacy of Courage and Sacrifice:
Honoring Marvin Shields, 60 Years Later
Courtesy Story family to remember Marvin's sacrifice for  “The significance of the Medal of Honor

Naval Facilities Engineering Systems
Command Northwest

This Veterans Day, past and present
Seabees from the Naval Construction
Forces, veterans, family members, and
local community members gathered at
the Gardiner Cemetery in Sequim,
Washington, with Joan Shields-Bennett,
widow of Port Townsend native
Construction Mechanic  Third Class
Marvin Glenn Shields. Together, they
honored Shields in a tribute that holds
special significance, as this upcoming
June marks 60 years since Shields’
ultimate sacrifice at the Battle of Dong
Xoai, Vietnam.

On June 10, 1965, Shields, a member of
Seabee Team 1104, defended a small
American and Vietnamese outpost that
came under heavy attack by a reinforced
Viet Cong regiment. Though wounded
twice, Shields resupplied his fellow
defenders  with ammunition and
continued to return fire. As the situation
grew increasingly dire, the wunit's
commander called for a volunteer to help
neutralize an enemy machine gun
position that threatened everyone in the
compound. Shields, already wounded,
stepped forward.

He and his commander destroyed the
machine gun emplacement with a 3.5-
inch rocket launcher, saving numerous
lives by eliminating the immediate
threat. Tragically, hostile fire mortally
wounded Shields as he returned to his
position. The Medal of Honor, awarded to
Shields posthumously for his
“conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity”
under overwhelming enemy forces,
recognized his extraordinary courage
and selflessness. His legacy of heroism,
dedication to his fellow service members,
and ultimate sacrifice endures, making
him the first and only Seabee to receive
the Medal of Honor.

For Joan, the annual Veterans Day
remembrance at Gardiner Cemetery
carries deep significance as a tribute to
her late husband'’s sacrifice. “It allows our

our country,” Joan said. “Veterans, citizens,
active-duty, and retired Seabees come
together to pay personal respects.” Joan
expressed gratitude for the community
and Navy's dedication, as year after year
they unite to remember Shields and honor
the service members who have sacrificed
for our nation.

Over the years, the Naval Construction
Force and local organizations consistently
reach out to Joan and her family, inviting
them to Seabee events and gatherings
that honor Shields’ memory. “They have
gone out of their way to include us as
members of this impressive Navy
community,” she said. Veteran
organizations, Daughters of the American
Revolution, and local youth groups have
also honored the family, each helping to
preserve Shields' legacy and ensuring his
story resonates across generations.

Each year, Seabee centers commemorate
Shields’ valor through reenactments of the
Battle of Dong Xoai, which coincide with
the selection and promotion of new
Seabee Chiefs. These reenactments are a
powerful tradition that instills a deep
sense of purpose in young Seabees and
their families, connecting them to the
courage and service Shields exemplified.

As the 60th anniversary of Shields' sacrifice
approaches, Joan and her husband, retired
Capt. Richard Bennett, reflect on a legacy
that has profoundly shaped their family.

has instilled in us the importance of living
up to that standard,” Joan said. Inspired by
Shields' memory, Joan's nephew has since
joined the Seabees and risen to the rank of
Petty Officer First Class (E-6). In his role, he
mentors junior personnel, taking on
increased responsibilities in  technical
expertise and leadership—honoring his
uncle's legacy through his own service.

Reflecting on Shields' legacy, Joan and her
family offer a message to future
generations:  “While we have some
imperfect accounts in our history, our
younger generation should look to our
early history, at our forefathers and recent
generations who have stood strong for
democracy and its principles. Marvin and
all members of our Armed Forces have
sworn to defend those principles, and the
countless people who have died to protect
them. Like others, his love for family,
friends, fellow Seabees, and his country
should not be forgotten—and certainly not
be in vain.”

Shields’ story transcends one heroic act; it
is a testament to the selflessness of all
service members who dedicate their lives
to protecting our freedoms. This Veterans
Day, as we honor Shields and all veterans,
we are reminded of the cost of freedom
and the enduring duty to remmember those
who sacrificed for it. Shields' life serves as a
call to uphold the values he lived by and a
challenge to honor those who stand in
defense of our nation.
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CEC Officer earned Navy Cross 83 years ago this month
in history for action during WWII

From a compilation of information from the Hall of Valor and the
U.S. Navy Seabee Museum archives.

For fifteen Civil Engineer Corps officers World War Il meant the
grueling ordeal of the prisoner of war, an ordeal that six of the
fifteen did not survive. With one exception, at the outbreak of the
war, these officers were on duty in the Philippines, and on Guam
and Wake Island; all were captured by the Japanese and became
prisoners of war. Below, we share part of the story of one of these
heroes.

LT Jerry Steward won the Navy Cross and other decorations for his
actions during the initial Japanese attack on Cavite and was the
most decorated Civil Engineer Corps officer of World War Il. He
retired in the reserve as a rear admiral after serving 32 years.

His Navy Cross citation, which was presented personally by the
President, reads:

The President of the United States of America takes
pleasure in presenting the Navy Cross to Lieutenant (CEC)
Jerry Alexander Steward (NSN: 0-62270), United States
Naval Reserve, for extraordinary heroism and distinguished
service in the line of his profession while serving with the
SIXTEENTH Naval District, Cavite Navy Yard, in combat
against enemy Japanese forces during the bombardment
and occupation of the Philippine Islands beginning on 10
December 1941. Lieutenant Steward was courageous and
untiring under repeated and sustained hostile bombing
and strafing attacks. He rendered valiant service during the
gallant stand by our forces against a prolonged and
determined siege by the Japanese. The conduct of
Lieutenant Steward throughout this action reflects great
credit upon himself, and was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

LT Steward and his wife Basilia, a Philippine nurse he married in
1938, were captured at the fall of the Philippine Islands and held
prisoners of war. Each of them spent the next 3 years in terrible
prison camps without seeing each other until both were liberated
by Army Rangers and Philippine forces in 1945.

A synopsis of his Prisoner of War citation reads:

Lieutenant (CEC) Jerry Alexander Steward (NSN: 0-62270),
United States Naval Reserve, was captured by the Japanese
after the fall of Corregidor, Philippine Islands, on 6 May 1942,
and was held as a Prisoner of War until his recovery during
the raid on Cabanatuan on 30 January 1945.

He was also awarded the Purple Heart with three Gold Stars; the
Army Distinguished Unit Badge and Oak Leaf Cluster; the
Philippine Distinguished Service Star, and numerous medals for
participation during World War | and World War Il.

While the Pacific War was bad enough for active
combatants, it was especially bad for U.S. prisoners.
Malnutrition, insufficient clothing and shelter, physical
and mental abuse, prolonged separation from loved ones,
lack of information, and the uncertainty of serving what
amounted to an indeterminate sentence took a terrible
toll. Added to this was the hazard that prisoners faced
from Allied bombers and submarines when at sea or in
the camps. In the end, the death rate for Civil Engineer
Corps POWs was a flat 40 percent!
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NMCB 4 Seabees homeport training

Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 conduct
air field damage repair during a field
training exercise at Vandenberg Space
Force Base




8 | BEE-NEWS

DECEMBER 2024

NMCB 4 Seabees homeport training (cont.)

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Griselda Corpsman tests water
potability during a field training exercise at Ft. Hunter Liggett.

Seabees practice carrying a litter with a patient and Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class
Sylvia Peralez demonstrates lifesaving techniques during tactical combat casualty
care training during a field training exercise at Ft. Hunter Liggett
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NMCB 4 Seabees homeport training (cont.)

MCPON Delbert D. Black Leadership Award

From the US Navy Memorial: The 2023-2024 Delbert D. Black
Leadership Award recipient is Master Chief Duane O. Jerry of
NMCB 133's Runnin' Roos! Named after the first Master Chief
Petty Officer of the Navy, Delbert D. Black, this prestigious
award was established in 2013 by the Navy's Command Senior
Enlisted Leader Community and is presented annually to one
exceptional Command Master Chief, Command Senior Chief, or
Chief of the Boat across the entire Navy.

Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 place
concrete at a pistol qualification range
during a field training exercise at Ft.
Hunter Liggett.
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A legacy of service: A Seabee grandson’s story

Below are answers to a set of questions
designed to share a Seabee’s story of
service and how being a Seabee has
impacted their life.

Seabee: CMC Shawn Conley
Legacy: Grandfather BUCS Terry Conley

Why did you join the navy?

| was an apprentice for a mason and built
a lot of mortarless farmer walls, retaining
wall, and a handful of other handy man
jobs. Work wasn't steady so | was also
washing dishes at a local family ran diner
and stocking shelves at night. My parents
were also going through a long drawn
out divorce. A change of scenery was
what | needed. | wasn't really keeping the
best of company as friends, getting into
mischief here and there. | had some other
friends that went Army, National Guard,
Marines and | needed to get out of the
situation that | was in.

Why did you pick Seabees?

My first pick was the Coast Guard. The
Guardian with Kevin Costner and Ashton
Kutcher just came out to the theatres,
and | thought that was pretty cool at the
time. But the CG Recruiters started to jerk
me around and after a few train rides
from Davisville, Rl to Boston, MA to the
MEPS Station | walked right into the Navy
Recruiting office with my mind made up
of being a Seabee. | had a 70 ASVAB and
the recruiters were trying to get me to go
nuke or IT. There was big bonuses being
offered too $100k-$150k, but | was hard
headed and wanted to be a Seabee like
my Gramps. | always looked up to my
Grandpa Terry. | had two other
Grandfathers Joe Ryan was in the
Marines, and Clifford Gamron was in the
Air Force. Growing up | would joke
around that someday | was going to
outrank him, but his trump card was |
might out rank him in uniform but | could
never out rank him as my Grandpa.

What years did you serve?

March 17th 2008 (ST. Pattys Day) to
present

Deployed W/ NCMBC 3 to;

Det Payne, Helmand Province,
Afghanistan 2010-11

Rota Spain2011-2012

Okinawa x2 2013-2016

How many years did you serve?
Going on 17 years

If you did active and/or reserve duty,
please share specifics.

| originally was contracted to come into
the navy under the 2 by skate program,
forgot the actual name of the program,
but it was 6 months of training, 18
months of active service followed by 4
years of the reserves as a BU. Before |
went to bootcamp CMDCM (RET) Glenn
Brunnelle took a look at my contract and
ripped it up. He got a hold of my
recruited and the detailer at the time and
ended up getting me re rated as a CM,
with 6 years active orders and a $7500
bonus. ALFA Dogs all the way!

What command/s did you serve in?

31st SRG, NMCB 3, ACB 1, EODMU 5
Guam, NCG 1, NMCB 3 (current
command)

Which one was your favorite?
NMCB 3
Got a good sea story?

First and last time trying chewing
tobacco. We were in Afghanistan and
CM3 (at the time now CMC) David Patrick
offered with some grizzly wintergreen.
He said | needed to pack a big ole
horseshoe of dip in my lip in order to get
a “buzz". | had no idea, so | tried it. It was
about 120 degrees out and within 15
minutes the whole world was starting to
spin. | got sicker than a dog. Never again.

What was your rate and final
paygrade? Or current rate and
paygrade?

CMC and going strong!

What do you like to do in your fun
time? Something that might be
interesting to fellow Seabees.

When the time is right, if the fish are
biting and my wife Celeste “allows” me
to, I'll be on a boat for a few days fishing
for some Bluefin tuna. New to fatherhood
this year to an amazing baby girl (Quinn)
and recently getting selected for Chief,
time to get out on the water has been
slim to none. | basically have a whole
tackle shop in my garage and storage
unit. If there is anyone that wants to give
Tuna fishing out of SOCAL feel free to
look me up or give me a shout out 805-
824-9100. | have all the gear minus a boat
to get you a fish of a lifetime on a charter
boat out of San Diego or any other
landing south of Port Hueneme.

How did being a Seabee impact your
life?

Seabees have taught me everything that
| know. Leaders throughout my career
have kicked me in the rear a few times
and mentored me not only as a young
bee but also as a man. Seabees, yes, are a
part of the navy but it is a family. Doesn't
matter past or present as soon as another
Bee knows you are one too and now as a
Seabee Chief, that brotherhood/since of
family is so strong. The Seabees gave me
a sense of belonging at a real low point in
my life when | was so lost. | give all my
success and where | am at in life to the
Seabees.
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NAVFAC Training System Program Office Hosts Training Modernization Summit

Courtesy Story by Naval Facilities
Engineering Systems Command HQ

Leaders from Navy Training Systems
Program Offices (TSPO) recently held a
two-day summit meeting in Port
Hueneme, California, to discuss business
processes, prioritize training system
development initiatives, and share best
practices in support of Ready Relevant
Learning (RRL) modernization efforts.

Hosted by Naval Facilities Engineering
Systems Command's (NAVFAC) Naval
Facilities Institute, Training Support
Agency (TSA) and TSPO, the summit
included a tour of Construction Mechanic
‘A" school training laboratories at the
Naval Construction Training Center.

“This TSPO tour showcased formal
Seabee training to other Navy TSPOs and
provided additional insight and
awareness for how we are supporting our
Seabee Learning Center and learning
sites with modernized training devices,”
said NAVFAC TSA/TSPO Director Jerry
Strubeck.

TSPOs from each of the Navy's systems
commands attended the summit, along
with the RRL portfolio manager from the
Program Executive Office for Manpower,
Logistics and Business Solutions.

"The TSPO Summit provided a valuable
opportunity for the SYSCOMs to unite,
share successes, discuss recent
developments and training challenges,
and collaboratively plan the path
forward,” said Naval Information Warfare
Systems Command TSPO Mallory Arnold.
“This partnership is essential for reducing
duplicated efforts and maintaining
alignment across the SYSCOMs.”

‘A’ school instructors showed off new
technical training equipment purchased
as part of the RRL training modernization
program, and led an interactive session
allowing TSPOs to get a hands-on
demonstration of the newest training
devices.

The NAVFAC TSPO partnered with
NAVFAC Expeditionary Warfare Center,
the Center for Seabees and Facilities
Engineering (CSFE), and industry to
acquire new desktop 3D printed engines,

Ford Power Stroke common rail fuel
engine simulators, medium tactical
vehicle replacement transfer cases, and
various electrical and pressurized air
system diagnostic training devices.

“This new training equipment will be
extremely beneficial to instructors and
trainees. Instead of simply presenting
concepts, it shows sailors how the
equipment functions and is repaired in
real world scenarios,” said Construction
Mechanic Chief Petty Officer Kensey
Stephens, the CSFE learning program
manager. “It provides training for new
equipment systems that Seabees have
not been able to train on before, and truly
brings our training into a more modern
and present state.”

The new equipment supports the
modernization of accession-level training
and Career Long Learning Continuum
initiatives supporting apprentice,
journeyman and master-level training.

“At the enterprise level, NAVFAC is
committed to meeting real-world
performance needs of the fleet by
acquiring modern and agile training

systems that provide relevant training at
the most appropriate time in a Sailor's
career,” said NAVFAC Chief Management
Officer Paul Pollock. “Our training
modernization efforts are part of a Navy-
wide long-term investment to improve
fleet mission readiness by continually
enhancing Sailor performance and
equipping our Seabees with the
knowledge and skills needed to succeed
in any conflict scenario.”

Hkk

The Naval Facilities Institute exists to
serve all civilian and military members of
the NAVFAC team by:

Managing and executing corporate-wide
programs that support the training and
development of NAVFAC's workforce;
providing contracting policy and
implementing guidance and contracting
community management through
training and professional development;
and serving as the single-source Training
Support Agent and Training System
Program Office for NAVFAC and the
Expeditionary Program Office.
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NMCB 5 Seabees on deployment

Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile
Construction Battalion 5 (NMCB-5) and
service members with the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force conduct a bilateral
airfield damage repair (ADR) exercise on
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa.




"Embodying the true 'Seabee Can Do'
spirit, DET Iwakuni Construction
Electrician Constructionman Tyler
McCoach expertly installs a panel
receptacle and tackles a breaker issue,
showcasing his skills as both a loader and
dump truck operator.
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

02 and 05 December 1946: The USS Yancey and USS Merrick, respectively, departed Port Hueneme, California to take part in Admiral Richard E.
Byrd's Antarctic expedition, Operation Highjump. Aboard these ships were 166 Seabee members of the expedition. The mission of Operation
Highjump was to map the frozen continent, train personnel, and test gear under cold weather conditions. Seabee tasks at Little American Four
included unloading equipment and supplies, setting up a temporary naval base, and building housing, a mess hall and storage facilities. In
addition, they built a temporary airstrip, an emergency base further inland, and a coommunications system. These men were the first Seabees to
serve in Antarctica.

05 December 1967: At a convoy passing site NMCB 3's personnel were involved when four mines exploded simultaneously, believed
to have been command detonated dud bombs. Several Seabees were knocked down by the blast and one carried 40 feet through
the air. Unbelievably, no casualties were sustained.

05 December 1967: RADM James V. Bartlett, Commander of the Third Naval Construction Brigade, dedicated Camp Wilkinson in
memory of CM1J.W. Wilkinson, killed during a mortar attack on the Phu Bai/Gia Le bases. Camp Wilkinson was the Seabee camp at
the Gia Le Combat Base near Phu Bai, Vietnam.

08 December 2002: Typhoon Pongsona hits Guam, inflicting considerable damage. NMCB 74 and Mobile Utilities Support
Equipment (MUSE) assisted in relief efforts on the island.

10 December 1969: NAVFAC requested assignment of one Diving Officer to the staff of the Commander 2Ist NCR and one Diving
Officer to 31st NCR to coordinate and manage a nucleus of Atlantic and Pacific area underwater construction teams.

13 December 1963: Opening ceremonies were held for a 6,000-foot military airfield located at Nakhon Phanom in northeast Thailand.
The airfield was near the Mekong River which divides Thailand and Laos. The construction of this airfield was the first major project
undertaken by the Seabees in Southeast Asia. The men of NMCB 3 began the project, which included the clearing of 235 acres of
heavy monsoon forest, in August 1962.

13 December 1966: Four personnel of NMCB 8 were wounded in an enemy mining and booby trap incident approximately 10 miles
south of Chu Lai on Route No. 1. Two men were wounded when the five ton wrecker in which they were riding was blown up by a
command detonated mine. Two other NMCB 8 personnel were wounded at the scene when a Vietnamese detonated a booby trap
believed to be a fragmentation grenade. All four casualties were air evacuated to the First Medical Battalion Hospital in Chu Lai and
were in good condition.

13 December 2007: NMCB 1 completed construction repairs to the Al Tagaddum airfield in Irag one month ahead of schedule. In
early January, the 30th Naval Construction Regiment (NCR) (Forward), along with members from NMCB 1, 2nd Marine Logistics
Group (Forward), 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward) and Marine Wing Support Squadron 272, commemorated the official
completion of the repairs. The airfield repairs began Jan. 2, 2006, and spanned the deployment of four NCRs and five NMCBs.

13 December 2012: Builder 3rd Class Daniel Blount and Equipment Operator 3rd Class Steven Thelusma frorm NMCB 133, Task Force
Anchor, received Purple Hearts for wounds sustained during a mission in Helmand Province, from Brig. Gen. David L. Weeks,
Commander, 411th Engineer Brigade, Joint Task Force Empire.

01 DEC 2024 0007L /.M. Seabee

Disclaimer: There is much more Seabee history each month than the two pages captured here and the goal is to share a little from each era.
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NAVY SEABEE FOUNDATION INFO TO: ALL SEABEES, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

14 December 1945: The Construction Battalion Center, Port Hueneme, CA consisting of the U.S. Naval Advance Base Depot and the U.S. Naval
Training and Distribution Center, was established as the center for Seabee activity in the postwar Navy.

14 December 1967 Detail Foxtrot of NMCB 5 came under enemy fire while deployed at site A-3. The resultant enemy action resulted in one KIA,
Roger E. Huestis, BUHCN, and one WIA, Wiliam D. Thompson, BUR2, who later died as a result of wounds received in this action. Thompson died
on 15 December 1967.

15 December 1942: \WWhen the Seabees were first established, the United States Navy recruited skilled construction workers and taught them how
to use advanced base equipment and how to fight. Because they were skilled in their trades, the men were offered petty officer rates based on
their experience and their age. However, on December 15,1942, direct voluntary enlistment in the Seabees was ended in compliance with a

Presidential Order requiring all the military services to obtain their manpower through Selective Service. By that time, about 60 battalions had
been assembled.

15 December 1944: One of the Seabee heroes of the Second World War was MM3c Malcolm Peppo. Petty Officer Peppo was unloading stores
from an LST during the assault on Mindanao, Philippine Islands when the ship was attacked by a Japanese kamikaze plane. Because the ship was
being unloaded, its bow doors were open and its ramp was down. It was helpless to maneuver. When the gun crew looked up and saw the
suicide plane, headed straight for the beached vessel, the men instinctively jumped down from their positions and scattered. However, Seabee
Peppo of the T13th NCB jumped into the vacated gun emplacement and started firing at the oncoming plane. He continued to fire until the plane
crashed. For his courageous actions, Seabee Peppo was awarded the Silver Star.

18 December 2010: Active duty and reserve component Seabees assigned to NMCBs 40 and 18 secured and fortified a combat outpost in Diwar,
Afghanistan. The Seabees continued working despite a suicide car bombing that killed six Soldiers at the site seven days before. The combined
efforts by joint forces restricted movement of Taliban insurgents and help secure self-governing efforts in Afghanistan.

23 December 1967: EON3 Nicholas G. Walz and EON3 Lester L. Williams of NMCB-3 died instantly as a result of a Viet Cong mining incident.

23 December 1969: Three Seabees attached to Seabee Team 0103 WIA when their front end loader detonated a road mine 10km northeast of My
Tho.

26 December 1943: Seabees of the 19th NCB joined the First Marine Division in the assault on Japanese-held Cape Gloucester, New Britain.
During the battle, Seabees bulldozed paths to the Japanese lines so that American tanks could attack hostile positions. By New Year's Day, the

Japanese airstrips were captured. However, during this first week, continuous enemy air raids resulted in five men of the battalion being killed and
24 wounded.

26 December 1944 CBMU 629 was split into four detachments of one officer and six men each. Three of the detachments worked with small
boat units in their preparation for the Rhine River crossing and one of the detachments worked with an Army Engineer unit. The first detachment
became the first Seabee unit to enter Germany on 26 December 1944. Later, they assembled pontoon barges on the Rhine at Remagen. These
barges were to be used in connection with strengthening the Ludendorff Bridge. When that structure collapsed work on the barges stopped

31 December 1970: While traveling by boat between Cho Moi and Binh Thuy in Vietnam, five Seabees of NMCB 74's Detail Charlie were killed in

action by Viet Cong forces. They were BU2 Jerry B. Edmonds, Jr,, CE3 Harold E. Asher, EOCN Edger P. Beck, CN Wayne Sterling Rushton and CN
Frank Neubauer.

01 DEC 2024 0001L /.M. Seabee

Disclaimer: There is much more Seabee history each month than the two pages captured here and the goal is to share a little from each era.
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NMCB 133 Seabees homeport training
NMCB 133's Runnin’ Roos are conducting a construction training exercise. This
exercise allows us to maintain multiple skill sets to be able to better support the Fleet
and Navy Expeditionary Combat Command over our upcoming deployments.
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NMCB 133 Seabees homeport training (cont.)
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NAVFAC HQ Holds Veterans Day Wreath Laying Ceremony

Capt. Jared Jasinski, chief of staff, Naval Facilities Engineering Systems
Command (NAVFAC) and Force Master Chief of the Seabees Lawrence
Sharpe led the wreath laying ceremony on Veterans Day at the Seabee
Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery. Tony Edmonds represented the
Navy Seabee Foundation (NSF) and Dwight K. Hamborsky represented as
the National Commander of the Navy Seabee Veterans of America (NSVA).
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Nonprofit in the Spotlight

In supporting Seabees, our “Non-Profit in the Spotlight” page highlights
additional resources available for Bees.

Who We Are

The Veterans Transition Support
nonprofit’'s mission is to assist
veterans in successfully
transitioning from military service
to civilian life by addressing the
specific employment-related
challenges they may face. Through
job  training, one-on-one job
search mentoring, and
sponsorship of employment-
related resources, the organization
works towards the goal of
providing veterans with the tools
and support needed to secure and
sustain employment, ultimately
closing the gap between military
service and civilian life for these
individuals.

What We Do

Veterans Transition Support’s
(VTS) mission is to bridge the gap

between the civilian workforce
and our transitioning military
service members and veterans

before they experience transition
road-blocks. VTS ensures our
military service members
reintegrate back into civilian life
and the civilian workforce into
careers suitable for their level of
military experience and economic
sustainability. This is achieved by
providing service members with
effective tools to translate their
military experience into
recognizable civilian job skills,
civilian certifications to transfer
military experience into its civilian
counterpart, identifying needed
training to fill skill gaps and one
on one mentoring in four critical
areas required to sustain a
successful transition: Career
Development, Cultural Adaptation,
Obtaining VA Benefits and
Education Planning. The VTS goal
is to seamlessly transition all
military personnel who enter the
Veterans Transition Support
program prior to leaving military
service through individual
mentoring, career management,

counseling, and weekend and
evening programs that close skill
gaps and provide networking
opportunities with civilian hiring
managers.

Why Our Work Matters

VTS has proven with our successful
testimonies, that reaching out to
Service-members BEFORE they
leave the service gives them a
higher chance of success and a
small chance of failure. Veterans
Transition support fills the gaps
often causing transition failures.
We have proven that helping a
Veteran BEFORE they fail by
understanding the key areas that
effect Veterans as they transition
and focusing in Career
Development, obtaining Veterans
Benefits, Education Planning, and
Cultural Adaptation in a one on
one setting. We have proven that a
Non profit can be fiscally
responsible and meet the needs of
a community and help those that
depend on our help

Client Testimony:

Thank you, My transition would
not have been nearly as successful
had | not ran into you, Kathy and
the organization. | have been
nothing but successful during my
transition and I've only been out
about 7 months. Now the company
| work for is having me interview
for a regional manager position. |

just worked off the notes | took
and made it happen but that
would not have been possible

without you and VTS.

Again from the bottom of my heart
| really do thank you.

Cullen J. (USMC E5 veteran)

For more information, or how you
can get or support these services,
please visit:
https.;//veteranstransitionsupport.org
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REUNIONS & EVENTS

JANUARY 2025

1 Navy Seabee Foundation
Scholarship Application Opens
January T-Apnl 15 applt at wewwiseabea.org

MARCH 2025

1 10th Annual Seabee Birthday
All Military Ball
Saturday, March 1- The Ricges Resort, Hiawassee, GA
Midwest Seabee Ball
Saturday, March1- Holiday Inn & Suitas, Lake Elnng, MM

8 Jacksonville, FL Seabee Ball
Saturday, March @
Ventura County Seabee Ball
Saturday, March 2 -Camarillo, CA
Pacific Northwest Seabee Ball
Saturday, March & - Kitsap Conference Center
Bramerton, Wa

14 San Diego Seabee Ball

Fridday, March 14 - Marrict Marquis

15 Culfport Seabee Ball
Saturday, March 15 - Biloxi, MS

APRIL 2025

23-27 NMCB 40 Reunion

Al 2327 - Charleston, SC

30 GCulf Coast Seabee
Golf Tournament
Wiednesdsy, April 30 - Diamondbead, M3/ SeabseColog
MAY 2025
1-2 CECOS 80th Anniversary
Maw 1-2, 2025 - Port Huename, CA
1-4  NSVAlsland X-1 Gulfport
All-Seabes Reunion
Courtyard Gulf port Beachfront, Gulfport, MS
JUNE 2025
Washington DC Seabee
Golf Tournament

Menday, June @ - Springfield, vA / SeabeeColforg

AUGUST 2025

Bl San Diego Seabee
Golf Tournament

Monday, Aug 11 - Rancho Sante Fe, Ch [ SeabeeGolforg

20-24 NSVA National Convention

Ansgust 20-24 - Orlando, Flonda

SEPTEMBER 2025

13 Nawv
Sea

Seabee Foundation
ee Celebration

OCTOBER 2025
1-30 2025 OktoBEEfests

wnwOltoBEEfestorg
9 Virginia Beach Seabee Golf
Thursday, October @ - Virginai Beach, VA
eGolf,

To add your event, email it to
info@seabee.org

“If you never did. you should. These are fun and fun is good.” -Dr. Seuss

Muddy Seabee Camp on Attu, Alaska, December 1943.

For more details about these events, go to www.seabee.org/events
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- This is your last chancefo be a Navy Seabee Foundation Plank Owner. Email us at info@seabee.org

Ofacebook m linkedin Tnstagram
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